
All the accommodation featured in this 
publication has been independently assessed 
so you can make your choice in confidence, 
knowing that each place to stay has been 
given a rating according to the quality and 
facilities on offer. These ratings mean that 
you can be sure of standards and choose 
the accommodation that’s just right for you.

Visit Wales/AA are the only checking agents 
in Wales, checking out over 5000 places. 

What do our star ratings mean?
Visit Wales stars are evidence of quality. They 
range from one to five stars and are a reliable 
indication of the services and facilities you 
can expect in accommodation that includes 
hotels, guest houses, bed and breakfast, 
farm accommodation, hostel/hostel-type 
accommodation, self-catering cottages 
and apartments, caravan holiday home and 
touring/camping parks. 

Alternative accommodation such as yurts, tipis 
and tree houses are also checked to ensure 
that they meet minimum standards.

Cleanliness is the most crucial element of 
any assessment and minimum standards, 
particularly at the higher star ratings, reflect 
consumer expectations.

All accommodation grades are based on a set 
of common quality standards agreed by Visit 
Wales, Visit England, Visit Scotland, Tourism 
Northern Ireland and the AA. 

Does a lower star rating equal 
less quality?
Many lower star-rated accommodations may 
still offer high quality but do not meet all of 
the facility and service expectations for the 

higher star ratings. Is it particularly important 
not to compare Guest Accommodation ratings 
against Hotel ratings as different criteria are 
used when assessing.

The advice is always to check with an 
establishment before booking to confirm that 
the accommodation offers the services and 
facilities that meet your needs – they will only 
be too pleased to help.

Also look out for that extra-special 
property that has been awarded 
Visit Wales’s Gold Award, given for 
exceptional standards of hospitality, 

comfort and food in serviced accommodation. 
Occasionally, it has not been possible to visit 
the accommodation prior to publication. In 
these instances, the property is marked as 
‘Awaiting Grading’.

Some accommodation operators 
have chosen not to be star rated, 
but they have been checked out 
to ensure that they provide an 

acceptable level of services and facilities 
appropriate to their type of business. They 
are identified as either ‘Verified’ or ‘Listed’.

A warm Welsh welcome
Watch out for this sign as these 
places have achieved a Croeso 

Award in recognition of their exceptionally 
warm Welsh welcome.

Visitor attractions 
Look out for the Visit Wales 
Quality Assured marque. This is 
only awarded to attractions that 
have been independently assessed 

against the national standards of the 
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Penmachno, Betws-y-Coed LL24 0PU  
T: 01690 760410  F: 01690 760410 
stay@penmachnohall.co.uk 
www.penmachnohall.co.uk 
Lauraine and Simon Awdry
AA Award 2010/11: 5-star Highly Commended 
guest accommodation, with separate luxury 
2-bedroomed self-catering cottage. Originally a 
Victorian rectory, Penmachno Hall offers panoramic 
views, en-suites with roll-top baths, award-winning 
food, fine wines and winter open fires. The interior-
designed coach house has jacuzzi bath, power 
shower, free-sat and internet. Virtual tours at 
www.penmachnohall.co.uk

r3; A3; Open 1–12; B&B pp £40–£47.50 (based on 2 night stay)  
2 nights; Evening meals: Welsh suppers, Tue–Fri, £15–£17.50 pp; 5-course 
dinners Sat only: £35–£37.50; Self-Catering: Sleeps 2–4; Weekly: per unit  
£350–£650; Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £262.50–£337.50 
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★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Guest House

Penmachno Hall 4F

Number of bedrooms and  
en-suite, months open, prices 
and short breaks information

Visit Wales grading

Map reference

Symbols that appear 
here are for awards 
gained by the accom-
modation or extra  
facilities on offer

This descriptive text is 
supplied by the owners 
of the property and 
may include facilities 
on offer both at the 
accommodation and  
the surrounding area

The prices given here depend on the 
type of accommodation and will give 
an indication of the minimum and 
maximum prices you will be expected 
to pay – these should always be 
checked with the owners at time  
of booking

Serviced accommodation:  
All prices are per person, based on 2 
people sharing a double or twin room

Daily rate with B&B 
Short break – B&B 2 nights with B&B 
DB&B – 2 Nights with Dinner, B&B 
Per week B&B – 7 nights with B&B 
DB&B 7 nights with Dinner, B&B

Self-catering accommodation:
Per week – 7 nights, per unit  
(not per person)
Short break – 3 nights, per unit  
(not per person)

Caravan and camping park 
accommodation:
Daily rate, per unit or pitch 
Per week – 7 nights, per unit or pitch
Short breaks – will be indicated  
in the adverts descriptive text

Facilities symbols. A full  
explanation of these  
symbols is on page 74

Establishment address

Serviced  
The number of rooms and  
how many are en-suite

Self-catering  
How many people the property 
can sleep

Caravan and camping parks
How many caravans on site and 
for hire and how many pitches 
available for touring caravans 
and tents 

Establishment name 
(Colour header panel 
indicates the type of 
accommodation) 

 www.ymweldageryri.info | www.visitsnowdonia.info

Serviced accommodation Self-catering accommodation Caravan and camping

2016

CAMBRIAN COASTLINE | LLŶ N PENINSULA | SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK

www.visitsnowdonia.info
tourism@gwynedd.gov.uk
T. 01341 281485
(24 hour messaging service)

Scan our QR code with 
an app on your phone 
to view our website.

Conwy
Muriau Buildings, Rose Hill Street, 
Conwy LL32 8LD
T. 01492 577566
conwytic@conwy.gov.uk

Llandudno 
Library Building, Mostyn Street, 
Llandudno LL30 2RP 
T. 01492 577577
llandudnotic@conwy.gov.uk

Porthmadog
High Street, Porthmadog
LL49 9LP
T. 01766 512981 • Free Wi-Fi
porthmadog.tic@gwynedd.gov.uk

Pwllheli* 
Neuadd Dwyfor, Penlan Street, 
Pwllheli LL53 5DE
T. 01758 613000
pwllheli.tic@gwynedd.gov.uk

Snowdonia National Park
Aberdyfi**
T. 01654 767321

Beddgelert**
T. 01766 890615

Betws-y-Coed
T. 01690 710426

Dolgellau**
T. 01341 422888

* open seasonally (Easter–September)
** open seasonally (Easter–October)

Make the most of your stay by using 
our Tourist Information Centre
network and free Wi-Fi at some 
locations. Staff will be delighted 
to assist you with:
•  booking accommodation

in advance or whilst here
•  providing details of places

to visit, things to see and do
• places to eat
• routes and itinerary planning
•  purchasing train tickets

(at Barmouth TIC only)
• National Express tickets
•  information and tickets for

local and national events,
activities and boat trips

Maps, guides, books and local  
produce are also for sale at the TICs.

Barmouth/Abermaw
Station Road, Barmouth 
LL42 1LU
T. 01341 280787 • Free Wi-Fi
barmouth.tic@gwynedd.gov.uk

Caernarfon
Oriel Pendeitsh, Castle Street, 
Caernarfon LL55 1SE
T. 01286 672232 • Free Wi-Fi
caernarfon.tic@gwynedd.gov.uk

Visitor Attraction Quality Assurance Scheme 
to ensure that all areas important to your visit 
are of the best standard.

Accommodating visitors 
with disabilities
All Visit Wales graded properties have an 
Access Statement. This statement tells visitors 
in a clear, accurate and honest way how the 
property can meet their particular needs.

Three symbols have been introduced to help 
visitors with physical impairments find the 
Access Statements of most relevance to them. 
Accommodation providers have selected 
the one symbol which best describes the 
improvements that they have made to their 
properties. So look out for these symbols:

_  Access improved for mobility impaired people

v Access improved for visually impaired people

i Access improved for hearing impaired people

The advice is always to check with an 
establishment before booking to confirm that 
the accommodation offers the services and 
facilities that meet your needs.

Please note
All gradings and awards were correct at the 
time of going to press. Grading assessments 
are on-going and improvements made by 
establishments may have resulted in a revision 
since publication. Please check when booking. 

Further information on gradings and awards is 
available from Visit Wales, Welsh Assembly 
Government, Rhodfa Padarn, Llanbadarn 
Fawr, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion SY23 3UR 
T. 0845 010 8020
e. quality.tourism@wales.gsi.gov.uk
www.wales.gov.uk/tourism

Any problems?
In the unfortunate event that you do encounter 
problems with your chosen accommodation, 
please refer to www.wales.gov.uk/tourism for 
further guidance.

Eryri | Snowdonia
M y n y d d o e d d  a  M ô r 
M o u n t a i n s  a n d  C o a s t 

WHAT’S INSIDE?
ACTIVITIES | ATTRACTIONS | BEACHES  
BIRDWATCHING | CLIMBING | CYCLING | EVENTS  
FISHING | GOLF | HERITAGE | HORSE RIDING 
MOUNTAIN BIKING | OUTDOOR CENTRES | WALKING 
WATERSPORTS | WORLD HERITAGE SITES

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES
CANOLFANNAU CROESO



TRAVEL INFORMATION

Swansea

Snowdonia 
Mountains 
and Coast

Access couldn’t be easier. Snowdonia 
Mountains and Coast is only a few hours away
from most of the UK’s main population centres, 
with excellent road, rail and coach links. Airport 
delays, red-eyed flight times and those pile-
’em-in packages have well and truly taken the 
shine off international travel. There are no 
such worries here – we’re so close you’ll arrive 
before you know it.

By train
Direct services (including Virgin Trains from
London to Bangor) take you to the popular
North Wales coastal destinations from most
parts of Britain, with inland connections via the 
Conwy Valley Line (www.conwy.gov.uk/cvr)
which runs through the Snowdonia National 
Park to Betws-y-Coed and Blaenau Ffestiniog. 
Services from the Midlands through 
Shrewsbury and Machynlleth link up 
with the Cambrian Coast Railway. 
T. 08457 484950
www.thecambrianline.co.uk 

Train tickets are available from Barmouth 
Tourist Information Centre. Other useful
websites include:

www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk 
www.nationalrail.co.uk
www.thetrainline.com
www.traveline.cymru 
www.virgintrains.co.uk 

By coach
National Express services run to Llandudno, 
Bangor, Caernarfon and Pwllheli from
London and Manchester. Express Motors
and Lloyd’s Coaches operate the service 
from Mid Wales to Dolgellau, Porthmadog, 
Caernarfon and Bangor as part of the 
TrawsCymru network.

By car
There’s quick, straightforward access from the 
North West along the M56 and A55. Motorway 
links with the Midlands are good too, and the 
same roads – the M6, M5 and M1 – also bring 
North Wales within easy reach of the South of
England. For a scenic option from the Midlands, 
take the A5 through the heart of Snowdonia.

By bike
It’s easy to use pedal power to come to 
beautiful, bike-friendly Snowdonia Mountains 
and Coast by following the National Cycle 
Network. Quiet, traffic-calmed and traffic-free 
routes give good access from the surrounding 
area and further afield.
www.nationalcyclenetwork.org.uk

By sea
Irish Ferries and Stena Line operate regular 
and high-speed services to Holyhead from 
Dublin and Dun Laoghaire. For southern 
Snowdonia, ferry services into Fishguard
and Pembroke Dock are a handy alternative.

Irish Ferries
T. 08717 300400
www.irishferries.com

Stena Line 
T. 08447 707070
www.stenaline.co.uk

By air
Transfers from the international gateways of 
Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham 
take less than two hours. 

Anglesey Airport 
T. 01407 878056
www.linksair.co.uk

Birmingham Airport 
T. 0871 2220072 
www.birminghamairport.co.uk

Caernarfon Airport 
T. 01286 830800
www.caernarfonairport.com

Liverpool John Lennon Airport 
T. 0871 5218484
www.liverpoolairport.com 

Manchester Airport 
T. 08712 710711 
www.manchesterairport.co.uk

Local services
The Snowdon Sherpa is the 
super-convenient bus service for Snowdonia 
and its attractions. Whether you are walking 
or sightseeing, take the green option, leave 
your car behind, sit back, relax and enjoy
the scenery.
www.gwynedd.gov.uk

Porth Oer/
Whistling Sands

Porth Iago

Llaniestyn

Morfa Bychan
Porthmadog

Nantmor

Llyn Myngul

Talyllyn

Park

Cricieth

Llanfihangel 
Glyn Myfyr

Conwy 
Morfa

Llandderfel

Llangwm

Tal-y-cafn

I

SOUTHERN 
SNOWDONIA
64

SNOWDONIA
ERYRI

CRICIETH, 
PORTHMADOG 
AND THE 
VALE OF 
FFESTINIOG
68–71

Symbols key
Car parking facilities

ÿ Ground floor bedroom

C  Liquor/table licence, licensed club/bar

Pets accepted by arrangement

Œ May be booked through Travel Agent

V Weekend/Midweek/Short breaks available

t  TV in bedroom/unit

¨  En-suite

± Tea/coffee

s Telephone in room/unit

Ò  Credit cards accepted

- Cot available

h Highchair available

K  Baby sitting/listening service

] Totally non smoking establishment

Areas provided for smokers

ú Special diets catered for

« Lift

Welsh spoken

ß  Public transport nearby

Z Café/restaurant on site

Í  Foodshop/mobile foodshop on site

p  Swimming pool on site

— Garden

j Working farm

ß  Coach parties welcome

WiFi access

I Accommodation bookable through 
Tourist Information Centre

‡  Charge for fuel/gas

`  Washing machine on site

é  Electric points for touring caravans

Ç Showers

s Bed linen available

t Bed linen available for hire

” Gas available

= Chemical toilet

This map splits Snowdonia into six colour-coded areas, corresponding 
with the way we have divided the list of advertisers:

v

i

_ Access improved for mobility impaired people

Access improved for visually impaired people

Access improved for hearing impaired people

73 74

The Snowdonia Green Key initiative helps 
people enjoy the National Park in a sustainable 
way. Green Key is making it easier to see 
Snowdonia without a car by promoting the 
sensible management of car parking, with 
convenient interchanges with public transport 
at places like Betws-y-Coed, Llanberis, Nant 
Peris and Capel Curig.
www.snowdoniagreenkey.co.uk

The Explore Wales Pass is just what it says 
– one ticket that gives you unlimited access to 
all of Wales’s mainline train services and 
almost every bus service. 
T. 03333 211201
www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk/ExploreWalesPass

North Wales Rover tickets allow travel for
one day on buses and trains. For details of
zones and prices:
T. 03333 211201
www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk/ExploreWales/
NorthWalesRover

Travel details
The public transport information  
service for Wales…
For bus timetable information, please call 0300 200 22 33
*0871 calls cost 12p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.

For more information go to:
www.traveline.cymru
T. 0300 2002233
www.gwynedd.gov.uk/publictransport

Travel Information

LLŶN PENINSULA
54–56

BANGOR, CAERNARFON,
LLANBERIS AND THE 
VILLAGES OF 
SNOWDONIA
57–59

CARDIGAN BAY
65–67

CONWY VALLEY
AND HIRAETHOG
60–63

Whilst every effort has been made to ensure accuracy in this 
publication, the publishers can accept no liability whatsoever 
for any errors, inaccuracies or omissions, or for any matter in 
any way connected with or arising out of the publication of the 
information. Please check all prices and facilities before making 
your booking.

When you’ve finished 
with the guide please 
forward to a friend 
or place in a suitable 
recycling container.

Photographs: © Aerial-PhotoCo Ltd; © Alan Dop Photography; 
© Andy Milton; © Chris Davies; © Conwy County Borough 
Council; © Crown Copyright (2015) Cadw; © Crown Copyright 
(2016) Visit Wales; © Cyngor Gwynedd Council; © Darren 
Turner; © Dragon Raiders Ltd; © Elgan Jones; © Evan Dobson; 
© Gary Jones Wildlife Photography; © Gwynfor James 
SportpicturesCymru; © Go Below Underground Adventures Ltd; 
© John Ansell; © Keith O’Brien; © Kiran Ridley Photography; 
© Linda Pearson; © Malcolm Hanks Photography; © Matt Ward;
© Panorama; © PM Photography; © Porth Tocyn; © Princes of 
Gwynedd Project; © Richard Parks; © Stephen Lomax; © Sue 
Mart; © Verity Redrup; © Visit Britain.

Published by: Tourism, Marketing and Customer Care Service, 
Economy and Community Department, Cyngor Gwynedd Council, 
County Offices, Caernarfon, Gwynedd LL55 1SH.

Copyright © 2016.

01286 679217, tourism@gwynedd.gov.uk

Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Conwy County Borough Council.

Editorial written by Writerog Ltd (Roger Thomas Freelance Services).

Designed and produced by View Creative.

Printed by Ancient House Printing Group Ltd

Baner Las

Since 2016 is Wales’s ‘Year of 
Adventure’ (for more on this see 
the next few pages) we thought 
we’d kick off this guide with a few 
adventurous ideas. 
Walk to the top of Snowdon – or catch 
a train (just as thrilling). Go surfing off 
the Llŷn Peninsula or in the heart of 
the country at the world’s first inland 
surfing lagoon. Zoom down zip lines, 
ride world-class mountain bike trails 
and new cycling routes endorsed by 
local hero Sir Dave Brailsford. 

No wonder we’re the UK’s activity 
capital. But it goes deeper – or is 
that higher? – than that. Snowdon 
is just one of many peaks higher that 
3000ft/915m. The Snowdonia National 
Park gives a full-bodied taste of proper 
mountains, while the Llŷn Peninsula 
and Cambrian Coastline are filled with 
big beaches and tiny coves, dreamy 
estuaries and savage headlands. Then 
there all those layers of history and 
heritage, art and culture, to delve into.

So we embrace ‘adventure’ in the 
widest sense of the word. It might mean 
walking the battlements of medieval 
castles at Caernarfon, Conwy and 
Harlech that, in 2016, are celebrating 
30 years as UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites. Or watching ospreys and dolphins. 
Or taking the kids to a family fun park.

You can enjoy gentle adventures on 
sublime stretches of the Wales Coast 
Path. Or taste great food that’s fresh 
from the field or fishing boat.

Start making plans now – you’ll find 
all you need to know on the pages 
of this guide. 

We’re also, of course, on YouTube. Look 
out for the new videos we’ve produced 
on Aberdyfi, Dolgellau, Harlech, Tywyn 
and the Cambrian Coastline stretch 
of the Wales Coast Path – with many 
more to come.

You can also call or email our Tourist 
Information Centres. 

Roger Thomas Editor

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
AND KEEP IN TOUCH
Keep up to date with what’s happening 
and what’s new by joining us on our 
social networks. Don’t forget, it’s a two-
way process. Let us know what you think, 
and share your thoughts, images and 
videos with others. 

WWW.VISITSNOWDONIA.INFO
See back 
cover for 
contact 
details

‘ The Snowdonia National Park is 
layered with natural beauty of all 
kinds and at all levels, from rocky 
peaks down to a sandy coast.’

ACTION PLANNER

www.facebook.com/visitingsnowdonia  

www.twitter.com/visit_snowdonia

www.flickr.com/visit_snowdonia 

www.visitsnowdonia.wordpress.com

www.pinterest.com/visitsnowdonia 

www.youtube.com/VisitSnowdonia  

IN THE 
MOOD

To get you in the mood, here’s 
a snapshot of the contents of 

this guide.

Find out why ‘we’re very 
comfortable with the Year 
of Adventure idea.’02

06

08
‘We take a look at what’s happening 
in our hills and mountains.’



In the Mood

Splitting Snowdonia Mountains 
and Coast into six
To help pinpoint the place you’re 
interested in we’ve split our region 
into six areas. In Around and About 
(pages 42–53) we describe each area 
separately. This is followed by the 
Accommodation Listing (pages 
54–71), presented as follows:

54 Llŷn Peninsula
57  Bangor, Caernarfon, Llanberis 

and the Villages of Snowdonia
60 Conwy Valley and Hiraethog 
64 Southern Snowdonia
65 Cardigan Bay
68  Cricieth, Porthmadog and 

the Vale of Ffestiniog

In the listings, each area has been 
colour coded and each advertisement 
has a grid reference which locates 
it on the map on page 74. The 
pull-out section at the back of this 
publication will assist you with your 
selection process.

Front cover: Barmouth and the 
Mawddach Estuary.

38   Festivals and events
  What’s happening here in 2016 

42   Towns and villages
   Where to go and what to see 

in our six areas (see below 
‘Splitting Snowdonia Mountains 
and Coast into six’).

54   Accommodation listing 
  Find your perfect place to stay 

here (see below ‘Splitting 
Snowdonia Mountains and 
Coast into six’).

72  Wales’s holiday areas
  A brief guide to other 

parts of Wales.

73   Travel information
  We’re easy to get to – and easy 

to explore when you arrive.

74   Snowdonia Mountains 
and Coast map

  Pinpoint the places that 
interest you.

75   Making the grade
  A guide to accommodation

quality assurance.

Back cover
Tourist Information Centres
For local information on places 
to visit, events, travel and 
accommodation booking.

‘Our shopping scene prizes the 
personal over the pre-packaged 
and the handmade over the 
mass-produced.’

 

12 ‘Aqua adventures on 
our 200-miles coastline 
plus countless lakes 
and rivers.’

14

08

Read what Ellen 
Hobday and James 
Reardon-Smith got 
up to on a weekend 
of ‘castles, caverns, 
great food, wild 
walks and awesome 
adventures.’

Top tips on time travel 
into ‘our rich heritage 
and culture that 
stretches back millennia.’

18
‘IT’S ALL IN THE NAME. 
SNOWDONIA MOUNTAINS 
AND COAST INCLUDES SAND, 
SEA, BEACHES AND BAYS 
AS WELL AS ROCKY PEAKS, 
HILL AND FORESTS.’

10

20
Get in the 
food mood.
 ‘We cater for 
all tastes, 
traditional to 
adventurous.’

22

24 AN INTRODUCTION TO 
‘SOME OF THE 
LEADING PLAYERS ON 
OUR ACTIVITIES AND 
ATTRACTIONS SCENE.’

1
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So we’re very comfortable with the Year of 
Adventure idea, and are looking forward to 
playing a big part in it. But before we go any 
further, a word or two of explanation. 

Adventure travel doesn’t just mean those 
capital ‘A’ adrenaline activities we’re so 
good at – climbing, mountain biking, 
white-water rafting, zip line riding and so 
on. It embraces adventures of the mind as 
well as the body. It’s all about having new 
experiences, learning new skills (whether 
it’s saying a few words of Welsh or going 
canoeing) and doing new things you 
mightn’t have done before.

During our Year of Adventure you can watch 
wildlife, take food safaris, immerse yourself 
in our deep history and heritage, become a 
festival goer, be inspired by arts and crafts, 
breathe fresh mountain air or walk our coast 
path. Not forgetting, of course, the thrill of 
screaming down a zip line at 100mph or 
jumping off a cliff into the sea.

Feeling adventurous already? Here are some 
ideas to get you going.

Fly by wire. Zip World Velocity at Bethesda 
attracted worldwide publicity when it 
opened in 2013. No wonder. It’s the longest 
zip line in Europe and fastest in the world 
– and a ‘Best Days Out’ winner in the 2015 
Wales National Tourism Awards.

In the dark. For adventures in deep 
space gaze into our night skies. They 
are pitch perfect for the job, and that’s 
official – the Snowdonia National Park 
was recently declared an International 
Dark Skies Reserve.

OUR YEAR 
OF ADVENTURE

Zip World, Bethesda

Visit Wales has designated 2016 a ‘Year of Adventure’. That’s excellent 
news for us. In fact, we got there � rst. We’ve been specialising in 
adventure tourism for longer than we care to remember – from the time 
way back when Victorian travellers � rst discovered our mountains. 
We even produce a free guidebook called One Big Adventure. Download 
it from our website or, if you prefer, we’ll pop one in the post.

Trawsfynydd

2 Eryri Mynyddoedd a Môr | Snowdonia Mountains and Coast 2016



Our Year of Adventure

Sunny side up. GreenWood Forest Park 
near Bangor recently became the UK’s 
first solar-powered adventure park, adding 
yet more brownie points to its green 
credentials (where else can you find a 
people-powered rollercoaster?). It might 
take its eco-duties seriously, but it’s a 
seriously fun place too, coming fourth in 
TripAdvisor’s Top 10 UK Amusement Parks 
for 2015. It’s onwards and upwards for 
GreenWood – 2016 plans include a new 
‘SolarSplash’ ride.

New for old. Harlech Castle’s new ‘floating 
bridge’ allows visitors to enter the fortress, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site, by its original 
entrance for the first time in 600 years. It’s 
part of a multi-million-pound project that 
also includes a brand-new visitor centre 
using state-of-the-art interpretation to tell 
the castle’s exciting story.

A sailing superstar. Big news for sailing 
fans. Plas Heli, Wales’s new National Sailing 
Academy and Events Centre, opened its 
very attractive doors in July 2015. Along 
with Pwllheli’s superb marina and sailing 
waters, it’s yet another reason why so many 
boats set sail to this part of Wales.

GreenWood Forest Park, near BangorHarlech Castle

Plas Heli, Pwllheli

‘ Snowdonia’s geography can be majestic, primal and 
breathtaking all in the same moment. Add to that the 
welcome of us Welsh and it’s pretty obvious why anyone 
with a passion for adventure gravitates here.’ 

Richard Parks
Former Wales international rugby player, extreme environment athlete 
and Year of Adventure Ambassador

Tasty adventures. We all like our food 
fresh and local, don’t we? Now we know 
where to find it, thanks to Naturally 
Conwy. It helps you find good produce 
throughout the Conwy Valley by listing 
butchers, bakers and candlestick makers 
(okay, not the last one, but you get 
the idea).

Walk this way. For 2016 we’re launching 
a series of new waymarked walks, based 
around the Wales Coast Path, that highlight 
places of cultural and historic interest. 
Around 20 are planned, located all the 
way along our shores – see our website 
for more details.

Let’s get digital. Our heritage and 
history may be a thing of the past, 
but it’s told in a dynamic and exciting 
new way. See for yourself by visiting 
www.snowdoniaheritage.info

Tre’r Ceiri, Llithfaen

For more adventures please see overleaf 
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OUR YEAR OF ADVENTURE
Going underground. There are lots of 
opportunities for subterranean adventures. 
Take mine tours at Beddgelert, Blaenau 
Ffestiniog, Conwy Falls, Corris and Llanfair 
(near Harlech). Explore Electric Mountain’s 
amazing underground world at Llanberis. 
And – would you believe it? – bounce below 
ground on giant trampolines or tackle zip 
lines and an adventure course in caverns, 
also at Blaenau Ffestiniog.

Le Tour de Gwynedd. Local hero Sir Dave 
Brailsford of British cycling fame is backing 
two new routes opening in 2016. Ffordd 
Brailsford/Brailsford Trail routes will take 
in classic climbs and sights, including the 
Llanberis Pass, a Sir Dave favourite.

Surf and turf. You need sea for surfing, 
right? Wrong, actually. Surf Snowdonia, 
which opened last year in the very green 
Conwy Valley, is the world’s first inland 
surfing lagoon. Wave goodbye to waiting 
for good conditions: unlike the sea, you can 
expect big waves every minute.

Wild things. Watch ospreys in the 
Glaslyn Valley near Porthmadog and Manx 
shearwaters on Bardsey Island National 
Nature Reserve. Then venture up into the 
wilds of Cwm Idwal (another NNR) and see if 
you can spot the Snowdon lily, a rare arctic-
alpine plant that survives amongst the crags.

Grin and Bear it. Bear Grylls is a Year of 
Adventure Ambassador. He likes this part 
of the world so much he bought a house 
here (an island, actually – St Tudwal’s Island 
West off the Llŷn Peninsula). Learn the tricks 
of his trade on a Bear Grylls Survival Course 
operated by Dragon Raiders Activity Park 
on Llŷn.

I’m a prisoner, but please don’t get 
me out of here. Portmeirion was the real 
star of the cult TV series, The Prisoner. It’s 
now home to Festival No. 6 (the title pays 
homage to the prisoner’s number), a ‘bespoke 
banquet of music, arts and culture’ you’ll 
willingly lock yourself away for. The event 
won Best Small Festival Award in 2015.

Bear Grylls at Dragon Raiders Activity Park

Bird watching near Aberglaslyn

Surf Snowdonia, near Conwy

Festival No. 6, Portmeirion

Go Below, near Betws-y-Coed

Sir Dave Brailsford, Drws y Coed, Nantlle Valley
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Our Year of Adventure

Ogwen Valley 
Andy Milton 

Snowdon 
Linda Pearson 

Snowdon 
John Ansell 

Llyn Padarn, Llanberis
Stephen Lomax 

Carnedd y Cribau near Moel Siabod 
Sharon Whitley © Gary Jones Wildlife Photography

Wales’s Year of Adventure: FACEBOOK FAVOURITES

#FindYourEpic

Tryfan 
Chris Davies 
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Space travel
It’s easy to get away from it all. Take a walk 
on the wild side among the Rhinogydd, 
southern Britain’s last true wilderness. Filling 
the gap between Snowdon and Cader Idris, 
they’re an unexplored expanse of moor, 
heath and gnarled rocky outcrops seemingly 
untouched by the 21st century. Apart from 
the birds and animals that call it home 
(including a thriving population of wild 
goats), you’ll have the place to yourself. 

Water world
The Park’s crags and valleys are watered 
by rushing rivers and streams, scenic lakes 
and waterfalls. Check out Bala’s Llyn Tegid. 
Almost five miles long, it’s the largest natural 
lake in Wales and a hotspot for water-based 
activities of all kinds. The 100-plus lakes here 
also include Llyn Gwynant, near Beddgelert, 
an impossibly picturesque body of water 
carved by glaciers millennia ago. 

PEAK PERFORMANCE

At a towering 3560ft/1056m, it’s hardly surprising that Snowdon 
– Yr Wyddfa in Welsh – is the Snowdonia National Park’s headline 
feature. But it’s just one of many high points. The Park is layered 
with natural beauty of all kinds and at all levels, from rocky peaks 
down to a sandy coast.

Snowdon

Adventurer Bear Grylls captured the area’s 
sudden and surprising contrasts when he 
said ‘some of the world’s best climbers’ are 
drawn to its mountains, an environment 
very different to the lush, green Vale 
of Ffestiniog, a ‘real Jurassic Park, a whole 
lost world’.

Here’s what you need to know to get the 
best out of your visit.

The big one
The highest mountain in Wales and England, 
Snowdon’s summit has serious altitude. 
A trip to the top can take many forms. 
Give yourself a workout by walking up on 
a choice of routes of varying length and 
gradient. Or take things easy and hop on 
the Snowdon Mountain Railway for the 
ride of your life. However you make the 
ascent, on a clear day you’ll be rewarded 
with sensational views (best enjoyed 
with a warming cuppa in the Hafod Eryri 
Visitor Centre).

Size matters
Snowdon may be the daddy of them 
all, but the National Park’s other peaks 
aren’t far behind. Flanking Snowdon 
are 14 summits standing higher than 
3000ft/915m – seven of them taller than 
Scafell Pike, England’s loftiest mountain. 
So now you know why the team that first 
conquered Everest trained here.

Mountain interest
Despite its prominence, Snowdon itself 
occupies a comparatively small space in 
the north-west of the Park. Away from 
its looming shadow, mythical Cader Idris 
dominates the Park’s southern reaches. 
Legend has it that this mist-shrouded 
peak was once the armchair of a giant 
and that anyone who spends the night 
there will awake a poet, a madman or not 
at all. Equally compelling are the lonely 
peaks of the Aran, Arenig and Berwyn 
mountain ranges around Bala on the 
Park’s eastern gateway. 
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Easy riding
Let someone else do the driving. Thanks 
to the Snowdon Sherpa bus service, it’s 
easy to explore the Park without your car. 
The hop-on, hop-off Sherpa network has 
been specifically designed around walkers 
and sightseers. Alternatively, ride the rails 
on the Conwy Valley line from Llandudno 
to Blaenau Ffestiniog (calling in at Betws-
y-Coed) or the Cambrian Coast line along 
Cardigan Bay, with self-guided walking trails 
at many of the stops (see the Cambrian 
Lines website for full details). 

Coast stories
The Snowdonia National Park may be famous 
for its mountains, but it’s also home to 
stunning shores, a succession of wide sandy 
beaches, rolling dunes, idyllic estuaries and 
pretty little harbours. For more information 
on the coast, turn to pages 10/13.

Safety � rst
Conditions change fast in Snowdonia’s 
wild and rugged landscapes, so make sure 
you’re properly prepared and ready for 
anything. Visit www.mountainsafe.co.uk 
for help and advice.

Llyn Gwynant, near Beddgelert

Llyn Tegid, Bala

‘ The beautiful, rugged and 
wild terrain of Wales lends 
itself so well to so many 
activities and adventures. 
Snowdon is an international 
icon and encapsulates the 
spirit of Wales and the 
Welsh people. It’s a place 
where dreams are hatched 
and challenges fulfilled.’ 

Bear Grylls
Year of Adventure Ambassador

Figure it out: The National Park in numbers

It’s home to NINE 
mountain ranges 
with more than 
90 SUMMITS 
between them

The Park covers
an area of 

823
square miles

the third 
largest in 
the UK

Founded in

the first 
in Wales

1951
There are 

OVER 
100 LAKES 

people live here, more than 
half of them Welsh speakers

26,000

Catch the Snowdon Sherpa

www.eryri-npa.gov.uk
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The wheel deal
Cycling is the new national sport (well 
almost). According to research, around 
four million people are now keen on taking 
cycling holidays. The success of the British 
Cycling Team and Team Sky has inspired 
us to get on our bikes – and many of you 
appear to be pedalling our way. It’s not just 
serious road cyclists we’re talking about. 
In addition to tough climbs steeper than 
the Alps there’s plenty here for weekend 
cyclists, family groups and easy riders. Not 
forgetting world-class mountain biking for 
those who prefer rocks, mud and mayhem 
to tarmac.

Route masters 
We’ve put together seven family-friendly 
recreational routes of varying length. 
They’re purpose-built, following disused 
railway lines and quiet rural paths that are 
traffic free (or traffic light) – and very, very 
scenic. For a flavour follow the popular 
Lôn Eifion route from Caernarfon to Bryncir, 
a green avenue of native trees and plants 
with splendid views of mountains and coast. 

Out on a limb, up in the hills, 
along the lake 
For more adventurous cyclists, the Llŷn 
Peninsula, ‘Snowdon’s Arm’, is an enticing 
prospect. Four cycling routes showcase the 
very best of Llŷn’s peaceful lanes, sandy 
bays and secluded beaches. Mynydd yr 
Ystum, for example, is a 19-miler from 
Aberdaron that takes in part of the Pilgrims’ 
Way to Bardsey Island. 

Mountain-ringed Dolgellau is the perfect 
cycling hub with a wealth of routes, easy and 
challenging. Break yourself in on the gentle 
Mawddach Trail, then head into the hills on 
the Cader Idris Route.Bala is another popular 
centre. Routes here include the easy/moderate 
10-mile Bala to Llanuwchllyn ride along the 
shores of Llyn Tegid.

THE 
A-LIST

Antur ‘Stiniog

The sky’s the limit 
Sir Dave Brailsford, Team Sky guru and the 
brains behind the renaissance of British 
cycling, hails from the village of Deiniolen 
near Llanberis. He talks lovingly about 
pedalling up the Llanberis Pass ‘millions 
of times’. Now’s your chance to follow in 
his wheeltracks for we’re launching the 
‘Ffordd Brailsford/Brailsford Trail’ in 2016. 
Two waymarked circular routes celebrate 
our local hero by featuring some of his 
favourite cycling roads, taking in many 
popular destinations (Caernarfon, Betws-y-
Coed, Beddgelert, etc) as well as challenging 
climbs and spectacular scenery.

Muddy marvellous 
If you’re a mountain biker you’ll have heard 
of Coed y Brenin. Modern mountain biking 
in Britain was born in these woods north 
of Dolgellau when a band of enthusiasts 
created the first purpose-built singletracks. 
From little acorns … the range and scope 
of CyB’s mountain biking network is now 
enormous, with everything from family 
trails to the ‘exhilarating, skill-stretching’ 
Beast of Brenin.

Mawddach Trail, Barmouth

Adventures. Activities. Adrenaline. It’s what we do. Snowdonia Mountains and Coast has a bit 
of a reputation when it comes to the Great Outdoors and what you can get up to in them. Here, 
we take a look at what’s happening in our hills and mountains (for coastal- and water-based 
activities please see pages 10/11). We can’t possibly include everything. Go to our website 
for the full picture, plus details of our free One Big Adventure guide.
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The A-List

Offroad cycling has spread like wildfire in 
our hills and forests. Blaenau Ffestiniog is 
the latest place to have been set alight, with 
full-throttle downhill trails at Antur ’Stiniog 
mountain biking centre. And there are more 
wicked, woody routes in the Beddgelert, 
Dyfi, Gwydyr and Penmachno forests.

Race on 
Our sportives and etapes are some of the 
best in the UK. Enter competitions like Etape 
Eryri (‘absolutely fantastic’ says Sir Dave 
Brailsford) and the Llŷn Coastal Sportive.

‘ I always get excited about a 
trip to Snowdonia. I love its 
rugged landscape and the 
sheer scale of the mountains 
with their glacial features. 
Whether I’ve been running, 
hiking, climbing or kayaking, 
it’s very hard to leave.’ 

Tori James
Year of Adventure Ambassador and 
the first Welsh woman to climb Everest.

For more details 

on the routes 

mentioned here 

– plus many 

others – go to the 

cycling section of 

our website.

WAYS TO GO

Footnotes
We love to walk. The Victorians got the 
ball rolling when they ventured into our 
mountains for the first time. It’s now a 
seriously popular pastime – and with all that 
scenery on our doorstep, we’re still leading 
the way.

Mountain high
We have mountains everywhere – more 
than 90 peaks, in fact. So as well as 
superstars like Snowdon and Cader Idris 
you’ll find wonderful walking everywhere. 
Head for the rugged Carneddau, for example, 
the largest joined-up stretch of high country 
in Wales over 2500ft (762m). The Ogwen 
Valley is a good access point for this lonely 
mountain range, which contains Carnedd 
Llywelyn, the third-highest mountain in the 
Snowdonia National Park.

Easy going
You don’t have to be a macho mountain 
man to enjoy this part of Wales. Beneath 
those rocky peaks there are gentle trails 
in sheltered valleys cloaked in ancient 
oakwoods, waymarked forest walks, and 
picturesque paths alongside lakes and rivers. 
See the Snowdonia National Park’s website 
for walks ranging from ‘Hard Mountain’ to 
‘Easy Leisure’ and ‘Family Walks’.
www.eryri-npa.gov.uk

The coast with the most
And we haven’t yet mentioned the coast. For 
walks beside the sea and information on the 
Wales Coast Path please see pages 10/13.

Coed y Brenin

Carneddau

For more walking 

suggestions, 

detailed routes, 

maps, digital trails 

and downloadable 

apps go the walking 

section of our website.

TALKING WALKING

Cyclists welcome. 
Look out for this logo on 
our accommodation pages. 
The property will have special 

features such as secure bike storage, drying 
facilities and so on.

You’re welcome
Bala, Llanfairfechan, Penmaenmawr and 
Trefriw are members of the ‘Walkers are 
Welcome’ scheme, which identifies towns 
and villages that are especially walker 
friendly. For more information go to: 
www.walkersarewelcome.org.uk

And look out for the 
‘Walkers Welcome’ logo 
on our accommodation 
pages – it means that 

the property has facilities appreciated 
by walkers.
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COAST STORIES

Penmaenmawr Dinas Dinlle

Beside the seaside
Given the prominence of our mountains, 
it’s not surprising that our coastline can 
sometimes fly under the radar. But take 
the time to investigate and you’ll discover 
beguiling places like the Llŷn Peninsula’s 
squeaky clean Porth Oer, also known as 
Whistling Sands. It’s a geological oddity 
where the beach audibly squeaks beneath 
your feet, a phenomenon that occurs in 
only a handful of places worldwide. 

Shell Island near Harlech is famous for … 
guess what? For a sense of the Sahara go to 
endless Black Rock Sands near Porthmadog, 
Barmouth or Dinas Dinlle near Caernarfon. 
And if small and seductive resorts are your 
coastal cup of tea, you’ll love places like 
Aberdyfi and Abersoch.

Walking tall
Threading its way along the entire coast, 
the 870-mile Wales Coast Path is the first 
of its kind anywhere in the world. It opened 
in 2012 to rave reviews (Lonely Planet, 
for example, placed it at number-one in 
its worldwide top 10, asking ‘how better 
to truly appreciate the shape – and soul – 
of a nation?’). Almost a quarter of the path 
lies within Snowdonia Mountains and Coast. 
To get the most out of it see the coastal 
walking information overleaf.

Hey good looking
Jutting into the sea like an outstretched arm, 
the Llŷn Peninsula is a sanctuary of Celtic 
culture, wildlife and pristine coastal beauty. 
In fact, it’s a protected Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty, a Heritage Coast that’s 
home to 90 miles of hidden coves, rocky 
headlands and friendly little resorts. And the 
beauty goes on and on further south, along 
the Cambrian Coastline where mountains 
meet Cardigan Bay along big beaches and 
lovely estuaries that have inspired painters 
and poets.

Just beachy
Here’s a north-to-south rundown:
•  Penmaenmawr – long, sandy beach 

with sailing club and refurbished 
promenade

•  Llanfairfechan – fun, family-friendly 
resort with a large sandy beach

•  Dinas Dinlle, near Caernarfon – 
enormous beach with widescreen views 
to match. Great for walkers, windsurfers 
and power kiters

•  Nefyn – two miles of sweeping sands, 
scooped out of the coastline in perfect 
crescents. The impossibly pretty National 
Trust village of Porthdinllaen is perfect too

•  Porth Oer, near Aberdaron – a true 
one-of-a-kind, with ‘Whistling Sands’ that 
really do squeak underfoot 

•  Aberdaron – broad sandy beach on 
Llŷn’s ‘land’s end’, sheltered between two 
spectacular headlands

Porth Oer, near Aberdaron

It’s all in the name. Snowdonia Mountains and Coast includes sand, sea, 
beaches and bays as well as rocky peaks, hills and forests. We’re home to 
200 miles of coast and more than 35 beaches, as well as one of the most 
spectacular stretches of the pioneering Wales Coast Path, a world’s � rst. 
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Coast Stories

Abersoch

‘  Britain’s seaside 
vacations are in fashion 
… Our customers tell us 
there is a strong trend 
for British nostalgia…’ 

Andrea Tarpey
Holiday expert with LateRooms.com, 
who also said that many people 
are ‘rediscovering’ their love of 
the British seaside in a trend that 
was ‘set to continue’

•  Abersoch – one of our most popular 
resorts. A big hit with families, watersports 
enthusiasts, shoppers and people watchers

•  Pwllheli South Beach (Marian-y-De) – 
a three-mile curve of sand and shingle, 
backed by rolling dunes

•  Morfa Bychan (Black Rock Sands) – this 
big beach’s golden sands, rock pools and 
dunes make it a popular spot for families

•  Harlech – untouched sandy beach, 
backed by big dunes and theatrically 
overlooked by Harlech Castle

•  Shell Island, Llanbedr – sand, dunes and, 
of course, shells

•  Barmouth/Abermaw – bustling resort 
town that boasts a huge sandy beach, 
plus views over the mountains and 
Mawddach Estuary

•  Tywyn – popular surfing beach with 
almost five miles of sand. Also a good 
place to spot dolphins and porpoises

•  Aberdyfi – dramatically located at 
the mouth of the Dyfi Estuary, this big 
sandy beach is great for windsurfing and 
wildlife spotting

Shell Island
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Beach Type R Ö } w d s Q Í ß 4  Ë 1

Aberdaron P, S, C 

Aberdyfi S, D, E

Abererch S, D

Abersoch S, D

Barmouth S, E

Bennar S, D

Black Rock Sands S, D

Borth-y-Gest S, E

Cricieth S, P, RP

Dinas Dinlle P, S

Fairbourne P, S

Harlech S, D

Hell’s Mouth P, S, C

Llanbedrog S

Llandanwg P, S, D

Llanfairfechan RP, S, P

Nefyn S, C, RP

Penmaenmawr RP, S, P

Porthdinllaen S

Pwllheli S, D, P

Trefor P, S

Tywyn P, S

Whistling Sands S, RP, C

Beach-type key: RP – Rock Pools  E – Estuary  S – Sandy  D – Dunes  P – Pebble Beach  C – Cliffs
www.blueflag.org / www.keepwalestidy.org 

On the beach

Award-winning beaches 
For information on Blue Flag, Green Flag 
and Seaside Award-winning beaches go 
to www.welshbeaches.org 

Paws for thought
Dogs are allowed access to walk on the 
majority of our beaches. Sections of certain 
beaches have Dog Exclusion Zones to 
manage their use and keep them clean 
and safe. For the latest information, please 
contact one of our Tourist Information 
Centres (see back cover). 

Best of British 
In 2015, The Sunday Times listed two 
Llŷn beaches in their ‘best of British’:
•  Porth Oer – ‘Great surfing and 

bodyboarding … and dramatic sunsets.’

•  Porthdinllaen – ‘An idyllic curve 
of shell-rich sands … (with) great rock-
pooling and a thriving seal colony.’

11

 www.ymweldageryri.info | www.visitsnowdonia.info



Give us a wave 
Take a look at the beach chart on the 
previous pages for surfing locations. 
The surf’s particularly good on the Llŷn 
Peninsula at places like Porth Neigwl (its 
alternative name, Hell’s Mouth, says it all). 
Wakeboarding is an Abersoch speciality, 
while stand-up paddleboarding is popular in 
a number of venues. We even make our own 
waves – it’s what they do at Surf Snowdonia, 
the world’s first inland surfing lagoon that 
opened last year. It’s about the size of six 
football pitches and has been designed to 
produce better and more frequent waves 
than any of Britain’s beaches.

AQUA 
ADVENTURES
We covered our land-based activities scene on pages 8/9. Now it’s the 
turn of water – by which we mean our 200-mile coastline plus countless 
lakes and rivers. Here’s a � avour of what to expect. For the full picture 
please see our website and free One Big Adventure guide.

Porthdinllaen

We are sailing 
Sailing fans head for the open seas or 
sheltered Menai Strait from havens, 
harbours, marinas and slipways all along 
the coast. The Plas Menai National Outdoor 
Centre on the shores of the Strait is one 
of many places offering multi-activities, 
including sailing, windsurfing and kayaking 
(for more information on activity centres see 
One Big Adventure or go to our website).

Pwllheli, at the gateway to some of the 
UK’s finest sailing waters, has extended 
its reputation as a magnet for enthusiasts 
thanks to the recent opening of Plas Heli, 

the Welsh National Sailing Academy and 
Events Centre. This striking new building 
close to Hafan Pwllheli’s superb 400-berth 
marina is a one-stop hub for sailors and 
has already lined up a packed schedule 
of prestigious events for 2016.

On the Menai Strait
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Aqua Adventures

River Tryweryn

Porth Cloch, near Aberdaron

Coasting along 
And then there’s walking. Admittedly, 
you’re on terra firma but quite often 
there’s sand between your toes (who 
needs walking boots?) or sea-cliffs beneath 
your feet (boots plus a head for heights 
recommended) – not to mention stunning 
sea vistas.

20 new walks 
We’ve been busy putting 
together a collection 
of new circular coastal 
walks to be launched in 
2016. There are around 
20 in all, located along 

the coast from Abergwyngregyn in the 
north to Aberdyfi in the south – see the 
walking pages of our website for details. 
You’ll also find information on Seaside 
Strolls from the Cambrian Coast Railway, 
information on the hop-on, hop-off Llŷn 
Coastal Bus Service from Nefyn to Abersoch 
and lots more walking advice.

Fresh water 
Inland, our lakes and rivers also overflow 
with aquatic action. Float your boat on the 
UK’s highest sailing venue at Llyn Brenig, 
one of Wales’s largest areas on inland water 
1200ft/365m up on the Denbigh Moors. 
Bala’s Llyn Tegid, the biggest natural lake 
in Wales, is a thriving watersports centre. 
It’s close to the River Tryweryn, a torrent 
that guarantees white-water (and white-
knuckle) rafting thrills at the National White 
Water Centre, where anyone who doesn’t 
mind getting wet can have a go.

Wild swimming is the new 
big thing, but please stay 
safe and take all necessary 
precautions (see Natural 

Resources Wales’s Wild Swimming Code 
at www.naturalresources.wales). Dip 
in at mountain streams and lakes – and 
quirky places like the Blue Lake, Friog, near 
Fairbourne, an abandoned slate quarry 
now filled with pure spring water (‘truly 
wonderful and magical’, ‘cold and deep!’ 
are some of the comments posted by 
The Outdoor Swimming Society).

Go kayaking on beautiful Llyn 
Gwynant near Beddgelert 
or Llyn Padarn at Llanberis. 
Other watersports lakes include 
Llyn Geirionydd hidden away in the 
Gwydyr Forest, Llynnau Mymbyr near 
Capel Curig, and Llyn Trawsfynydd.

Llyn Padarn, Llanberis

Appy days 
Load up your 
smartphone 
to keep the 
information you 
need close at 
hand. The Trails 
North Wales app 
features a series of 
inspirational circular coastal walks 
(www.trailsnorthwales.info). To download 
five spectacular walks of around 2½ to three 
miles taking in the very best of the Llŷn 
Peninsula go to www.ahne-llyn-aonb.org. 
All are available for a range of mobile devices.

Online 
Go sea angling from our shores and 
deep-sea boats. Or head inland for game 
fishing on rivers and lakes (Llyn Myngul, for 
example, has superb brown trout fishing). 
There’s good coarse fishing too at places 
like Llyn Trawsfynydd. For more information 
see our free Fishing guide available as a 
download or by post.

It’s a slip
For information on slipways, boat launching 
and marinas contact the Gwynedd Maritime 
Unit on 01758 704066. For harbours and 
maritime information in the Conwy area call 
01492 596253.
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Friday
It’s a beautiful autumn day, ideal for driving to 
Harlech on North Wales’s Cambrian Coastline  
– a perfect start to our weekend away. The 
journey itself was a pleasure, taking us on 
the coast road from Dolgellau and through 
Barmouth. We even managed to squeeze in 
a stop at the medieval ruins of Cymer Abbey 
near Dolgellau. It’s a lovely, atmospheric spot 
full of history. We’ll definitely come back on 
a summer’s day to camp, picnic and paddle 
in the nearby streams.  

ONE BIG WEEKEND 

Castle Cottage, our accommodation for 
the weekend, nestles in a lane right next 
to famous Harlech Castle. After a warm 
welcome from hosts Glyn and Jacqueline 
Roberts, we settle into our spacious room, 
a combination of contemporary luxury and 
character features, with a huge comfy bed, 
exposed wooden beams and views over 
the castle. 

We’d heard good stories about Castle 
Cottage – about the food as well as the 
accommodation. We weren’t disappointed. 

My evening meal started with pancakes 
with crispy lamb, a Welsh twist on a 
favourite Chinese dish. The main course 
exceeded all expectations with the best 
steak I’ve ever eaten, a rib eye seared to 
mouth-watering perfection. Glyn’s cooking 
was out of this world! 

Saturday
An action-packed day dawns. Another 
scenic drive takes us to Blaenau Ffestiniog, 
home to Llechwedd Slate Caverns and Zip 
World. First on the agenda was Llechwedd’s 
Victorian mine tour with quarryman and 
guide Phil, whose ancestors worked here. 
His stories brought to life the challenges 
faced by the men who once toiled here, 
deep underground. In recent years the 
mines have found a new purpose as an 
underground cold store for maturing 
local cheese. Naturally we had to have a 
sample. The flavoursome Dragon Cheese 
went perfectly with some local ale from 
the Great Orme Brewery. The Snowdon 
Ale, a tasty pale ale, and the Orme Bitter 
were both mighty fine beers.

Castles, caverns, great food, wild walks and awesome adventures. 
Ellen Hobday and James Reardon-Smith packed them all into 
a few days away in North Wales. Here’s Ellen’s daily diary.
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One Big Weekend

Then the adrenaline began to flow. Our day 
continued with a high-altitude ride on Zip 
World Titan, Europe’s largest zip zone, no 
less. Three increasingly fast wires took us 
on a thrilling aerial journey over the former 
slate quarry, an exhilarating experience that 
was similar to free-falling. At the highest 
point, the summit of Snowdon came into 
view, lit by a ray of brilliant sunshine. 

Below ground things were just as exciting. 
The finale to our day was Zip World 
Caverns, one of the latest additions to the 
Zip World family. After an initial safety 
briefing we were let loose on a 35m-high 
zip wire course, strung through slate caverns 
deep underground. This proved to be by far 
the most nerve-wracking experience (James 
turned green, much to my amusement). 

After negotiating our way through many 
zips we arrived at the ‘bouncy bridge’, 
which I made sure was particularly bouncy 
for James! Despite his earlier troubles, he 
decided that the underground zips were 
actually the highlight of his day, because 
they pushed him out of his comfort zone 
and made him confront his fear of heights. 

Splitting slate at Llechwedd

Zip World Titan

Mine’s a pint

Maturing cheddar at Llechwedd

The day at Blaenau Ffestiniog had 
everything: fun, excitement, challenge, 
history, local food and drinks. All the local 
people we talked to during the weekend 
were immensely enthusiastic about Zip 
World and the rejuvenation it has brought 
to the area. The vibe in these parts is that 
everyone loves Zip World. There’s a feel-
good atmosphere here which has spread 
throughout the community. 

 www.ymweldageryri.info | www.visitsnowdonia.info

Adventure wasn’t quite over for the day. 
Back at Castle Cottage, we indulged in 
a fantastic, five-course culinary journey, 
a tasting menu featuring ham and pea soup, 
seafood linguini, duet of duck, treacle tart 
and an artisan farmhouse cheese. It was, 
quite simply, my number-one meal of all 
time. We certainly slept well that night 
in the comfort of our big bed.

15

 www.ymweldageryri.info | www.visitsnowdonia.info



Sunday
We wake to clear skies, perfect for exploring 
our mighty next-door neighbour, the World 
Heritage Site of Harlech Castle. I’ve seen 
quite a few castles, and in my opinion it’s 
the most spectacular in Wales. Thanks to the 
opening of a new visitor and interpretation 
centre, its appeal is now even greater. 
Accessibility has also been improved 
with a walkway allowing pushchairs and 
wheelchairs easy access to the castle 
grounds. The new café is a resounding 
success too. Run by a member of the local 
community, it’s stocked with scrumptious 
bites to eat. 

We were guided around by local resident 
Sian, who was full of fascinating bits of 
information. James tackled his fear of 
heights for a second time, climbing the 
spiral stairs up to the ramparts for some 
breathtaking views of the North Wales 
coast. As we explored, Sian brought 
the castle’s magic to life with stories 
of the tragic heroine Branwen from 
the Mabinogion, the ancient collection 
of Welsh folk tales.

As the day was still bright we decided to 
give our walking boots a workout. Walkers 
have a lot to thank the National Trust 
for, so we decided to pay homage to the 
organisation’s beginnings. A meandering 
path through gorse and bracken at 
Barmouth took us to the headland of Dinas 
Oleu, the birthplace of the Trust in 1895 
when it was donated by philanthropist 
Fanny Talbot. As we ambled upwards along 
interconnecting paths, we were treated to 
dramatic views over the Mawddach Estuary 
and Cardigan Bay. Dinas Oleu

‘ Some of my favourite 
memories of the weekend 
came from simply driving 
around North Wales. As we 
were travelling down country 
lanes and along the coast, 
I found myself anticipating 
the spectacular scenery 
around every corner. 

‘ My favourite part of the journey was up 
the coast from the Mawddach Estuary, 
past Barmouth and on into Harlech. The 
views were just amazing.

‘ Despite all the action-packed activities, 
we also enjoyed falling into the area’s 
relaxed pace of life, especially in the many 
friendly pubs and inns where we sampled 
some great local ales and hospitality.

‘ All in all, I fell in love with the area 
instantly and am already looking forward 
to coming back for another visit. To sum 
it up in a few words: sea, scenery, thrills, 
laughs and relaxation.’ 

JAMES SAYS

Harlech CastleExhibition, Harlech Castle
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One Big Weekend

The hillside was full of things to discover. 
We took a breather at Fanny Talbot’s 
‘open-air sitting room’, stopped by the 
Frenchman’s Grave and ascended the path 
past Tŷ’n-y-Ffynon, the house where Fanny 
Talbot once lived. Many more routes were 
left unexplored for future visits. 

We then decided to walk a little of the 
870-mile Wales Coast Path, the first of 
its kind in the world. We choose arguably 
the most scenic – and certainly the most 
unusual – stretch across the mouth of the 
Mawddach Estuary on the old wooden 
railway bridge that still carries Cambrian 
Coast trains, then along the southern 
shore to Penrhyn Point. A steady flow 
of bicyclists and walkers accompanied 
us – we later learnt that bike hire from 
Barmouth is a popular option for the full 
five-mile route to the point and back.  

Back in Barmouth we stopped for a drink 
in The Last Inn, one of the oldest pubs in 
Wales, and browsed the high street. The 
Oriel Gallery drew us in with its display of art 
capturing local scenes in paintings, pottery, 
photography and prints. To cap it all off we 
strolled along the beach to be treated to a 
playful performance from a pair of seals.  

Our final meal of the weekend was at 
Dylan’s in Cricieth, a recently opened 
relative of the award-winning restaurant 
of the same name of the Menai Strait. 
Dylan’s is housed in a former art deco 
dance hall, beautifully restored to retain its 
unique 1950s character and set in a perfect 
beachside location. The food and welcome 
lived up to the setting. We celebrated the 
end of our weekend with some incredible 
cocktails and fabulous local food. The 
roasted rump of Welsh lamb with orange, 
red pepper couscous, saffron yogurt and 
toasted almonds was a taste to savour 
and remember.

On founding the National Trust, Octavia 
Hill said: ‘We all need space, places to sit 
in, places to play, places to stroll in and to 
spend a day in.’ We definitely found these 
during our stay. Other impressions? Mainly 
one of surprise – surprise at the food, the 
wealth of activities, the vibe, the welcome 
and the way that past meets present. Oh, 
and being confronted by far more than we 
managed to pack into our already jam-
packed weekend. Although just up the road 
from Harlech, we didn’t even have time to 
visit Portmeirion, the world-famous village 
created by architect Sir Clough Williams-
Ellis – yet another reason to head this 
way again. 

Ellen and James visited:

Cymer Abbey, Dolgellau 
Download the audio tour from:
www.snowdoniaheritage.info/en/
location/425/dolgellau-town

Castle Cottage, Harlech 
T. 01766 780479
www.castlecottageharlech.co.uk

Llechwedd Slate Caverns, 
Blaenau Ffestiniog
T. 01766 830306
www.llechwedd-slate-caverns.co.uk

Zip World, Blaenau Ffestiniog
T. 01248 601444
www.zipworld.co.uk

Harlech Castle 
T. 01766 780552
www.cadw.gov.wales

Dylan’s, Cricieth 
T. 01766 522733
www.dylansrestaurant.co.uk 

NEED TO KNOW

Dylan’s, Cricieth
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Dolgellau Tourist Information Centre, 
Dyffryn Ardudwy Neolithic Burial Chamber, 
Llangybi (at St Cybi’s Well), Penmaenmawr 
(at New York Cottages), and Trawsfynydd 
(at Tomen-y-Mur Fort).

Our story
The Ein Treftadaeth – Our Heritage project 
is storytelling 21st-century-style. It’s all 
about sharing our history and culture in 
new and exciting ways, combining all our 
yesterdays with the latest technology. Head 
to www.snowdoniaheritage.info to 
learn more and download audio tours and 
inspirational itineraries. 

Alternatively visit one of our interactive 
hubs for a more hands-on experience. You’ll 
find them here: Bangor (at Storiel), Caerhun, 
south of Conwy (at St Mary’s Church), 
Caernarfon Tourist Information Centre, 
Clynnog Fawr (at St Beuno’s Church), 

TIME TRAVEL
Caernarfon Castle

Our rich heritage and culture stretches back millennia. It’s a journey that 
encompasses everything from prehistoric monoliths and Roman remains 
to towering medieval castles and reminders of the Industrial Revolution. 
Don’t think of them as dusty old relics. They are living pieces of a story 
that is still being written. Read on for some top tips on time travel in 
Snowdonia Mountains and Coast. 

King of the castles
He may have been an English invader, but 
Edward I left a legacy that’s now famous 
worldwide. This great medieval castle-
builder’s Welsh fortresses, extraordinarily 
ambitious and expensive for their time, 
are so iconic that they are now UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites. Castles at Caernarfon, 
Conwy and Harlech are stunning examples 
of Edward’s work. And bringing things bang 
up to date, Harlech’s new state-of-the-art 
visitor centre and stunning ‘floating bridge’ 
give a fresh perspective on this ancient site.

Local heroes
Edward didn’t have things entirely his own 
way. We also had royalty of our own. The 
Princes of Gwynedd once ruled much of 
medieval Wales from mountain strongholds 
like Castell y Bere and Dolwyddelan Castle, 
atmospheric monuments with a revealing 
and real sense of the past. 

The Princes of Gwynedd project highlights 
the role these native medieval noblemen Conwy Castle
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Dyffryn Ardudwy

Dolwyddelan Castle

played in shaping North-west Wales. Their 
stories are told at information hubs in Tourist 
Information Centres at Beddgelert, Betws-y-
Coed, Caernarfon and Conwy, as well as at 
Cricieth Castle Visitor Centre and the National 
Trust’s Craflwyn property near Beddgelert.

Log on to www.princesofgwynedd.info 
to learn more and download audio tours 
of key sites like Aberconwy Abbey, 
Abergwyngregyn, Castell y Bere, Conwy 
Town Walls, Cricieth Castle, Cymer Abbey, 
Deganwy Castle, Dinas Emrys Castle, 
Dolbadarn Castle, Dolwyddelan Castle, 
Gwydir Chapel and Llys Rhosyr (on Anglesey).

Something old
The many prehistoric sites left by our 
distant ancestors make even our ancient 
castles seem like new kids on the block. 
Forgotten hillforts, mysterious monoliths 
and dark tombs dot the landscape, including 
the burial chamber at Dyffryn Ardudwy. 
Built around 3500BC, it might be the oldest 
stone structure in Britain.

No place like Rome
We can’t imagine what the Romans made 
of our wild landscape and feisty natives 
when they invaded in AD43, but they 
certainly left their mark. See for yourself 

at Segontium in Caernarfon, a fort that 
predates the town’s famous castle by 1000 
years, and Tomen y Mur, an atmospheric 
hilltop ruin near Trawsfynydd.

Working life
North Wales was the ‘slate capital of the 
world’ during the Industrial Revolution. Visit 
the National Slate Museum at Llanberis, a 
former working quarry preserved as it was 
when the quarrymen last clocked off. Go 
underground at Llechwedd Slate Caverns, 
Blaenau Ffestiniog for a dramatic insight 
into the subterranean lives of Victorian 
slate miners. Follow the Taith y Lechen/
Slate Trail along the Lôn Las Ogwen path 
between Bangor and Nant Ffrancon on a 
journey that tells the story of the industry 
that roofed the world. And see a modern 
operational slate works in action at Inigo 
Jones near Penygroes.

Mother tongue
The Welsh language is part of the flavour 
of daily life in these parts. Get a taste for 
yourself at Nant Gwrtheryn Welsh Language 
and Heritage Centre near Llithfaen on 
the Llŷn Peninsula and experience the 
spiritual tug of place and culture. Budding 
authors and poets can also explore our 
lyrical language at Tŷ Newydd, the National 
Writers’ Centre at Llanystumdwy.

Taking care
Cadw – meaning ‘to 
keep’ – is the Welsh 

Government’s historic environment service, 
responsible for monuments like the castles 
at Caernarfon, Conwy and Harlech. Find 
out more by downloading the Cadw app 
to your smartphone and signing up for the 
monthly e-newsletter.

A matter of trust
The National Trust looks after 
mansions and historic houses 
large and small – everything from 

Bangor’s neo-baronial Penrhyn Castle to 
humble Tŷ Mawr Wybrnant in Penmachno, 
home of Bishop William Morgan, who first 
translated the Bible into Welsh. Get the 
National Trust smartphone app for details 
on properties and opening times. 

Saintly steps
Follow in the footsteps of 6th-century 
Celtic saints by walking part, or all, of the 
Pilgrim’s Way, which runs for over 130 
miles from Basingwerk Abbey, Holywell, 
in North-east Wales to Ynys Enlli, Bardsey 
Island, the ‘Isle of 20,000 Saints’. For 
full details, including places of interest 
en route and practical advice, go to 
www.pilgrims-way-north-wales.org

Arts alive
In 2016 we’re welcoming a few new star 
performers to our lively cultural scene. 
Storiel (formerly the Gwynedd Museum 
and Art Gallery) has just moved house to 
a beautifully renovated space in Bangor’s 
Old Bishop’s Palace. Pop in to see collections 
telling Gwynedd’s long story (everything 
from Roman swords and the crowns of 
ancient kings to folk and social history) and 
changing exhibitions from visiting and local 
artists. Pontio, Bangor University’s Arts and 
Innovation Centre, is another newcomer. 
This spectacular modern building hosts 
an expansive cultural programme covering 
theatre, cinema, comedy and music.

Storiel, Bangor

Pontio, Bangor

Dolbadarn Castle
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Bangor: Blue Sky Café. This ‘local gem’ 
has a ‘laid-back vibe and warming wood-
burner… Flexible menus include Welsh 
rarebit, warm lentil, chorizo and sausage 
salad, (and) the ever-popular hand-made 
burger made with Welsh beef.’

Barmouth: Bistro Bermo. A ‘pint-sized 
local bistro’ with ‘assured seasonal dishes’, 
serving ‘comfortably familiar, modern British 
food built on carefully sourced ingredients.’ 

Betws-y-Coed: Bistro Betws-y-Coed. 
Gerwyn Williams’s ‘generous, varied menus’ 
are based on ‘classical foundations laid 
down in such places as Odette’s in London, 
and here combine well with local flavours.’ 

Caernarfon: Blas. This new entry for 2016 
serves ‘generous, wholesome food… Expect 
vibrant flavours at this pretty little eatery… 
where vintage combines with modern art 
to create an endearingly homely space.’ 

Conwy: Dawsons at the Castle Hotel. 
Notable for its ‘designer décor and local 
produce’, Dawsons ‘tries to be “all things 
to all customers” – but fortunately it does 
those things well.’

Dolgellau: Mawddach. ‘Mediterranean 
flavours on a family farm’, Mawddach is a 
‘sophisticated restaurant … where the lamb 
for (the) modern British menu is raised.’

Harlech: Castle Cottage. Glyn Roberts’s 
‘seasonal Welsh cooking… takes the 
fashionable multifarious approach to main 
ingredients. So salmon comes three ways 
– hot-smoked, cold-smoked and gravadlax – 
and then lamb does too.’

For seafood fans there are catch-of-the-day 
local lobsters, crabs, bass, sole and mussels 
landed in Conwy and elsewhere along our 
shores. All this fresh, local goodness goes 
into dishes ranging from the very best 
fish and chips to fine dining at award-
winning restaurants.

Our local menus also feature artisan cheeses 
and home-baked goodies, honeys and jams 
– even Snowdonia’s very own beers and 
wines. It’s food that’s in tune with the times, 
food that comes fresh from farm (and fishing 
boat) to fork.

By the book
2016 sees a bumper 
crop of local places 
to eat listed in the 
best-selling Waitrose 
Good Food Guide.

Abersoch: Porth Tocyn Hotel. ‘It’s a hot 
bet for an escapist holiday,’ says the guide, 
adding that its ‘dining room (is) part of 
the allure. The menus offer a confidently 
expressed tour of the modern British style.’

IN THE 
FOOD MOOD

Black Boy Inn, Caernarfon

But what kind of food? Take your pick. We cater for all tastes, traditional 
to adventurous. Tuck into treats like Welsh Black beef reared on the lush 
pastures of the Conwy Valley, or lamb from the hills (and, for extra-special 
melt-in-the-mouth tenderness, the saltmarshes of the Dwyryd Estuary). 
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In the Food Mood

Llanberis: Bwyty’r Copa/The Peak. 
‘It’s a long way from Soho’s Groucho 
Club to the foothills of Snowdonia, but 
one-time big-city chef Angela Dwyer 
is now feeding throngs of walkers, 
climbers and tourists.’

Look, it’s local
You’ll find local goodness everywhere 
in these parts – in farm and food shops, 
delicatessens and farmers’ markets.

Naturally Conwy 
Look out for this label on menus, 
shelves and in shop windows. 
It’s given to produce that’s local 
and where skill and craft have 

gone into its creation. Food and drink 
producers throughout the Conwy Valley are 
part of this new scheme. They include the 
sweet-toothed Siwgr a Sbeis at Llanrwst 
(guess what they make) and the Great 
Orme Brewery, Llandudno.

Inn for a treat 
Two local inns won Tourism Awards from 
Visit Wales in 2015. The Bee Inn at 
Eglwysbach in the Conwy Valley is a leading 
example of how far pubs have come in 
the last decade or do. It’s a foodie heaven 
with reviews to die for (‘yummy’, ‘fantastic’, 
‘10 out of 10’). Caernarfon’s Black Boy Inn 
is a long-standing favourite with locals and 
visitors alike. Expect bags of character and 
taste – and great hospitality too (it also won 
a ‘Best Place to Stay’ Award).

Tea and cakes 
They’re what every walker wants. You’ll find 
them at friendly Pen-y-Ceunant Isaf on 
Snowdon’s lower slopes. It won a 2015 Visit 
Wales Tourism Award for favourites like 
bara brith (a fruit loaf), toasted tea cakes, 
welshcakes, Snowdon Pudding … you get 
the picture. 

Penmaenpool, near Dolgellau: 
Penmaenuchaf Hall. Expect ‘old-fashioned 
elegance and modern menus’ in the 
‘conservatory dining room, which has 
wonderful views across the gardens to the 
Mawddach Estuary… the menu is perfectly 
in tune with the surrounding landscape.’

Pwllheli: Plas Bodegroes. 
‘A boutique restaurant-with-rooms since 
well before the phrase was actually coined, 
Chris and Gunna Chown’s alluring Georgian 
house in a bucolic setting has been one 
of Wales’s premium dining addresses 
since 1986.’ Please note: Plas Bodegroes 
is currently up for sale. Please check 
before booking.

The other Edward 
The castle-building King Edward I is forever 
associated with Conwy. Another Edward 
(Edwards, actually) is now getting in on the 
act. Edwards of Conwy is a must-visit 
emporium. Crowned Britain’s Best Butcher’s 
Shop of the Year for 2014, it’s famous for 
displays that might – just might – tempt a 
vegetarian. ‘Beautifully displayed food and 
helpful staff,’ says TripAdvisor.

Market forces 
Local produce markets are held at:

Conwy: Last Wednesday of every month 
except December when it’s the Wednesday 
before Christmas Day (9am–1.30pm).

Ogwen: Second Saturday of every month 
(9.30am–1.30pm) at Llys Dafydd, Bethesda; 
from November to March at Jerusalem 
Chapel, Bethesda.

Porthmadog: Last Saturday of every month 
(9.30am–2pm) at Y Ganolfan, Harbour.

Pop-up places: The Snowdonia 
Farmers’ Market will be visiting locations 
throughout the region in 2016. 
For more information go to 
www.facebook.com/
MarchnadEryriSnowdoniaMarket and 
follow them on Twitter @MarchnadEryri

Farm fresh 
Buy fresh from the field. Meet the people. 
Check out the provenance. It’s all on a plate 
at our farmers’ markets, farm shops, food 
festivals and fairs. For more on real food from 
real people go to www.fork2fork.org.uk 
or contact our Tourist Information Centres 
(see back page).

Market days 
Barmouth: Thursday and Sunday 
(summer only). 
Blaenau Ffestiniog: Tuesday. 
Caernarfon: Saturday (all year) and 
Monday (May–September). 
Llanrwst: Tuesday. 
Porthmadog: Friday. 
Pwllheli: Wednesday. 
Tywyn: Monday (summer only).

Take a food safari 
Snowdonia Safaris run tasty trips and 
masterclasses that take in everything 
from local cheese to wine, farm produce 
to seafood.

Farmers’ market

Edwards of Conwy
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Our key selling point is a huge stock of 
friendly, independent businesses offering 
one-of-a-kind items created in and inspired 
by our spectacular surroundings. Here are 
just a few reasons why you should bring 
your shopping bag.

Making time
We’re a creative bunch. Local artists and 
artisans flourish throughout the area, their 
workshops, studios and shops bursting 
with one-off gifts and mementoes. At 
Parc Glynllifon near Caernarfon, the craft 
collective Iard (pronounced ‘yard’) has 
recently been joined by some new arrivals. 
Historic workshops have been renovated 
and are now home to independent craft 
businesses, including jewellers, sculptors, 
ceramic artists and potters. 

There’s more at Corris Craft Centre, 
a miniature village made up entirely of 
workshops and boutiques. It’s a popular 
spot and winner of a ‘Best Days Out’ 
Tourism Award from Visit Wales in 2015.  

HOT SHOPS

Corris Craft Centre

State of independence
Shopping is always a pleasure in the 
friendly, family-run stores populating high 
streets in places like Bala, Caernarfon, 
Dolgellau, Llanrwst and Pwllheli. Our shops 
are vital parts of their communities. Warm 
welcomes come as standard, whether 
you’re local or a visitor.

‘Everything we work with 
comes from within just 
a few miles of the shop. 
We’re really lucky to be 
so rich in woodland and 
natural resources. I scavenge 
driftwood from the beach 
and gather deadwood from 
the forests. Our products 
look like where they’ve come 
from. You get a real sense of 
what they were before they 
became a chair or table.’

Behind the counter: 
John Skilleter
Taran Eco Designs, Corris Craft Centre

Dolgellau

Our shopping scene prizes the personal over the pre-packaged and the 
hand-made over the mass-produced. Of course, you’ll � nd the usual high 
street names, but they are just a small part of our unique retail landscape. 
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Hot Shops

Perfectly formed
Bigger isn’t necessarily better. Kerfoots 
department store in Porthmadog may be a 
minnow compared to Harrods or John Lewis, 
but every inch of it is packed with the best 
in homeware, clothing and luxury items. 
It’s a big-city shopping experience wrapped 
up in a small town package. Another 
Porthmadog store that punches above its 
weight is the historic Cob Records. It’s 
known worldwide for its Aladdin’s cave of 
rare vinyl and knowledgeable staff – you 
don’t get that with Amazon. For a mix of 
crafts and cakes go to Pethau Melys on 
the harbour, a delightful little café and craft 
shop that’s linked to Glosters Pottery in 
town, a shop full of hand-made gifts and 
goodies. The top-rated Big Rock Café 
is another popular spot (take a look at its 
impressive TripAdvisor ratings).

Arts online
To find out what’s happening on our creative 
scene visit www.creativegwynedd.com 
for all the up-to-date arts news, plus a 
comprehensive directory of artists, art 
associations and art centres. For a closer 
look at art studios and workshops, 
check out the Helfa Gelf Arts Trail 
at www.helfagelf.co.uk. 

‘ Natural Welsh slate is hugely important to this area. Here at 
Inigo Jones we make all kinds of things out of it – everything 
from nameplates and plaques to clocks and lamps.

‘ Slate is the perfect material for making gifts and mementoes. 
It’s 500 million years old before you start and it will last forever. 
Unless you drop it or break it somehow, it will still be exactly the 
same in 1000 years’ time. You can’t buy many things like that.’

Behind the counter: John Lloyd
Inigo Jones Slate Works, near Penygroes

The shopping list
Where to find exactly what you’re 
looking for:

Hand-made heaven. Head to 
Llanberis for unique items in enamel 
and wood, made on-site at Odyn 
Copr. Or take home a real piece of 
Snowdonia – choose from a huge 
range of items made from local slate 
at Crefft Elidir. 

Perfect pottery. The fantasyland 
village of Portmeirion is a magical 
shopping location, with a charming 
choice of chic boutiques, including 
a Portmeirion Pottery outlet.

Celtic creativity. Caernarfon’s Doc 
Fictoria is home to Celtica, a large, 
modern store packed with the best 
local products – art, crafts, textiles 
and food – from Wales and other 
Celtic counties.

Outdoor types. Adventure hub 
Betws-y-Coed is the place for outdoor 
gear and accessories. There’s also an 
impressive collection of independent 
craft and gift stores.

All mod cons. Bangor’s high street 
is the longest in Wales. It’s also home 
to the modern Deiniol and Menai 
shopping centres where you’ll find 
all the big brands.

Buy local
Look out for 
this logo when 
you’re out 
and about 

– it means that the shop has signed 
up to the Buy Local Gwynedd 
campaign. You’ll be helping yourself 
find something distinctive and special – 
and also helping the local community.

Inigo Jones, Penygroes

Kerfoots, Porthmadog

A good deal more
As well as providing info on local events, 
attractions and accommodation, our 
Tourist Information Centres are also great 
places to shop for books, gifts, souvenirs 
and local produce.
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ADVENTURES FOR ALL
On these next few pages we’ll introduce you to some of the leading 

players on our activities and attractions scene. Adventures in 
Snowdonia Mountains and Coast come in all shapes and sizes. 

Full-on outdoor activities include rock climbing, downhill mountain 
biking and coasteering. For family adventures there are parks, rides 

and play areas. And for laid-back adventures you can ride a 
narrow-gauge railway through the mountains or go wildlife 

watching on a boat trip in Cardigan Bay.

Activities in our Great Outdoors
You’re spoilt for choice. Bach Ventures is 
a good place to start. Based at Waunfawr 
near Caernarfon, this adventure activities 
provider tailors courses and experiences 
suited to your requirements. The choice 
– both exhaustive and exhausting (in the 
nicest possible way) – includes kayaking, 
coasteering, gorge scrambling, hill skills and 
expeditioning, multi-adventure days and 
team building. Phew.

Want to get to know the mountains better, 
first-hand and up close? Then take a look at 
the outdoor experiences served up by RAW 
Adventures based near Llanberis. You’ll be 
in experienced, trusted hands on a variety 
of courses, including ‘climb Snowdon’ days, 
family walking days, wild camping and hill 
and mountain skills, aimed at small and large 
groups of all ages and abilities.

Expert guidance is on hand at Wales 
Walking Holidays, a specialist company 
that organises tours for novices and 
experienced walkers (with luggage 
transfers) ranging from a few to 14 days. 
Walks cover many parts of Wales, including 
Snowdonia, the Wales Coast Path and 
Offa’s Dyke, and as well as guided packages 
there’s the option of self-guided walks. The 
Isle of Anglesey is a speciality – you can 
combine it with a walking or sightseeing 
tour of Snowdonia. Cycling packages are 
also available.
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PaintballWales.com at Llanddeiniolen 
near Llanberis is paintballing with attitude. 
There’s a choice of eight play areas based 
on themes such as ‘Capture the Flag’, 
‘Terminator’ and ‘Storm the Fort’. Plus an 
Outdoor Laser-Tag game for youngsters 
over five.
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Ride the rapids at the National White 
Water Centre near Bala. The UK’s first – 
and favourite – white-water rafting centre 
uses the dam-released waters of the River 
Tryweryn for an aquatic blast. There’s 
everything from ‘extreme’ and ‘taster’ 
sessions to kayaking and canyoning on tap, 
plus multi-activity weekend breaks (where 
you won’t get quite so wet).

For more attractions and activities please see overleaf 

If there’s one company that has really put North Wales 
on the adventure travel map in the last few years it’s this 
one. Zip World opened a few years back at Bethesda. 
Its Velocity zip ride is the fastest in the world and the 
longest in Europe. Then came Zip World Titan and 
Caverns at Blaenau Ffestiniog, where you zip along 
both overground and underground. Finally, there’s 
Bounce Below, a giant subterranean trampolining 
experience (plus walkways, slides and tunnels), the first 
of its kind in the world.

Coed y Brenin Forest Park near 
Dolgellau is the daddy of all mountain 
biking centres. But that’s not the end of 
it. The UK’s first purpose-built offroad 
centre has evolved into a fully fledged 
activities destination, with facilities and 
attractions for all abilities including walking 
trails, children’s play areas, geocaching, 
orienteering and a visitor centre (complete 
with bike shop and café). It has also 
recently developed as a trail running 
centre – another UK first – with dedicated 
waymarked routes, events and running 
shop with footwear demo area.

Release your inner Tarzan at the newly 
opened Zip World Fforest, Betws-y-Coed. 
Okay, you won’t be swinging through the 
trees in a loincloth, but you’ll be up there 
on the new Zip World Fforest Safari. The 
adrenaline also flows when on the world’s 
highest ‘PowerFan’ parachute jump and 
Skyride, Europe’s highest giant swing. If 
it all sounds too scary, don’t worry – Zip 
World Fforest has something for everyone, 
with the Junior Tree Trail for youngsters or 
Caffi Coed for a coffee and a bite to eat 
while you watch the action.

‘ Everyone has a different take on 
adventure. It could be climbing the 
towers at Caernarfon Castle, white-
water rafting on the River Tryweryn 
or coming to see us. You can do it all 
around here.’

Sean Taylor, Zip World
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Water power is still used at 
Trefriw Woollen Mill, one of 
Wales’s best-known traditional 
mills. All is explained on a mill tour 
that demonstrates how raw wool is 
converted into colourful Welsh tapestry 
bedspreads, blankets, tweeds, travelling 
rugs, soft furnishings and garments. 
You’ll see them in the mill’s large, well-
stocked shop along with other goods.  
The mill museum is open April to 
October, and there are rug-making 
and hand-spinning demonstrations 
June to October.

North Wales’s historic slate industry 
lives on at Inigo Jones Slate Works 
near Penygroes. They’ve been making 
slate products here for over 150 years, 
starting with school writing tablets. 
Today’s large product range – including 
items for the home and garden made 
with local slate, the best in the world 
– is displayed in the attractive 
showroom, along with other Celtic 
and Welsh themed craft products. 
You can also take a self-guided tour 
of the workshop and try your hand 
at engraving.

Swimming and climbing compete for your attention at Harlech and 
Ardudwy Hamdden/Leisure. This community-run centre has a 
superb 90ft/25m indoor pool plus The Rock, billed as the area’s ‘most 
innovative, exciting climbing wall’. It certainly lives up to its name, 
with overhangs, pillar blocks and slabs to tackle – but don’t worry, it’s 
suitable for complete beginners as well as experts.

Here’s another undercover experience – but with a difference. 
Go Below Underground Adventures based at Conwy Falls near 
Betws-y-Coed takes you into the spectacular subterranean world of 
an abandoned slate cavern. You have to earn the experience, mind, 
by braving a series of fun challenges along the way like zip-lining, 
scrambling, boating, climbing a waterfall and abseiling down to the 
deepest point in the UK.

No worries about the weather at the Beacon Climbing Centre, 
Caernarfon. It’s a big indoor climbing centre with all kinds of 
challenges, from fun zones (try the wacky CrazyClimb) to the more 
serious stuff – so there’s something here to keep beginners and 
experts on their toes. There’s also a bouldering area and café. 

Indoor (and Underground) Adventures and Activities

Art, Crafts 
and 

Shopping
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Think of an activity and there’s a good chance that you can do it at Glasfryn Parc near 
Pwllheli. Go karts, quad bikes, archery, fishing, clay pigeon shooting, 10-pin bowling and ice 
skating (even in summer) are just some of the things on offer at this very popular attraction 
– plus a state-of-the-art wakeboarding and watersports park and award-winning farm shop.

At King Arthur’s Labyrinth, Corris, you get to float in a boat through caverns, drifting 
past dramatic sound-and-light shows that take you back to the Celtic Britain of King Arthur. 
That’s just the half of it. Back on the surface there’s more legendary storytelling in the Lost 
Legends of the Stone Circle, plus shopping-with-a-difference at Corris Craft Centre. And you 
can go underground for a second time with Corris Mine Explorers.

Family Fun

GreenWood Forest Park at Y Felinheli near 
Bangor is, well, very green. It has won tons of 
awards for its eco-friendly rides and attractions 
based on solar power – not to mention the world’s 
first people-powered rollercoaster. Its most recent 
addition (opening in spring 2016), the SolarSplash, 
joins many other experiences including Tree-Top 
Towers, a Barefoot Trail and Crocodile Maze. No 
wonder it also wins awards for sheer family fun.

For more attractions and activities please see overleaf 

‘Hearing all the happy voices on a busy day, it 
gives me great satisfaction to know that we’re 
giving lots of families memories that they’ll 
have for a lifetime. It’s great to be involved in 
a business that creates so much joy.’
Stephen Bristow, GreenWood Forest Park

Bendi-gedig. What does that mean? It’s the lovely Welsh word for ‘fantastic, wondrous, 
blessed, brilliant’. So it’s entirely appropriate that they named Barmouth’s indoor adventure 
play area Bendi-gedig. It’s designed by two young mums, so they know what children of all 
ages up to 12 like to get up to – namely running, jumping, sliding and bouncing their way 
through a maze of inventive play equipment. There’s also a paint-a-pot pottery studio.

Caernarfon’s Yr Hwylfan/The Fun Centre is North-west Wales’s biggest indoor adventure 
play area. Kids love the giant drop slides, ball pools, maze, tubes, climbing nets, play areas, 
mini-electric go karts and laser games. Adults can take a back seat and relax in the licensed 
restaurant with patio area. There’s also a fascinating interactive mini-museum.
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Heritage, Traditions  
and Green Snowdonia

Little Railways
The charming Llanberis Lake Railway 
runs along the shores of Llyn Padarn in 
the Padarn Country Park. The there-
and-back journey of five miles takes in 
spectacular lake and mountain views 
– hardly surprising, when the mountain 
in question is Snowdon. Stop off for a 
lakeside picnic at the Cei Llydan halt, 
and also visit the National Slate Museum 
near the terminus.

Tywyn’s Narrow-Gauge Railway 
Museum is a shrine for rail buffs. 
It’s filled with locomotives, signalling 
equipment, old tickets, wagons… 
and a wagon load of other railway 
memorabilia (over 1000 artefacts in 
all). The museum also tells the story 
of local slate haulage and the role of 
narrow-gauge lines throughout Britain. 
It’s located at Talyllyn Railway’s Wharf 
Station, so you’ll just have to round 
the day off with a trip up the line to 
Abergynolwyn.

Here’s one that’s on the bucket list of 
all narrow-gauge railway enthusiasts. 
It’s two actually – the Ffestiniog and 
Welsh Highland Railways. Put them 
together and you have a train ride of 
almost 40 miles – with stunning scenery 
all the way. Catch the Welsh Highland 
from Caernarfon to Blaenau Ffestiniog 
(a 25-mile trip that threads sensationally 
through the Aberglaslyn Pass), then hop 
on the Ffestiniog to Blaenau Ffestiniog 
(13½ miles along a lovely wooded vale). 
Make that almost 80 miles in total, since 
you have to get back to Caernarfon.

If you’ve seen the slate mines now’s the 
time to complete the story of slate by 
visiting Amgueddfa’r Môr Porthmadog 
Maritime Museum. Town and harbour 
grew up as a slate-exporting port in the 19th 
century. The last remaining slate shed is 
now home to a museum that tells the story 
of seafaring and shipbuilding (including 
the famous Western Ocean Yachts), a tale 
inspired by the world’s appetite for high-
quality Welsh slate and Porthmadog’s 
development as a deep-sea trading port.

It’s an electrifying experience, like being on a 
film-set of a James Bond movie. The trip from 
the visitor centre into Electric Mountain 
at Llanberis is mind-boggling. The mountain 
in question – Elidir – is hollowed out, hiding 
the largest pumped-storage hydro-electric 
power station in Europe. You can drive a bus 
through the vast tunnels – a good job, since 
you’ll be on it as it trundles through awesome 
subterranean spaces the like of which you’ve 
never seen before (apart from in the movies).

It makes a change from slate. Sygun 
Copper Mine near Beddgelert is a 
remarkable underground experience that 
tells the story of Victorian copper mining. 
On the self-guided tour of the old workings, 
abandoned in 1903, you’ll see natural 
wonders like copper ore veins containing 
traces of silver and gold, stalactites and 
stalagmites, plus man-made audio-visual 
presentations. Above ground, go panning 
for gold while the kids enjoy the children’s 
adventure playground.

Want to know more about the Llŷn 
Peninsula’s unique natural and human 
history? Then go to Porth y Swnt at 
Aberdaron. The name of this National Trust 
visitor and interpretive centre, meaning 
‘Gateway to the Sound’, is a reference to the 
stormy stretch of water between Aberdaron 
and Ynys Enlli, Bardsey Island, the ‘Isle of 
20,000 Saints’. Simply designed and taking 
its cues from Aberdaron’s architecture and 
maritime past, the centre is also a gateway 
to all of Llŷn, an Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty with a rich cultural identity.
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We obviously haven’t been able to cover all of our attractions and places to visit here.  
For a fuller picture see the ‘six areas’ gazetteer section of this guide or go to our website.THAT’S NOT ALL...

Explore the Llŷn Peninsula’s wildlife-rich 
waters with Cardigan Bay Wildlife 
Cruises. Haf-Aled, the company’s new, 
fast, stable catamaran, operates from 
Hafan Pwllheli, the town’s stylish marina. 
Llŷn’s abundant marine life includes 
seals, dolphins and teeming populations 
of seabirds. The scenery is just as 
spectacular – Llŷn’s coastline is an Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Fishing 
trips are also available.

On  
the  
Water

For the ride of your life look up RibRide 
Adventure Boat Tours, a top-
rated, multi-award-winning company 
praised for its professionalism. RibRide 
operates along the Menai Strait and off 
Anglesey from Menai Bridge, Beaumaris, 
Caernarfon and Holyhead, using quiet 
but powerful boats that hit speeds of 
50mph. It’s fast, it’s fun – and you’ll be 
introduced to North Wales’s marine 
life, history and heritage along the way. 
Private charters are also available – and 
ask about the special Bear Grylls tours.

It’s also a blast when you ride with 
Seawake – Anglesey Boat Trips.  
The company’s six- and eight-person 
RIB powerboats, captained by fully 
qualified, experienced pilots, operate on 
the Menai Strait and around Anglesey 
from Dinorwic Marina (Y Felinheli), 
Beaumaris, Menai Bridge and Plas 
Newydd. Go for an exciting ‘Blast’ ride 
down the Strait, or experience what 
450hp feels like on ‘The Beast’. There 
are slow rides too, plus private charter 
– and you can have a go yourself on the 
‘Powerboat Experience’.

Attractions that go  
the extra mile

Visit Wales has recognised high quality by awarding attractions 
that make a special effort to create memorable experiences for 
their visitors. Here are the 2016 award-winners from Snowdonia 
Mountains and Coast.

GOLD AWARD  
Attractions that achieve excellence for their 
facilities and customer service
•   Coed y Brenin Forest Park,  

near Dolgellau
•   GreenWood Forest Park,  

Y Felinheli, near Bangor
•  Plas yn Rhiw, near Aberdaron
•  Snowdon Mountain Railway, Llanberis

HIDDEN GEM  
Smaller, quality attractions/places of 
interest (under 20,000 visitors a year)
•  Lloyd George Museum, Llanystumdwy
•   RibRide (adventure boat trips along the 

Menai Strait)
•   Royal Welch Fusiliers’ Museum, 

Caernarfon Castle

BEST TOLD STORY  
Attractions that achieve excellence in 
conveying their ‘story’
•  Mary Jones World, Llanycil, near Bala

QUALITY CAFÉ  
Attractions that achieve excellence  
for their food
•   Bodnant Garden,  

Tal-y-Cafn, Conwy Valley
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Come and explore the beautiful coastline 
of Anglesey and the Menai Strait on 
one of our rib rides. We depart every 
day from Bangor and Beaumaris Piers. 
1 hour trips are £20 per person. 
Book now on 01248 716335.
www.angleseyboattrips.com

40 High Street, 
Menai Bridge LL59 5EF
T: 01248 716335 
info@seawake.co.uk 
www.angleseyboattrips.com  

Months open:1–12; Days open: Mon–Sun; 
Hours open: 10am–6pm
} Œ k ] Z ß

Anglesey Boat Trips 3D

PAINTBALLWALES.COM

Warrior Woods, Llanddeiniolen, 
Gwynedd LL57 4EE  
T: 01248 340000 M: 07557 340000
info@PaintballWales.com
www.PaintballWales.com  
Top venue in North Wales for birthdays, 
stag do’s and outdoor family fun! 
Excitement, adrenaline, adventure. 
Paintball & Laser-Tag Park. Best game 
zones, equipment and prices! 
Play VIP style!.. without the VIP price tag!!
Follow us on facebook.com/paintballwales. 

3D

3 Penrallt, Menai Bridge, Anglesey, LL59 5LP  
T: 01248 713611 
info@waleswalkingholidays.com
www.waleswalkingholidays.com  

Award-winning company offering walking 
holidays on the Wales Coast Path (Conwy, 
Bangor, Anglesey, Caernarfon and Cardigan 
Bay). Included: Accommodation, luggage 
transfer, routes and maps. Walking packages 
in Snowdonia also available. 

Months open:1–12; 
Days open: Mon–Sun 
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Wales Walking Holidays 2D

Tel: 01286 650643
Info@bachventures.co.uk
www.bachventures.co.uk

Bach Ventures, Pentre Bach, Waunfawr, Caernarfon, Gwyned, LL54 7AJ 
Months open: 1–12; Days open: Mon–Sun } k

• Gorge Scrambling
• Coasteering
• Kayaking
• Sea Kayaking
• Rock Climbing
• Hill Walking

OPEN ALL YEAR
Weekdays 10am-10pm
Weekends 10am-8pm

EXPLORE & BOOK AT
www.beaconclimbing.com

beacon
climbing centre

Beacon Climbing Centre|Cibyn Estate|Caernarfon|LL55 2BD

NORTH WALES’ #1 INDOOR CLIMBING VENUE SYGUN 
COPPER MINE 
Beddgelert, Gwynedd, LL55 4NE  

Tel: 01766 890595
sygunmine@hotmail.com

www.syguncoppermine.co.uk

4E

Open: 10th Feb – 10th Nov; 27th Dec – 2nd Jan. 
9.30am – 5pm British summer time, 10am – 
4pm British winter time. Prices: Family 2+2 
£28, Family 2+3 £34, Adults £8.95, Senior/
Student £7.95, Child £6.95. } C k Z h

Main Road, Trefriw, 
Conwy Valley LL27 0NQ 
T: 01492 640462 
info@t-w-m.co.uk
www.t-w-m.co.uk

See the weaving and water driven turbine. 
We manufacture Welsh tapestry bedspreads, 
travelling rugs and tweeds from the raw wool and 
generate our own electricity. Additional machinery 
can be viewed Easter – October. Our products 
are available in the shop plus soft furnishings 
and accessories made up in our fabrics.

Weaving: Months open: 2–12; Days open: Mon–Fri (except Bank Holidays) 
Hours open: 10am–1pm and 2pm–5pm; Shop: Open all year; Days open: 
Mon–Sat (and Sundays Easter–Oct); Hours open: 10am–5pm 
Admission: Free (regret no school parties) } k ß Z * ß 

Trefriw Woollen Mills 3F

raw-adventures.co.uk
climb-snowdon.co.uk

 Climb Snowdon Days
 Mountain Skills
 Winter Mountains
 Ridges of Snowdonia
 Welsh 3000s
 Overseas Trek Training
  Duke of Edinburgh 
Expeditions

www.kingarthurslabyrinth.co.uk
T: 01654 761584 

Sail through 
the magical 

underground 
waterfall into a time 
of myth and legend.
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7E

Talbot Square, King Edward Street
Barmouth LL42 1AD  
T: 01341 281 523
www.bendi-gedig.com
info@bendi-gedig.com
Bendi-gedig! A fun filled children's indoor 
adventure centre, catering for ages 0–12 
years. Family friendly café boasting an 
affordable tasty menu, packed with local 
Welsh produce. Enjoyable for all!

Open all year; 7 days a week; 
Hours open: Mon–Sat 10am–6pm, 
Sunday 10am–4pm
Admission: Varies – see website
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Soft Play Centre
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Our two narrow-gauge railways run through the very heart of the Snowdonia National Park and provide the perfect way to relax and enjoy the 
scenery during a car-free, care-free journey in comfortable, family-friendly carriages - with on-train toilets and an 'at-your-seat' buffet service. 

There is always plenty to entertain and enjoy, both on and around the railways - you can ride the trains all day, take a shorter trip to one of 
our many stations to explore the local villages and countryside at your leisure, or visit us for one of our popular family-friendly special events. 

The WELSH HIGHLAND from Porthmadog to Caernarfon, 25 miles 
'coast to coast', climbs across mountain slopes and through deep 
valleys with views of an unspoilt landscape often inaccessible by road. 

The FFESTINIOG RAILWAY climbs for 13½ miles from Porthmadog 
winding past picturesque farms, ancient oak woods, waterfalls, lakes 
and mountain moors to Blaenau Ffestiniog with its famous slate caverns. 

Y Groeslon, Caernarfon, 
Gwynedd LL54 7UE
T: 01286 830242 
F: 01286 831247
slate@inigojones.co.uk
www.inigojones.co.uk

Self guided tour of works includes geological 
historical calligraphy and letter cutting exhibitions. 
Opportunity to try calligraphy and cutting on a 
piece of slate that you get to keep as a souvenir. 
Quality slate products and other Welsh gifts 
available. Cafe on site and plenty of free parking.

Months open:1–12; Days open: Mon–Sun; Hours open: 9am–5pm; 
Adults £5.50; Children & Concessions £5; 
Family (2 adults + 2 children) £19.00
} C k ] ß Z ß  

Inigo Jones Slate Works 4D

Gilfach Ddu LL55 4TY
T: 01286 870549
accounts@lake-railway.co.uk
www.lake-railway.co.uk

Our vintage Narrow Gauge Steam Trains take you 
on a five mile return journey along the shores of 
lake Padarn, following the route of the old slate 
railway. Passengers are treated to spectacular 
views of Snowdon and nearby mountains. 
The main station is adjacent to The Welsh 
Slate Museum.

Months open: 2–12; Days open: Send for timetable or check 
website; Hours open: Please phone or check website;
Prices: Adults £8.20 (£4.50 Child); Family (2 Adults & 2 Children) 
£20.80. Reduced rates for groups.
} C Z ß _

Llanberis Lake Railway / Rheilffordd Llyn Padarn 3D

Wharf Station, Neptune Road, 
Tywyn LL36 9EY 
T: 01654 710472
curator@ngrm.org.uk
www.ngrm.org.uk

Explore the world of the narrow gauge from 
industrial steam locomotives to the charm of the 
Irish rural railways. Learn about the Reverend 
Awdry and his railway stories for children. 
Should you wish you can take a ride on the 
World’s First Preserved Railway which runs 
from our front door.

See webite for Railway Museum opening times. Admission: Free

} C G ß Z ß  h _

The Narrow Gauge Railway Museum – 60th Anniversary 8D

Activities for children
Open Daily 12–4pm 
Easter to end of October

www.porthmadogmaritimemuseum.org.uk

Porthmadog Maritime Museum
The fascinating story of the ships 
and seafaring tradition of the area.
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Mae Gwynedd yn llwyfan deniadol ar gyfer busnesau newydd ac o dwf uchel sy’n edrych
i fanteisio ar yr hyn sydd gan ogledd orllewin Cymru i’w gynnig.  Gallwn eich cysylltu â'r

bobl allweddol gan sicrhau’r defnydd gorau o'ch amser cynllunio ac ymdrechion.

Gallwn ddarparu…

• Gwasanaeth am ddim â chymorth arbennig wedi'i deilwra’n unol â’ch anghenion penodol

• Rhwydwaith gynhwysfawr o gysyll�adau lleol ac yn ehangach i gynorthwyo datblygiad busnes

• Tîm ymroddedig â chyfoeth o brofiad ac arbenigedd mewn datblygu busnes o werth uchel

Gwynedd  Barod am
fusnes…

Bwriadu Buddsoddi?

Pam Gwynedd?

• Band eang cyflym  Sicrhau cysyll�adau cyflymach a dibynadwy gan sicrhau eich bod yn cry au
effeithiolrwydd a’ch gallu i fod yn y gystadleuol

• Ffordd o fyw heb ei ail  Mynyddoedd, môr, diwylliant a chydbwysedd bywyd a gwaith gwych

• Gweithlu medrus a chyfleoedd Ymchwil a Datblygu  Lleoliad delfrydol ger dwy Brifysgol
fydenwog ym Mangor ac Aberystwyth 

• Ffyrdd, Rheilffyrdd, Awyr a’r Môr  O fewn cyrraedd rhwydd i brif ganolfannau busnes y DU a
phyrth teithio rhyngwladol

• Yn ganolog i’r coridor creadigol rhwng Dulyn ac ardal y ‘Northern Powerhouse’

• Lleoliadau busnes ardderchog gyda dewis o safleoedd datblygu ac eiddo busnes â chysyll�adau
trafnidiaeth da

Am drafodaeth gychwynnol, cysylltwch â ni:
busnes@gwynedd.gov.uk • 01286 679774
gwynedd.gov.uk/busnes

© Hawlfraint y Goron (2014) Croeso Cymru
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Gwynedd is an increasingly a�rac�ve base for new and expanding highgrowth
businesses looking to take advantage of what north west Wales has to offer.  We can

connect you with the right people, making the best use of your planning �me and effort.

We can provide…

• A free of charge service with excep�onal levels of support tailored around your exact needs

• A comprehensive network of contacts both locally and further afield to assist business development

• A dedicated team bringing you a wealth of experience and exper�se in highvalue business development

Gwynedd  Ready for
business…

Looking to Invest?

Why Gwynedd?

• Superfast broadband  Giving access to services across faster and reliable connec�ons making
you more effec�ve and improving your compe��veness 

• A way of life like no other  Mountains, coast, culture and an enviable work life balance

• A skilled workforce and innova�ve Research and Development opportuni�es  Ideally located
around two worldrenowned Universi�es at Bangor and Aberystwyth 

• Road, Rail, Air and Sea  Within easy reach of the UK’s key business hubs and interna�onal travel
gateways 

• Central to the crea�ve corridor from Dublin to the ‘Northern Powerhouse’ region

• Excellent business loca�ons with a choice of development sites and business premises all with
good transport links

For an ini�al discussion, get in touch: 
business@gwynedd.gov.uk • 01286 679774
gwynedd.gov.uk/business

© Crown Copyright (2014) Visit Wales 
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Bangor Street,  
Caernarfon LL55 1AR  
T: 01286 671911 
info@thefuncentre.co.uk 
www.thefuncentre.co.uk

The fun centre, 1400 sq ft of family fun all under 
one roof. Including 25ft high drop slides, ball 
pools, bridges, nets, tumble towers, spinning 
steps, dark maze and much more... separate 
under 5s play area. Laser Space Sport area.  
Mini Go-Carts. Licensed family friendly restaurant, 
museum and outside patio area. 

Months open: 1–12; Days open: Mon–Sun; Hours open: variable depending on time of year 

C k G  Z

3DYr Hwylfan/The Fun Centre

Parc Coedwig 

Coed y Brenin 
Forest Park

Mae coetiroedd Llywodraeth 
Cymru wedi’u hardystio’n unol 
â rheolau’r Forest Stewardship 
Council®

Welsh Government woodlands 
have been certified in accordance 
with the rules of the Forest 
Stewardship Council®

wedi’i ailgylchu 100%

recycled paper

Parc Coedwig Coed y Brenin, 
ger Dolgellau
 
 Llwybrau Cerdded yn y Goedwig
 Llwybrau Rhedeg
 Llwybrau Beicio Mynydd
 Canolfan Ymwelwyr
 Siop Feicio a Siop Redeg
 Mae croeso i gŵn yma

Dewch i ddathlu 20 mlynedd o 
antur yng Nghoed y Brenin!
Come and celebrate 20 years 
of adventure at Coed y Brenin

Coed y Brenin Forest Park, 
near Dolgellau
 
 Forest Walks
 Running Trails
 Mountain Bike Trails
 Visitor Centre
 Bike Shop and Running Shop
 Dog friendly

 /CoedyBreninForestPark

www.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/CoedyBrenin e-bost: coedybrenin@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.go.uk
www.naturalresourceswales/CoedyBrenin          e-mail: coedybrenin@cyfoethnaturiolcymru.go.uk

@CoedyBreninFP
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Llanberis, Gwynedd LL55 4UR  
T: 01286 870636 F:01286 873002 
info@electricmountain.co.uk  
www.electricmountain.co.uk

Tours of the Dinorwig Power Station make for 
a fascinating experience. An underground tour 
inside Elidir Mountain is like a film set for a James 
Bond movie. The vast chambers and tunnels so 
big you can drive a bus through them, which is  
a good job, since you’ll be on it!

Months open:1–12; Days open: Visitor centre open all year round. Tours operate 
Easter–End of October daily. All other times select days only; Hours open: Jan–May 
& Sept–Dec 10am–4.30pm; Jul–Aug & main school holidays 9.30am–5.30pm. 

Charges for tour only. } k ] G ß Z * ß  h _ i

Electric Mountain Visitor Centre 3D

32 To avoid disappointment please check all opening times direct with the attraction or activity provider before travelling.



01678 521083
www.ukrafting.co.uk

NWWC, Frongoch, Bala, LL23 7NU

RAFT

CANYON
KAYAK

The UK’s best rafting
at the National White Water Centre

GreenWood Forest Park, Y Felinheli, Gwynedd. SAT NAV- LL55 3AD

24hrs info line: 01248 670 076
Open Daily Mid-March – End October 10am – 5:30pm

For winter opening and more info visit the website

www.greenwoodforestpark.co.uk
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ribride.co.uk 24hr online bookings

 Holyhead  LL65 1YA
 Menai Bridge  LL59 5DE
 Beaumaris  LL58 8BS
 Caernarfon  LL55 1SR

Book on 0333 1234 303 or ribride.co.uk
#snowdoniaadventure
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Visit the award-winning centre  
to discover the very best of  
Welsh food and drink
Farm Shop: Sample & buy award-winning 
products from onsite Butcher, Bakery, Deli, 
Dairy and from 97+ local artisan producers.
Tearoom: Serving delicious freshly  
prepared Welsh breakfasts, light lunches  
& homemade cakes.
The Hayloft: The finest quality, fresh local 
produce from the region prepared in a  
modern British style by Andrew Sheridan.
The Wine Cellar: Find the perfect wine to 
match your taste. Wines available every day 
for tasting.
Also at the centre: 5-star Farmhouse & 
Cookery School.           Follow us

Bodnant Welsh Food Centre 
Tal-y-Cafn, Conwy LL28 5RP
Tel: 01492 651100
reception@bodnant-welshfood.co.uk

www.bodnant-welshfood.co.uk

BEST 
OF 

WALES

Bodnant Welsh 
Food Centre

Fishing trips also available, see our website 

www.northwalesfishingcharter.com
07990 683901  •  jason.nwfc@outlook.com  •  Hafan Pwllheli LL53 5YT
Open all year, 7 days, 8am–9pm. Prices: varies per trip. } C _

Cardigan Bay Wildlife Cruises
Come and see the breathtaking scenery and 
amazing wildlife of the Llŷn Peninsula aboard our 
new, fast, stable catamaran ‘Haf-Aled’. We have 
easy access, sheltered seating and toilet. Along our 
coastline there is an abundance of marine life that 
includes: seals, dolphins and a vast array of birdlife.

Beth am ymweld ag un o 
Ganolfannau Hamdden Gwynedd 

yn ystod eich ymweliad? 
Mae amryw o weithgareddau ar gael i bob oed 

a gallu. O ystafelloedd ffitrwydd, nofio cyhoeddus, 
ystafelloedd codi pwysau, dosbarthiadau ffitrwydd 
a gweithgareddau i’r plant – mae rhywbeth i bawb!

Why not visit one of Gwynedd 
Leisure Centres during your stay?
There are a variety of activities available for all ages 

and abilities. From fitness rooms, weight rooms, 
fitness classes, public swimming and 

activities for the children – there really 
is something for everyone! www.gwynedd.gov.uk

34 To avoid disappointment please check all opening times direct with the attraction or activity provider before travelling.



 The World’s Greatest Underground Adventure  

 The fastest zip line in the world 
 and longest in Europe  The largest 

 zip zone 
 in Europe 

 The fastest zip line in the world 
 and longest in Europe 

� � � � �

 The world’s only subterranean playground of its kind   The world’s only subterranean playground of its kind  

With something for everyone... 
from the new Zip World 

Fforest Safari to the Powerfan 
Plummet... or why not relax in 

the Caffi  Coed?

35
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Hanes cudd Eryri
Snowdonia’s hidden history

Melin Lechi Ynys Pandy, Cwmystradllyn / 
Ynys Pandy Slate Mill, Cwmystradllyn
© Ein Treftadaeth/Our Heritage

Darganfyddwch hanes unigryw Eryri

Gyda’n cymysgedd arbennig o safl eoedd hanesyddol

– caerau a chestyll Treftadaeth y Byd i chwareli a

chysegrfeydd sanctaidd, mae gan ein tirlun bopeth –

o’r diwydiannol i’r ysbrydoledig.

Dyma beth sy’n ein gwneud yn wahanol.

Beth am ddarganfod hanes cudd Eryri dros eich hunain?

www.treftadaetheryri.info

Discover Snowdonia’s unique history

Peppered with a special mix of historic sites – from World

Heritage sites and fortresses to quarries and spiritual shrines,

our landscape has it all – from industrial to inspirational.

It’s what makes us diff erent.

Why not discover Snowdonia’s hidden history for yourself?

www.snowdoniaheritage.info

36 To avoid disappointment please check all opening times direct with the attraction or activity provider before travelling.



 

Porth y Swnt, Aberdaron, LL53 8BE           01758 703810 
Oedolyn/Adult £2, Plentyn/Child £1, Aelodau/Members - am ddim/free

Nationaltrust.org.uk/porth-y-swnt

Dewch i ddarganfod beth 
sydd yn gwneud Llŷn mor 
arbennig, trwy brofi taith 
ryngweithiol o 

  
 
  
Ar agor trwy’r flwyddyn, mae 
Porth y Swnt yn fan perffaith 
i ddarganfod mwy am hanes, 
diwylliant ag amgylchedd Llŷn. 
Dewch draw i ddarganfod 
rhywbeth i’r teulu cyfan,  
beth bynnag y tywydd. 

Come and explore what 
makes Llŷn so special by 
taking a unique interactive 
journey filled with  

   
   
  
Open all year round, Porth  
y Swnt is a perfect base to  
explore the history, culture  
and environment of Llŷn.  
Come down and discover 
something for all the family 
whatever the weather. 

sound,
art and
poetry.

sŵn,
celf, a
barddoniaeth.

Darganfod   Discover

Porth y Swnt
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MARCH
1–6: Bangor New Music Festival 
www.bnmf.co.uk 

4–6: Abersoch Welsh Spring Festival
www.abersochandllyn.co.uk

4–6: LLAMFF Llanberis Mountain 
Film Festival 
www.llamff.co.uk

17–20: Sci-Fi Weekender, Pwllheli
www.scifiweekender.com

25–28: Porth y Swnt Easter Egg Hunt, 
Aberdaron
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/porth-y-swnt

26–27: Plas yn Rhiw Easter Egg Hunt
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/plas-yn-rhiw

26–28: Easter family events around the 
railways
www.festrail.co.uk

26–30: Easter Celtic Fair, 
Conwy Harbour 
www.celticfayres.co.uk

27: Pwllheli Triathlon
www.plasheli.org

28: Tywyn Fair  
T. 01654 767321

APRIL
1: Conwy Seed Fair 
www.conwybeekeepers.org.uk

1: Tŷ Mawr Wybrnant Fun Day, 
Penmachno            
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ty-mawr-wybrnant

2–3: The Great Weekend of Adventure 
(various events celebrating Wales’s 
Year of Adventure)
www.visitsnowdonia.info
www.visitwales.com

2–8: RYA British Youth Sailing 
Championships, Pwllheli
www.plasheli.org

4: Triathlon & Duathlon, Harlech
www.harlechtriathlon.org.uk

6–9: Celtic Fair, Electric Mountain, 
Llanberis
www.celticfayres.co.uk

16: Ras y Moelwyn/The Moelwyn Race, 
Blaenau Ffestiniog
www.anturstiniog.com

Please note: This list was compiled 
November 2015 and details may have 
changed, so please check dates and times 
if you’re planning to attend an event.

JANUARY
23: Buff Winter Trail Wales, 
Coed y Brenin 
www.runcoedybrenin.com

FEBRUARY
6–7:  Plas yn Rhiw Snowdrop Weekend
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/plas-yn-rhiw

13: Cambrian Rally, Llandudno 
& the Conwy Valley
www.cambrianrally.co.uk

13: Chinese New Year Parade, Bangor
www.bangor.ac.uk/confucius-institute

MAKE A DATE
Here’s a run-down of some of the festivals and events taking place 
in Snowdonia Mountains and Coast in 2016. For more details and 
an updated events list visit our website or contact local Tourist 
Information Centres (see back cover).
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39Make a Date

16: The Snowdonian – 80-mile  
round-trip on the Welsh Highland  
& Ffestiniog Railways in a day
www.festrail.co.uk

17: Gran Fondo Conwy Cycle Sportive
www.alwaysaimhighevents.com

23: Rotary Goldrush Trailrace,  
Coed y Brenin, Dolgellau
www.mawddachgoldrush.com

30–2 May: Celtic Fair, Electric 
Mountain, Llanberis
www.celticfayres.co.uk 

30–2 May: Ffestiniog Railway – 
‘Member’s Weekend’
www.festrail.co.uk

MAY
2: Sioe Nefyn Show
www.sioenefynshow.com 

7: Bala Challenge Charity Walk
www.balachallenge.org.uk

13–14: Gŵyl Fwyd Caernarfon 2016
www.facebook.com/gwylfwydcaernarfon

15: Rowen Village Gardens Open Day 
www.rowen.org.uk

20–22: Trefriw Walking Festival 
www.trefriwwalkingfestival.co.uk  

20–22: Welsh Highland Railway  
– Cwrw ar y Cledrau/Rail Ale 12th 
Annual Beer Festival 
www.festrail.co.uk  

22: Snowdonia Half Marathon, Llanrwst
www.runwales.com 

22: Snowdonia Slateman  
Triathlon, Llanberis
www.snowdoniaslateman.com 

28–29: Llŷn Land & Seafood  
Festival, Pwllheli
www.plasheli.org 

28–30: Fairbourne Centenary of Steam
www.fairbournerailway.com

28–1 June: Celtic Fair, Conwy Harbour
www.celticfayres.co.uk

29: Great Strait Raft Run, Y Felinheli
www.greatstraitraftrun.co.uk 

29: Llanbedrog ‘50 Things’,  
Llŷn Peninsula    
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/llyn-peninsula

JUNE
1–4: Three Castles Welsh Classic Trial 
(various locations)
www.three-castles.co.uk

3: Charity Swim – 750m & 1500m, Bala 
www.wrecsamtri.org.uk

3–5: Celtic Fair, Electric Mountain, 
Llanberis
www.celticfayres.co.uk

4: 3k Abersoch Holiday Homes  
Beach Race
www.abersochtriplecrown.com

4: Fairline Abersoch 10k Race 
www.abersochtriplecrown.com 

5: Llŷn Coastal Sportive, Pwllheli 
www.plasheli.org

5: Middle Distance Triathlon, Bala 
www.wrecsamtri.org.uk 

10–12: All Wales Boat Show, Pwllheli 
www.plasheli.org

11: Dysynni Trail Fest Challenge, Tywyn
www.wats-on-events.com 

11: Rock Ardudwy, Harlech
www.rockardudwy.co.uk

11: Three Peaks Yacht Race, Barmouth
www.threepeaksyachtrace.co.uk

12: Etape Eryri – The Snowdonia 
Sportive, Caernarfon
www.alwaysaimhighevents.com

12: Pig Ultra Duathlon, Dolgellau 
www.thebrutal.co.uk

18: Abersoch Sprint Triathlon 
www.abersochtriplecrown.com

18: Cricieth Festival Food Slam 
www.cricciethfestival.co.uk 

18: Trail Marathon Wales,  
Coed y Brenin, Dolgellau 
www.trailmarathonwales.com

18–25: Cricieth Festival  
www.cricciethfestival.co.uk 

25: Snowdon Rocks, Llanberis 

25–26: Barmouth Country  
& Western Festival  
www.barmouthcountrymusicfestival.co.uk

25–26: Barmouth Kite Festival  
www.barrikiteflyers.com

25–26: Conwy Pirate Weekend   
www.conwypirates.co.uk

25–26: Mawddach Paddlesports 
Festival, Barmouth & Penmaenpool  
www.paddlewales.com

30–3 July: 28th North Wales Bluegrass 
Music Festival, Conwy  
www.northwalesbluegrass.co.uk

JULY
1–10: Conwy Summer Walks 
www.cerddedconwywalks.org

2: North Wales Agricultural Show, 
Caernarfon 
www.caernarfonshow.com

9: The Legend Triathlon, Llanberis 
www.thelegendtriathlon.com

15-17: Sesiwn Fawr Dolgellau
www.sesiwnfawr.cymru

39

 www.ymweldageryri.info | www.visitsnowdonia.info



16: International Snowdon Race, 
Llanberis
www.snowdonrace.co.uk   

17–22: Solo National Sailing 
Championships
www.plasheli.org

18–21: Royal Welsh Show – 
Meirionnydd host county in 2016
www.rwas.wales/royal-welsh-show

23–29: Dinghy Week, Abersoch
www.scyc.co.uk 

24: Scott Snowdonia Trail Marathon, 
Llanberis 
www.snowdoniatrailmarathon.com

24: Snowdon Night Race, Llanberis
www.snowdonrace.co.uk 

24–30: Conwy Classical Music Festival
www.conwyclassicalmusic.co.uk

25–29: August: A Summer of Fun 
(Ffestiniog & Welsh Highland Railways) 
www.festrail.co.uk 

27–31: Celtic Fair, Conwy Harbour 
www.celticfayres.co.uk

28: Ffestiniog Railway Jazz Train 
www.festrail.co.uk

30–31: Snowdonia Triathlon Festival, 
Capel Curig 
www.snowdoniatriathlonfestival.com

TBC: Gŵyl Arall Festival, Caernarfon
T. 01286 674631

TBC: Drum House Ffest,  
Blaenau Ffestiniog
www.anturstiniog.com

AUGUST
4: Craflwyn Fun Day, Beddgelert   
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/snowdonia

4–6: Celtic Fair, Electric Mountain, 
Llanberis
www.celticfayres.co.uk

4, 11, 18 & 25: Evening of Steam,  
Jazz & BBQ, Ffestiniog Railway 
www.festrail.co.uk

6, 10, 13, 14, 15, 16 & 17: Abersoch 
Regatta
www.scyc.co.uk

6–12: Kestrels National Sailing 
Championships, Pwllheli
www.plasheli.org

6–12: Miracle National Sailing 
Championships, Pwllheli
www.plasheli.org

12–14: Spinlock IRC Welsh National 
Sailing Championships, Pwllheli
www.plasheli.org

13: Eglwysbach Show
www.eglwysbachshow.co.uk

13–19: 420 UK National Sailing 
Championships, Pwllheli
www.plasheli.org

14: Crab Catching Competition, 
Abersoch
www.scyc.co.uk 

15: Raft Race, Abersoch
www.scyc.co.uk

16–21: Celtic Fair, Electric Mountain, 
Llanberis
www.celticfayres.co.uk

17: Llandanwg Beach Fun Day, Harlech         
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/snowdonia

17: Sandcastle Competition, Abersoch
www.scyc.co.uk

18–20: Glass Butter Beach,  
Abersoch & Llanbedrog
www.glassbutterbeach.com

19: ‘50 Things’ Fun Day, Tŷ Mawr 
Wybrnant, Penmachno       
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ty-mawr-wybrnant

20: Race the Train, Tywyn
www.racethetrain.com  

20: Sioe Wledig Llanrwst Rural Show
www.sioellanrwstshow.com

20–26: GP 14 National Sailing 
Championships & OK Class National 
Sailing Championships, Pwllheli
www.plasheli.org

21: Classic Car & Family Day at Dinas, 
Welsh Highland Railway 
www.festrail.co.uk

24: Merioneth County Show, Bala
www.sioesir.co.uk  

25–29: Celtic Fair, Conwy Harbour 
www.celticfayres.co.uk

25–29: RS Tera Nationals, Pwllheli  
www.plasheli.org 

27: Arthog Show
T. 01341 280787

27–31: Sprint 15 National Sailing 
Championships, Pwllheli
www.plasheli.org

28: Beddgelert Dog Show   
T. 01766 890615

28: Big Brutal Swim, Llanberis    
www.brutalevents.co.uk 

28: Porthor ‘50 Things’, Llŷn Peninsula           
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/llyn-peninsula

28: Wild Wales Challenge, Bala   
www.wildwaleschallenge.com

29: Arthog Carnival
T. 01341 280787

TBC: Sioe Dinas Mawddwy Show
T. 01341 280787

SEPTEMBER
Throughout the month: Llŷn Coastal 
Festival (various events & guided walks)
www.ahne-llyn-aonb.org

1–4: Festival No. 6, Portmeirion
www.festivalnumber6.com

40 Eryri Mynyddoedd a Môr | Snowdonia Mountains and Coast 2016



1–4: International Canoe Class
National Championships, Pwllheli  
www.plasheli.org

3: Man vs Mountain, Llanberis 
www.ratrace.com/manvsmountain2016

4: Bala Distance Triathlon  
www.wrecsamtri.org.uk

4: Open Ocean Swim, Abersoch 
www.uswimopenwater.com

4–11: Aviva Tour of Britain
www.tourofbritain.co.uk

9–11: International Sheepdog Trial, 
Tywyn
www.sheepdogchampionships.co.uk

9–11: Welsh Highland Railway – Super 
Power & Great and Small III
www.festrail.co.uk

10–11: 29er Grand Prix, Pwllheli
www.plasheli.org

16–17: Llanbedr Beer Festival
T. 01341 280787

17–26: Barmouth Walking Festival
www.barmouthwalkingfestival.co.uk

18: Ras y Cob, Porthmadog
www.festrail.co.uk

19: Abersoch Holiday Homes 2k
www.abersochtriplecrown.com

22–25: Celtic Fair, Conwy Harbour
www.celticfayres.co.uk

24: Brutal Triathlon, Llanberis
www.thebrutal.co.uk

24: Chaparral Abersoch Half Marathon
www.abersochtriplecrown.com 

24: Ffestiniog Railway – Trailffest
www.festrail.co.uk

OCTOBER
7–8: Barmouth Motocross Weekend
www.wildenmxc.co.uk

7–9: Ffestiniog Railway – Victorian 
Weekend
www.festrail.co.uk

8: Petzl Night Trail Wales,  
Coed y Brenin
www.runcoedybrenin.com

9: Bangor 10k & Half Marathon
www.runwales.com 

16: Enter the Dragon/Her y Ddraig, 
Llanberis
www.enterthedragonchallenge.com 

23–24: Gwledd Conwy Feast 
www.gwleddconwyfeast.com       

25: Craflwyn Night Time Ramble, 
Beddgelert             
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/snowdonia       

27: Welsh Highland Railway – 
Halloween Train
www.festrail.co.uk 

27–29: Ffestiniog Railway –  
Halloween Trains
www.festrail.co.uk

27–30: Celtic Fair, Conwy Harbour
www.celticfayres.co.uk

28: Halloween Fun, Tŷ Mawr Wybrnant, 
Penmachno             
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/ty-mawr-wybrnant

28–30: Wales Rally GB
www.walesrallygb.com

29: Marathon Eryri, Llanberis 
www.snowdoniamarathon.co.uk

NOVEMBER
12: Cerdd Dant Festival (singing to harp 
accompaniment), Pwllheli
www.plasheli.org

26–27: Abersoch Christmas Festival 
Weekend
www.abersoch.co.uk

DECEMBER
3–4: Portmeirion Food & Craft Fair
www.portmeirion-village.com

10: Medieval Christmas, Conwy
www.conwymedievalchristmas.co.uk

10, 11, 17, 18 & 22: Ffestiniog Railway – 
Victorian Santa Train
www.festrail.co.uk 

10, 11, 17, 18, 22 & 23: Welsh Highland 
Railway – Santa Trains
www.festrail.co.uk

TBC: Nadolig Betws-y-Coed Christmas
www.nadoligbetws.co.uk

‘The Snowdonia National Park is one of my favourite 
playgrounds. I have run to the summit of Snowdon many times 
and on two occasions, during the Three Peaks Yacht Race, that 
involved sailing the length of the UK and running up the highest 
mountains in England, Scotland and Wales. The run up Snowdon 
on both occasions was in the dark!’  

Maria Leijerstam 
Year of Adventure Ambassador. She has run across the Sahara Desert and was the first 
person to cycle to the South Pole
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Llŷn is a wonderful walking destination. 
In the following gazetteer we highlight new 
circular walks from the coast path that are 
coming on stream in 2016 (details on our 
website). And take a look at the recently 
developed series of digital walks based 
on Aberdaron, 
Llanbedrog, Nefyn, 
Pwllheli and Rhiw, 
downloadable to 
your smartphone 
or tablet as an app 
from www.ahne-
llyn-aonb.org

Aberdaron
Land’s end at its most dramatic. This fishing 
village was the last stop for pilgrims on 
the way to Ynys Enlli, the ‘Isle of 20,000 
Saints’ otherwise known as Bardsey Island, 
now a National Nature Reserve renowned 
internationally for its birdlife. The National 
Trust’s interpretation centre, Porth y Swnt, 
gives an insight into Llŷn’s special landscapes, 
seascapes and rich cultural heritage. And be 
prepared to get blown away by the awesome 
coastal views from Mynydd Mawr headland. 

LLŶN PENINSULA

Felin Uchaf at nearby Rhoshirwaun is an 
educational and eco-visitor centre that 
runs green and cultural courses and events. 
Celebrated poet RS Thomas lived in a cottage 
within the beautiful grounds of Plas yn Rhiw, a 
small National Trust manor house. The villages 
of Rhiw (on the south coast) and Llangwnnadl 
(on the north) are close to Aberdaron. New 
circular walks from the Wales Coast Path are 
opening at both locations in 2016. 

Abersoch
Popular – and very fashionable – seaside 
resort and sailing/watersports centre, with 
fine beaches, sheltered harbour and busy 
programme of sailing events. It’s a property 
hot spot – a 9ft x 11ft (2.8m x 3.4m) beach 
hut recently sold here for over £100,000. 
There’s a busy bistro life too, plus a good 
choice of accommodation, shops and 
attractions including pony trekking, boat trips 
and crafts centre. Abersoch is a base for six 
circular walks ranging from under a mile to 
over nine miles (details from the local Tourist 
Office). Scheduled for completion in 2016 is a 
new circular walk based on the nearby villages 
of Llanengan and Botwnnog.

Porthdinllaen

Llanbedrog
Charming seaside village with superb beach 
and possibly the most famous – certainly 
the most photogenic – line of beach huts in 
Wales. Home to Oriel Plas Glyn-y-Weddw, a 
leading arts centre and gallery. Look out for 
its exciting programme of exhibitions, 
theatrical and musical performances and 
workshops planned for 2016. Well located 
for walking. One local favourite is the path 
to the headland for a close-up view of the 
strange ‘Tin Man’ figurehead. A new circular 
walk, opening in 2016, promises to become 
another. Shooting school, plus golf course 
with footgolf and driving range nearby.

AROUND AND ABOUT
To link in with the way we’ve organised the accommodation adverts starting on page 54 
we’ve split Snowdonia Mountains and Coast into six areas. Here’s an introduction to each.

‘Snowdon’s arm’ is a wildly beautiful peninsula that wraps you in just as strong an embrace 
as the peak of Snowdon/Yr Wyddfa itself. Llŷn’s mix of culture and heritage, traditional 
farmsteads and fashionable resorts, pristine beaches and towering sea-cliffs, is quite 
unlike anything else you’ll � nd in Wales – or elsewhere, for that matter. Little wonder, then, 
that its shores are a protected Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty and Heritage Coast. 

‘Tin Man’, Llanbedrog
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Pen Llŷn

Llithfaen
Village set in a landscape full of interest. 
On the Yr Eifl mountains there’s Tre’r Ceiri, 
an astonishingly well-preserved Neolithic 
village occupied until about 2000 years ago. 
You can explore the site on a new circular 
walk from the Wales Coast Path, to be 
launched in 2016. Another, very different 
village, Nant Gwrtheyrn, lies in a spectacular 
setting beneath steep sea-cliffs. The former 
quarry village has a new lease of life as 
a Welsh Language and Heritage Centre. 
Walkers are spoilt for choice. They can also 
follow the character-building ‘Giant Slayer 
Walk’ from Nant Gwrtheryrn up into the 
rocky wildernesses of Yr Eifl (downloadable 
as an app from www.trailsnorthwales.
info). Steep climbs and sensational views 
are guaranteed. 
At nearby Trefor 
there’s another 
new circular 
walk – opening in 
2016 – from the 
Wales Coast Path.

Nefyn
Attractive north coast seaside village with 
harbour, museum and graceful crescent of 
sand leading to picturesque Porthdinllaen. 
The Llŷn Maritime Museum tells the story 
of the peninsula’s often stormy relationship 
with the sea. Nefyn’s famous (and fearsome) 
headland golf course is not for the faint 
hearted – it’s like playing off the deck of an 
aircraft carrier. For walkers, the village is an 
ideal base midway along Llŷn’s north coast 
path. At Nefyn itself and the nearby villages 
of Edern and Tudweiliog there are three new 
circular walks from the Wales Coast Path, 
opening in 2016. Also look out for the new 
visitor attraction at the community-based 
Cwrw Llŷn Brewery highlighting the brewing 
process and Llŷn’s history of beer making.

Editor’s choice for the 
Year of Adventure 2016
  It’s a breeze. Llŷn has some of 

the most dramatic – and scenic – 

sections of the Wales Coast Path. 

Walk around the windy headland 

above Aberdaron for mind-blowing 

views across to Bardsey Island. 

  Arty adventures. Oriel Plas Glyn-

y-Weddw in Llanbedrog may be 

Wales’s oldest art gallery, but it’s 

innovative and forward-looking 

too. And as well as art it stages 

theatrical and musical events.

  Generation games. You can’t 

beat Glasfryn Parc for family fun 

– it’s packed with activities and 

entertainment.

  Wildlife watching. Hop aboard 

the North Wales Fishing Charter’s 

Haf-Aled catamaran from Pwllheli 

and cruise into the blue yonder on 

the lookout for seals, dolphins and 

seabirds. They also run fishing trips.

  And watch a nautical event 
too. Plas Heli, Pwllheli’s brand-new 

Welsh National Sailing Academy 

and Events Centre, is already making 

waves. Its 2016 programme is 

packed with prestigious events.

You’ve read all about it – now take 

a look at and book your accommodation 

(see pages 54–56).

Link up
www.abersochandllyn.co.uk

www.aberdaronlink.co.uk

www.pwllheli.org.uk 
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Porthdinllaen
How perfect can you get? Not much more 
than Porthdinllaen, a much-photographed 
coastal hamlet with quaint houses and 
waterfront inn set above a beautiful 
half-moon of sands. Village and beach are 
owned by the National Trust – access on 
foot only. A pint at the Tŷ Coch Inn (the 
‘third best beach bar in the world’ according 
to one survey) is a must. Tŷ Coch is on the 
Porthdinllaen Marine Walk to the headland 
that also takes in the information point at 
Caban Griff and lifeboat station.

Pwllheli
Llŷn’s ‘capital’ fills many roles – seaside 
resort with fine beach, busy market town 
with art galleries and very popular sailing 
and watersports centre with one of the best 
modern marinas in the UK. Hafan Pwllheli 
gives access to the inviting sailing waters 
of Cardigan Bay and the Irish Sea. Pwllheli’s 
nautical credentials further strengthened 
in 2015 with the opening of Plas Heli, 
the new Welsh National Sailing Academy 
and Events Centre. Take a Cardigan Bay 
Wildlife Cruise with the North Wales Fishing 
Charter company to spot seals, seabirds 
and dolphins – and soak up spectacular 
Llŷn scenery. Neuadd Dwyfor stages a wide 
range of entertainments including films, 
touring productions, opera, drama and 
ballet. Good shopping with an interesting 
range of smaller shops. Excellent leisure 
centre to keep the kids entertained, along 
with activity-packed Glasfryn Parc. Scenic, 
challenging golf – a mix of parkland and 
links – at one of North Wales’s top courses. 
Penarth Fawr medieval house nearby.

SHARE YOUR ADVENTURES

During the 2016 Year of Adventure 
share yours at #yearofadventure 
and #findyourepic. And for 
more ideas visit our website.

Llŷn Maritime Museum

Glasfryn Wakeparc, near Pwllheli
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Abergwyngregyn
Otherwise known simply as ‘Aber’. Scenic 
village at approach to a beautiful wooded 
valley and Aber Falls, the highest natural 
waterfall in Wales. Traeth Lafan Coastal 
Nature Reserve nearby. Two new circular 
walks from the Wales Coast Path to be 
launched in 2016 (see our website for details). 

Bangor
Small but lively city and university town. 
Bangor Cathedral has ancient roots – this 
religious site can be traced back to the 
6th century. Art and local artefacts are on 
display at Storiel, the new home for what 
was Gwynedd Museum and Gallery. Housed 
in the refurbished former Bishop’s Palace, 
Storiel covers all aspects of life in Gwynedd 
from early times. It also features changing 
exhibitions by visiting and local artists, and 
is an information hub for Ein Treftadaeth – 
Our Heritage. Another newcomer is Pontio, 
Bangor University’s arts and innovation 
centre which stages an exciting programme 
of music, comedy, drama, dance and circus. 
Bangor is well endowed with leisure facilities 
including pool, Play Centre and charming 
Victorian pier. A good shopping scene too 
along what’s reputed to be Wales’s longest 
High Street, boosted by the modern Deiniol 
and Menai centres. Don’t miss dramatic 
Penrhyn Castle, the National Trust mansion 
set in beautiful grounds on the outskirts of 

town, and nearby GreenWood Forest Park, 
a popular, multi-award-winning family 
attraction. A new circular Roman Camp 
woodland walk at Bangor will be launched 
on 2016 (see our website for details).

Beddgelert
Everyone loves Beddgelert and its enviable 
location. The picturesque stone-built 
village is the ideal base for exploring 
all the classic sights and beauty spots 
– Aberglaslyn Pass to the south, Nant 
Gwynant to the east, Snowdon to the 
north. Historic cottage of Tŷ Isaf is now a 
National Trust shop selling local crafts and 
produce. Nearby Rhyd Ddu, connected 
by a walking/cycling path, is a great 
starting point for a walk to the summit 
of Snowdon. Or go underground at the 
Sygun Copper Mine, also close by. It’s 
a popular family attraction with above-
ground facilities too, including a children’s 
adventure playground and bouncy castle. 
National Trust’s Craflwyn Estate (an 
activity, special interest and conference 
centre) is opposite Sygun on the road to 
Nant Gwynant. Both Craflwyn and the 
local Tourist Information Centre have 
exhibitions on the Princes of Gwynedd. 
The village is one of the stop-off points 
on the Welsh Highland Railway from 
Caernarfon to Porthmadog.

BANGOR, CAERNARFON, 
LLANBERIS AND THE VILLAGES 
OF SNOWDONIA

Mister Big in these parts is – guess? – Snowdon/Yr Wyddfa, the highest 
mountain in Wales and England. But it’s by no means the only attraction. 
There are mountain lakes and wooded valleys too, and a coastline of big 
beaches and sheltered straits. Man-made places also make it into the 
big league, especially world-famous Caernarfon Castle

Welsh Highland Railway, Rhyd Ddu

Penrhyn Castle
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Bangor, Caernarfon, Llanberis a Phentrefi Eryri

RibRide Adventure Boat Tours and Seawake. 
Waterside Doc Fictoria is home to Galeri 
(contemporary arts complex with theatre and 
cinema) and Celtica (art and crafts centre). 
The Caernarfon Record Office has archives 
of Gwynedd (documents, images, maps and 
newspapers) stretching back 400 years. Cae’r 
Gors at nearby Rhosgadfan was home of 
Kate Roberts, one of Wales’s most celebrated 
writers. For outdoor adventures and 
activities take a look at what’s on offer from 
Bach Ventures based at nearby Waunfawr. 
Snowdonia Riding Stables also located here.

Dinas Dinlle
Seaside village with vast, sandy, award-
winning beach and views that seem to go 
on forever. Attractive promenade and play 
areas. Home of Airworld Aviation Museum 
and Caernarfon Airport and Helicentre. 
Nearby Parc Glynllifon is worth visiting for 
its beautiful grounds and craft workshops.

Llanberis
Where to start? Llanberis is packed with 
enough attractions to keep visitors busy 
for weeks. But first, there’s the lakeside 
location at the foot of Snowdon. When 
you’re tired of walking beside the water – 
which you won’t be – take a ride on two 
narrow-gauge lines, the Llanberis Lake 
Railway and Snowdon Mountain Railway. 
The latter climbs almost to the doorstep of 
the stunning Hafod Eryri Visitor Centre. Lots 
to see and do in lakeside Padarn Country 
Park. The National Slate Museum recalls 
Snowdonia’s rich industrial heritage. Visit 
the exhibition at the Quarry Hospital on its 
history and the role it played within the local 
slate industry. Electric Mountain invites you 
into its awesome high-tech underground 
world, while Dolbadarn Castle takes you 
back a thousand years to the time of the 
native Welsh princes. If that isn’t enough 
there are craft shops and watersports too, 
while at nearby Llanddeiniolen it’s game 
on at PaintballWales.com. RAW Adventures, 
also close by, offers a range of mountain-
based courses.

Bethesda
Former slate quarrying village on doorstep 
of the dramatic Nant Ffrancon Pass, 
Ogwen Falls and some of North Wales’s 
wildest mountain scenery. A traffic-free 
section on the Lôn Las Ogwen cycle and 
walking path links Bethesda with Porth 
Penrhyn on the coast – look out for the 
display boards en route that interpret the 
area’s local heritage (you can also follow 
a downloadable audio Taith y Lechen/Slate 
Trail – search for ‘Penrhyn Quarry’ 
on www.snowdoniaheritage.info). 
Exciting Zip World Velocity in Penrhyn Quarry 
has attracted a huge amount of interest. 
Another relatively recent development is 
the gateway visitor centre at Nant Ffrancon 
to Cwm Idwal and the Ogwen Valley, with 
interactive interpretation, information and 
refreshments. Caban near Gerlan is a hostel 
catering for outdoor enthusiasts.

Caernarfon
Gwynedd’s county town, home to Wales’s 
most famous castle, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site. Mighty Caernarfon Castle 
commands the lion’s share of attention, 
but the town’s narrow streets and stylishly 
redeveloped waterfront also merit a visit. The 
castle, built in the 13th century by Edward I 
as a royal palace and military fortress, was at 
the core of a medieval walled town. The story 
of the castle is told not just in stone but also 
by innovative new interpretation installations 
and panels. The Romans left their mark 
too – 1000 years earlier they constructed 
their fort of Segontium on the hill above (its 
foundations still exist). The story of the town 
is told in an exhibition at Oriel Pendeitsh, 
part of the Ein Treftadaeth – Our Heritage 
project (there’s also a Princes of Gwynedd 
information hub). Other attractions include 
Welsh Highland Railway (which runs for 25 
miles to Porthmadog), Beacon Climbing 
Centre, Yr Hwylfan/The Fun Centre, Redline 
Indoor Karting, scenic Lôn Eifion recreational 
cycle route and rides along Menai Strait with 
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For Tourist Information Centres 

please see back cover >

Editor’s choice for the 
Year of Adventure 2016
  Fly by wire. Overdose on 

adrenaline at Zip World, Bethesda. 
Ride the longest zip wire in Europe 
500ft/150m above Penrhyn Quarry. 
If you dare.

  Snowdon’s summit. We know it’s 
an obvious choice, but it’s a must-
do. Either walk to the top or take 

the Snowdon Mountain Railway.

  Promenade along Bangor Pier 
(bet you didn’t know it had one). 
It’s a delightful Victorian period 
piece, recently honoured as one 
of six subjects for special Royal Mail 
stamps celebrating Britain’s piers 

and seaside architecture.

  See slate. And the way in which 
it was turned into roofing materials 
at the National Slate Museum, 
Llanberis. The historic workshops 
here look just like they did when 

the last shift clocked off.

  Caernarfon Castle. Another 
predictable choice, but never boring. 
It’s the ultimate medieval fortress 
with all you’ll ever want of a castle – 
soaring towers, narrow passageways, 
Royal Welch Fusiliers museum, 

massive walls and battlements.

You’ve read all about it – now take a look 

at and book your accommodation 

(see pages 57–59).

Link up
www.beddgelerttourism.com
www.visitcaernarfon.com

www.llanberis.org
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National Slate Museum, Llanberis

Cwm Idwal, Ogwen Valley
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Betws-y-Coed
It’s one of those places that never closes, 
even on a Sunday in deep and dark 
December. How could it? There’s too much 
demand. This bustling mountain resort is 
the official ‘gateway village to Snowdonia’. 
As well as the huge choice of outdoor 
activities on its doorstep, Betws’s popularity 
can also be explained by its outstanding 
range of shops selling everything from 
quality crafts to walking boots. In a 
beautiful location amongst woods and 
riverbanks on the edge of the Gwydyr 
Forest Park, Betws has been a consistent 
Snowdonia favourite since Victorian times 
and the coming of the railway. Its many 
attractions include a railway museum, 
golf course, high ropes adventure (with 
new ‘Zip Safari’), waymarked walks and 
famous Swallow Falls. Close by there’s Tŷ 
Hyll, better known perhaps as ‘The Ugly 
House’. Built of misshapen boulders, this 
strange dwelling is now a cosy tearoom and 
honeybee centre. The town has an excellent 
Snowdonia National Park Information 
Centre with Princes of Gwynedd exhibition 
and a room that recreates the experience 
of standing on the summit of Snowdon. The 
centre is part of an attractively renovated 
stables complex that’s also the base for 
electric bike hire. 

Capel Curig
Village close to all of the Snowdonia National 
Park’s classic high country, familiar to every 
self-respecting climber and mountain walker. 
Local shops sell mountaineering and outdoor 
wear. Home of Plas y Brenin National 
Mountain Centre, which offers courses and 
tuition in outdoor activities for all abilities. 
Plas Curig is a 2015 Visit Wales Tourism 
Award winner (‘the UK’s poshest hostel,’ 
says The Guardian).

Cerrigydrudion 
Village on the A5 at the southern gateway 
to Hiraethog, with 2½-acre fly fishing lake 
and Wales’s largest go karting centre. Nearby 
Llyn Brenig and the smaller Llyn Alwen are 
reservoirs with plentiful leisure facilities, 
including walking, cycling, fishing and sailing 
– you can even go zorbing on the water in 
a giant inflatable ball. Go first to Brenig’s 
visitor centre to get your bearings. For more 
cycling and walking (plus horse riding) head 
for the Clocaenog Forest. Along with the 
nearby village of Llanfihangel Glyn Myfyr, 
Cerrigydrudion is a good touring base for all 
of North Wales.

Conwy 
The walled town of Conwy and its dark-
stoned castle evoke an authentic medieval 
atmosphere. There are spectacular views 

from the fortress (a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site) and town walls down into the narrow 
streets and across the estuary. There’s history 
at almost every turn – Elizabethan Plas 
Mawr, Aberconwy House, Thomas Telford’s 
castellated suspension bridge, quirky ‘smallest 
house’. Conwy’s Tourist Information Centre 
has a flagship exhibition that tells the story 
of the Princes of Gwynedd with imaginative 
interactive displays (ask here for details of 
the new Conwy Mussel Trail, to be launched 
in April 2016, based on the town’s long-
standing mussel industry). Other attractions 
include river cruises, art gallery and RSPB 
nature reserve with visitor centre. Bodnant 
Garden, the Bodnant Welsh Food Centre and 
the start of the Cambrian Way long-distance 
path all nearby.

Dolwyddelan
Mountain village set amongst craggy 
landscapes close to Betws-y-Coed. 
Dolwyddelan Castle, on the ridge above, was 
a fortress of the native Princes of Gwynedd.

Llanfairfechan
Mountain-backed seaside resort with a good 
stretch of sandy beach. Activities include 
windsurfing, golf, angling and croquet. 
Birdwatching at Traeth Lafan Nature Reserve. 
Good walking base, reflected in its ‘Walkers 
are Welcome’ accreditation. 
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CONWY VALLEY AND HIRAETHOG

Conwy Castle
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What a difference a few miles can make. The green, fertile Conwy Valley is � anked on the west 
by thick forests and to the east by the heather moors of Hiraethog (otherwise known as the 
Denbigh Moors), a huge expanse of unexplored upland. All in all, it’s an area of great variety, with 
the mountain village of Capel Curig at one end and the historic walled town of Conwy at the other.
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Llangernyw
Pretty village in the beautiful Elwy Valley on 
the northern edge of Hiraethog. Sir Henry 
Jones Museum, in a preserved 19th-century 
workman’s cottage, is a museum of Welsh 
rural life that tells the story of a famous 
educational reformer. 

Llanrwst
Handsome ‘capital’ and historic market town 
for the Vale of Conwy. Gwydir Chapel in 
beautiful St Grwst’s Church is on the Princes 
of Gwynedd Trail. It contains the elaborately 
carved coffin of Welsh medieval leader 
Llywelyn the Great, who died at Aberconwy 
Abbey in 1240. A new audio-visual tour 
takes you through Llanrwst’s history and 
culture. Get it on your smartphone by 
searching for ViewPoynt in the Google Play 
Store and Apple App Store, downloading 
the ViewPoynt app then selecting Llanrwst 
tour. Nearby Gwydir Castle and Gwydir 
Uchaf Chapel reveal more of the area’s 
eventful past. Llanrwst is bordered by the 
popular Gwydyr Forest Park, a lovely area 
latticed with numerous trails for all abilities. 
These waymarked paths take in everything 
from hidden mountain lakes to industrial 
heritage, scenic viewpoints to local history 
and the legend of Dafydd ap Siencyn, the 
forest’s own ‘Robin Hood’ (for details go 
to the Llanrwst Digital Tourist Information 
Point outside Glasdir on Station Road).

Penmachno
Mountain village beautifully located 
amongst open countryside and forested 
hills. Fascinating National Trust site nearby 
– Tŷ Mawr Wybrnant was the birthplace of 
Bishop William Morgan whose translation 
of the Bible into Welsh ensured the survival 
of the language (an original Bible, printed 
in 1588, is on display here). Penmachno 
Forest’s network of trails are the ‘hidden 
gem’ of mountain biking in North Wales. 
Go Below Underground Adventures based 
in Conwy Falls Café offer exciting trips into 
an abandoned mine.

Penmaenmawr
Holiday resort with attractive promenade 
looking out across Conwy Bay to Anglesey. 
Sandy beach, paddling pool, children’s 
playground. Small, charming museum recalls 
Penmaenmawr’s quarrying past (it’s also an 
information hub for Ein Treftadaeth – Our 
Heritage). Good coast and country walking 
locally from this officially accredited 
‘Walkers are Welcome’ town, including the 
waymarked ‘quarryman’s walk’ and scenic 
North Wales Path. 

Pentrefoelas
Stagecoaches used to stop here on the main 
route into North Wales, at a village well 
located for exploring the Vale of Conwy and 
Hiraethog. Today’s travellers – especially 
chocoholics – stop off at the Riverside 
Chocolate House and Tearoom for delicious 
hand-made goodies. Go north of the village 
to see a copy of the Levelinus Stone, a tall 
monument inscribed in Welsh and Latin 
and given to the medieval Welsh leader 
Llywelyn the Great by the Cistercian monks of 
Aberconwy Abbey (the original is now housed 
in the National Museum of Wales in Cardiff).

Rowen
One of the prettiest little villages in Wales 
with attractive walks into the hills following 
the Roman Road. Conwy Water Gardens 
(otters, fishery, aquatic centre and reptile 
house) nearby. 

Trefriw
The village’s long-established woollen mill 
produces distinctive Welsh tapestries and 
tweeds. Llyn Crafnant, a fishing lake, and Llyn 
Geirionydd, popular for watersports, hide 
themselves away in the forested hills above. 
Trefriw is an excellent base for exploring 
the Great Outdoors. It enjoys ‘Walkers are 
Welcome’ status – discover the village’s idyllic 
surroundings by following some of the Trefriw 
Trails. The revolutionary new Surf Snowdonia, 
the world’s first inland surfing lagoon, is 
scheduled to reopen in April 2016 with even 
more aqua-based activities on site.

Go Below Underground Adventures Betws-y-Coed

47Dyffryn Conwy a Hiraethog

Editor’s choice for the 
Year of Adventure 2016
  Become an easy rider. Hire an 

electric bike from Betws-y-Coed. 

  Surfin’ Snowdonia. No, that 

doesn’t mean Surfin’ USA, Beach 

Boys-style. It’s surfing in the heart 

of the country at Surf Snowdonia, 

the world’s first inland surfing 

lagoon located in the very green 

Conwy Valley.

  Ride, walk, sail or fish. Llyn 

Brenig has an excellent range 

of leisure facilities. No wonder 

it’s so popular.

  Take a walk in the woods. 
The Gwydyr Forest Park has 

exceptionally lovely walking trails 

– access them from Llanrwst or 

Betws-y-Coed.

  Then swing through the trees. 
At Zip World Fforest, Betws-y-Coed, 

you can get up to all kinds of aerial 

antics including a new Zip Safari – 

then plummet back to earth on its 

‘PowerFan’ parachute simulator.

You’ve read all about it – now take a look 

at and book your accommodation (see 

pages 60–63).

Link up
www.betws-y-coed.co.uk

www.visitconwy.org.uk

www.hiraethog.org.uk

www.trefriwoutdoors.co.uk
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SOUTHERN SNOWDONIA

Bala
Small town in the ‘lake district’ of southern 
Snowdonia that’s a big outdoor centre, 
famous internationally for events like 
white-water canoeing, swimming, cycling 
and triathlons. But you don’t need to be an 
ironman to appreciate Bala. Its outdoors 
scene has a broad appeal, with a good 
choice of gentle as well as adventurous 
activities. Much of the action is centred 
on 4½-mile-long Llyn Tegid. Nearby River 
Tryweryn is another major aquatic asset, 
providing reliable white water, even during 
the summer when many rivers are low. Bala 
is one of a growing number of Welsh towns 

with ‘Walkers are Welcome’ accreditation. 
Paths include heritage and town trails and a 
walk around the lake (you can also ride along 
its southern shore on the narrow-gauge 
Bala Lake Railway). Great cycling too, with 
waymarked bike routes. Bala is steeped in 
Welsh culture and history – the Mary Jones 
World at nearby Llanycil tells the inspirational 
story of 15-year-old Mary Jones who walked 
26 miles across the mountains to Bala in 
1800 to collect a Welsh Bible from the 
religious leader Rev Thomas Charles. Such 
links continue: the activity centre for the Urdd 
Welsh League of Youth is located at nearby 
Glan-llyn (where family groups can also stay). 

Gorweilion Centre on Bala’s outskirts, a group 
of attractively converted rural buildings, has 
an indoor play barn, outdoor playground, gift 
shop and café. Luxury lodges at Pen y Garth 
Lodge Park, set in landscaped parklands, won 
a ‘Best Place to Stay’ accolade in Visit Wales’s 
2015 Tourism Awards. 

Mary Jones World, Bala

Snowdonia Mountains and Coast has its own north/south divide. The south 
still has mountains – lots of them – but they are greener and rounder 
than the north’s rocky, craggy highlands. Cader Idris dominates the scene, 
rearing its misty head above Dolgellau, while further east the Aran, Arenig 
and Berwyn ranges rise above Bala and Llyn Tegid, Wales’s largest natural 
lake. There are forests too – most famously, the Coed y Brenin Forest 
Park, known far and wide for its world-class mountain biking.
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Dolgellau
Traditional town with a go-ahead attitude, 
reflected in an ever-improving range 
of local events and festivals, outdoor 
activities and places to stay and eat. But 
Dolgellau’s natural resources remain its 
number-one asset. The handsome, dark-
stoned market town is set beneath Cader 
Idris, the legendary ‘Chair of Idris’, on 
the approach to the beautiful Mawddach 
Estuary. Call into the Ein Treftadaeth – Our 
Heritage information hub located in the 
Tourist Information Centre. Dolgellau is 
one of the handiest bases for exploring all 
of Snowdonia Mountains and Coast – but 
don’t overlook the many local beauty spots 
such as the aptly named Precipice Walk 
and Mawddach Trail along the waterside 
for 9½ miles to Barmouth (there’s a longer, 
more mountainous Mawddach Way too). 
Cycling and horse riding are also popular 
locally, while mountain bikers flock to the 
nearby Coed y Brenin Forest Park, famous 
for its world-class trails for all abilities. Coed 
y Brenin is the complete outdoor package, 
with running and walking trails (the latter 
with downloadable apps), orienteering, 
geocaching, play areas and a visitor 
centre/café. Back in town, look out for 
performances held at Tŷ Siamas.

Corris
Former slate village with a quaint, 
unconventional beauty set within the 
Dyfi Forest. Boasts a surprisingly rich vein 
of local attractions, including the Centre 
for Alternative Technology, King Arthur’s 
Labyrinth, Lost Legends of the Stone Circle 
and Corris Craft Centre (which won a ‘Best 
Place to Visit’ award from Visit Wales in 
2015), along with the narrow-gauge Corris 
Railway and Museum. Underground tours 
with Corris Mine Explorers, thrilling mountain 
biking in the forest, excellent fishing at Llyn 
Myngul, challenging walking on Cader Idris. 

Dinas Mawddwy
Little village in an Alpine-style setting 
amongst steep, forested hillsides. Large craft 
centre in former woollen mill is a popular 
attraction. It’s an ideal touring centre close 
to two famous mountain passes – Bwlch yr 
Oerddrws to the north-west, and the even 
more spectacular Bwlch y Groes, the highest 
pass in Wales, to the north-east. Also a 
good base for walking, fishing and mountain 
biking, with challenging trails in the nearby 
Dyfi Forest.
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Editor’s choice for the 
Year of Adventure 2016
  Tumble down the Tryweryn. 

Ride the river’s thrilling white-

water course. Get wet, get high 

on adrenaline. 

  Brenin by bike. Discover why 

mountain bikers and family 

cyclists from all over Britain love 

the Coed y Brenin Forest Park.

  Climb Cader Idris. There are 

a few ways up the mighty ‘Chair 

of Idris’. Don’t hang about on the 

summit for too long. Legend says 

you’ll awake a madman or poet 

– or not at all – if you spend the 

night here.

  Go underground at Corris. 
Corris Mine Explorers takes 

you on a guided tour through 

the abandoned workings of a 

slate mine – it’s a thrilling, truly 

authentic experience.

  Follow in the footsteps of 
Mary Jones. Be inspired by her 

mountainous journey to collect 

a Welsh Bible at the Mary Jones 

World visitor centre near Bala.

You’ve read all about it – now take a 

look at and book your accommodation 

(see page 64).

Link up
www.dolgellau.wales

www.gobala.org 

(activities and outdoor trails)

www.visitbala.org 

(accommodation and more information)
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Centre for Alternative Technology, Machynlleth

Corris Mine Explorers

Coed y Brenin Forest Park
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Aberdy� 
There are many compelling reasons to visit. 
It’s surely one of Britain’s prettiest little 
seaside resorts. Located where the River 
Dyfi meets the waters of Cardigan Bay, it’s 
also a popular sailing and watersports venue 
(The Sunday Times listed it as one of the best 
beaches in Britain ‘for a spot of windsurfing 
or kitesurfing’). Pastel-coloured terraces 
front the large sandy beach and quaint old 
harbour. Golf is also popular here: Aberdyfi’s 
famous links course is one of the UK’s finest. 
Local museum is dedicated to the port’s 
shipbuilding past. A new circular walk from 
the Wales Coast Path opens here in 2016.

Abergynolwyn
Pretty, mountain-locked former slate village at 
one end of the scenic narrow-gauge Talyllyn 
Railway. Spectacular walking country – Cader 
Idris is close by, along with the hamlet of 
Llanfihangel-y-Pennant made famous by 

CARDIGAN BAY

Mary Jones who walked barefoot from here 
to Bala in 1800 to collect a Welsh Bible. 
There are gentle lakeside walks too, along 
nearby Llyn Myngul. Just beyond the lake 
visit Ystradgwyn Chapel Heritage Centre 
(ask about the special programme of talks and 
events available twice weekly in summer). 
Cyclists can follow the Lôn Dysynni cycle 
route. In the mountains explore Bird Rock 
and the moody ruins of Castell y Bere.

Along with the Llŷn Peninsula and Conwy Bay, Cardigan Bay puts the ‘coast’ 
into Snowdonia Mountains and Coast. Mountains meet the sea all along 
this lovely Cambrian Coastline – but most memorably at two outstandingly 
beautiful estuaries, Mawddach and Dy� . There are other highlights aplenty 
– Harlech Castle, picturesque Aberdy�  and little trains at Fairbourne and 
Tywyn, all handily linked by the scenic Cambrian Coast railway.

Harlech

Barmouth/Abermaw
Popular resort on the entrance to the 
beautiful Mawddach Estuary. Pretty 
harbour is overlooked by the headland 
of Dinas Oleu, birthplace of the National 
Trust. Lots to see and do – traditional 
seaside fun on the promenade and in the 
small fairground, two miles of superb sandy 
beach, indoor adventure play area, good 
choice of accommodation. Take a walk 
up into the hills for panoramic views of sea 
and mountains, follow the Mawddach Trail 
along the idyllic old rail route to Dolgellau, 
or try the new circular walk (opening 2016) 
from the Wales Coast Path. There’s much to 
see in the town itself, including the Sailors’ 
Institute located around the harbour along 
with Tŷ Gwyn’s ‘shipwreck museum’ and Tŷ 
Crwn Round House. There’s also a Lifeboat 
Museum. Discover it all on the town heritage 
trail (leaflet available from the Tourist 
Information Centre or go to 
www.barmouthheritagetrail.org). 
Entice the kids away from the beach by 
taking them to Bendi-gedig, an indoor 
adventure play area.

Dyffryn Ardudwy
Traditional village well located for coast 
and country. Its prehistoric burial chamber 
is an important local site (it’s also an Ein Cader Idris
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Bae Ceredigion

Treftadaeth – Our Heritage information hub). 
Inland, visit remote Llyn Cwm Bychan and the 
mysterious Roman Steps that climb into the 
remote Rhinogydd mountains.

Fairbourne
Seaside village with big sandy beach on 
opposite side of the Mawddach Estuary to 
Barmouth. Take a ride on the Fairbourne 
Miniature Railway, the smallest of Wales’s 
narrow-gauge railways (with ferry link across 
the estuary).

Harlech
A ‘must see’ little town, not just for the views 
across the dunes but also for its clifftop 
medieval castle, a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. Recent developments here include a 
stunning new visitor centre with state-of-the-
art interpretation facilities. Royal St David’s is 
one of Wales’s top golf courses. Attractions 
include Theatr Harlech, craft shops and 
excellent leisure centre with indoor pool, 
café and climbing wall over 30ft/9m high, the 
most exciting in southern Snowdonia. Taste 
Hufenfa Castell’s delicious artisan ice cream. 
Visit Y Lasynys Fawr (just off the B4573 north 
of Harlech), a historic house dating from 
the 16th century and home to 17th-/18th-
century author Ellis Wynne (for visiting details 
contact 01766 781395 beforehand).

Llanbedr
Quaint village on the doorstep of Shell Island 
(so-called for the variety of its shells). Inland, 
explore the Rhinogydd, the last true mountain 
wilderness left in Wales. Visit the nearby 
Chwarel Hên Llanfair Slate Caverns for a 
glimpse into the area’s industrial past.

Llwyngwril
Scenery and history come together here 
– ancient standing stones and remains 
of an Iron Age hillfort can be seen in 

Editor’s choice for the 
Year of Adventure 2016
  Walk across water. Download 

the Barmouth Full Tour app from 

www.trailsnorthwales.info. This 

spectacular 10-mile walk takes in 

everything from the Dinas Oleu 

headland (birthplace of the National 

Trust) to the path across the railway 

bridge spanning the mouth of the 

Mawddach Estuary.

   Race the train. Most people run 

to catch the train. At Tywyn, they 

race the train – the narrow-gauge 

Talyllyn Railway – every year (2016’s 

event takes place on 20 August). 

The time to beat for the main event 

is 1 hour 47 minutes 46 seconds, 

but there are shorter and fun-run 

options too.

   Play golf at Aberdyfi. It’s one of 

Wales’s – and the UK’s – finest links 

courses. ‘It is the course that my soul 

loves best of all in the world,’ said 

great golfing writer Bernard Darwin.

   An adventurous new 
experience. Dip into Harlech 

Castle’s dramatic history at its new 

state-of-the art visitor centre.

   Go shell spotting. Where? 

At Shell Island, of course.

You’ve read all about it – now take a 

look at and book your accommodation 

(see pages 65–67).

Link up
www.aberdyfi.org

www.barmouth-wales.co.uk

www.visitharlech.org

www.visit-tywyn.co.uk
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Castell y Bere, Llanfihangel-y-pennant

3

the slopes above, and the village has a 
fascinating Quaker past, with two sites on 
the Dolgellau Quaker Trail. More religious 
heritage at nearby Llangelynnin where the 
medieval Church of St Celynnin overlooks 
the sea. Good local amenities with sheltered 
beach, shop, pub with restaurant and 
railway station. You’re not seeing things 
if you unexpectedly come across all kinds 
of knitted objects decorating benches, 
trees, gateposts, walls, doorways and the 
like – they’re all part of the Llwyngwril 
Yarn Bombing Project. Close to the 
beautiful Dysynni Valley, Bird Rock and the 
mysterious ‘Blue Lake’, the village is a great 
spot for touring, walking, cycling, horse 
riding, fishing, surfing, relaxing, and touring 
many nearby attractions

Tywyn
Seaside resort and good touring base. 
Attractions include large sandy beach and 
narrow-gauge Talyllyn Railway that travels 
deep into the hills (there’s a fascinating 
railway museum here too). Many local 
beauty spots – Ynysmaengwyn Park, Dolgoch 
Falls, Bird Rock, Llyn Myngul and Castell y 
Bere, atmospheric stronghold of the Welsh 
princes. Magic Lantern Cinema, a charming 
19th-century building that retains its historic 
splendour, puts on an interesting show – in 
addition to mainstream and arthouse films 
there’s music, comedy and poetry. The town’s 
quirky claims to fame also include its mighty 
‘Tywyn Wurlitzer’ and ‘Race the Train’, a well-
known annual fun event

Tywyn
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Porthmadog

Blaenau Ffestiniog
It’s changing fast. The former ‘slate 
capital of the world’ has, in the last few 
years, become one of North Wales’s most 
innovative activity centres. Those screes 
of broken slate that tumble down steep-
sided mountains are now the province of 
mountain bikers and zip line riders, while 
underground the historic caverns are 
home to the world’s largest subterranean 
trampoline and yet more zip line action. 
But first things first. To get a historical 
perspective on things take a guided 
Victorian Mine Tour into the Llechwedd 
Slate Caverns to learn more about the 
industry that ‘roofed the world’. The Antur 
’Stiniog downhill mountain biking trails are 
a big success, as are Zip World Titan (the 
world’s largest zip zone), Zip World Caverns 
(more zip lines, this time underground) and 
Bounce Below (massive bouncy nets hung 
within vast chambers). 

Town centre improvements have 
revitalised the shopping area, and 
words, sayings, quarrying terms and 
local poetry have been inscribed into the 
streetscape – see the excellent interpretive 
booklet available locally or online at 
www.blaenauffestiniog.org/poetry 
(you can also download a sound file to 
your smartphone). Make a day of it and 
travel here by the narrow-gauge Ffestiniog 
Railway from Porthmadog. Discover more 
slate heritage by exploring Cwmorthin, 
a hidden spot in the mountains above 
Tanygrisiau where ghostly remains of 
the industry can still be seen. 

Borth-y-Gest
Small, picturesque harbour village, the 
seaside arm of nearby Porthmadog. 
Beautiful estuary and mountain views – 
it’s an enticing introduction to the Llŷn 
Peninsula. Morfa Bychan and Black Rock 
Sands nearby.

CRICIETH, PORTHMADOG AND 
THE VALE OF FFESTINIOG

Cricieth
Victorian charm comes to the seaside 
– with a medieval castle thrown in for 
good measure. Cricieth’s two beaches are 
separated by a headland fortress with a 
fascinating, forceful history. The resort is 
full of Victorian character – and flowers. 
Numerous restaurants and quality hotels, 
many with dreamy views across Cardigan 
Bay. Perfect spot for exploring Snowdonia’s 
mountains and the Llŷn Peninsula. Excellent 
coarse fishing nearby at Bron Eifion’s six-
acre lake. Princes of Gwynedd exhibition 
in the castle. Make a date for the Cricieth 
Festival (18–25 June) which kicks off on 
18th with the Cricieth Food Slam.

There’s coast – the southern shores of the Llŷn Peninsula and the hauntingly 
beautiful Dwyryd Estuary. And there’s country – lots of it, including chunks of 
Snowdonia and the wooded Vale of Ffestiniog. So you’re not short of scenery. 
It’s the same when it comes to attractions and places to visit – this part of 
Wales is especially rich in history, heritage and culture.

Borth-y-Gest
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much of the traffic away from the centre. 
Nearby Italianate village of Portmeirion is 
a ‘must visit’, not just for its otherworldly 
architecture and ambience but also for its 
speciality shopping. Plas Tan y Bwlch, the 
Snowdonia National Park’s Environmental 
Study Centre, is also nearby. Its beautiful 
grounds – a mix of formal and ‘wild’ 
woodland gardens – are open to the public. 
To see rare ospreys go to the new visitor 
centre opened in 2015 at Pont Croesor 
by Bywyd Gwyllt Glaslyn Wildlife.

Trawsfynydd
Another well-located walking and cycling 
base close to mountains and the trails in the 
Coed y Brenin Forest Park. It’s making waves 
in its own right thanks to developments at 
Llyn Trawsfynydd – known also as Traws 
Lake – inspired by the Snowdonia One Big 
Adventure/Centres of Excellence project. 
The lake has become a popular activity and 
adventure spot with excellent fishing for trout 
and game species, walking, birdwatching, 
canoeing, kayaking, and a cycle loop, boat 
jetty and visitor centre with café. Visit 
Llys Ednowain Hostel and Heritage Centre 
for a glimpse into local culture and the 
Trawsfynydd of old. Tomen-y-Mur Roman 
Fort has an Ein Treftadaeth – Our Heritage 
information hub. Yr Ysgwrn, farmhouse 
home of poet Hedd Wyn who died in World 
War One, will reopen after conservation 
and redevelopment work in 2017. In the 
meantime, visitors can see a temporary 
exhibition at Plas Tan y Bwlch, Maentwrog.

Tremadog
Architecturally pleasing village with 
elegant, spacious town square, created 
by 19th-century entrepreneur William 
Madocks (who also built The Cob at 
Porthmadog). Birthplace of TE Lawrence 
(Lawrence of Arabia). Good choice of 
places to eat locally, including the famous 
Eric Jones Café, known to climbers the 
world over.

Llanystumdwy
This small village near Cricieth was the 
boyhood home of David Lloyd George. 
Village has a museum dedicated to one of 
the greatest statesmen of the 20th century 
– Lloyd George introduced the old-age 
pension, led the country as Prime Minister 
during World War One, and gave women 
the vote. Also home to Tŷ Newydd National 
Writers’ Centre for Wales. Dwyfor Ranch 
Rabbit Farm/Animal Park and Dragon Raiders 
Activity Park with the Bear Grylls Survival 
Academy both close by. Follow the new 
circular walk from the Wales Coast Path, 
scheduled to open in 2016.

Porthmadog
Busy harbour town with a good range of 
shops and attractions, including nearby 
Portmeirion. You can’t keep narrow-gauge 
railway enthusiasts away. Porthmadog is a 
major hub, with no less than three lines – the 
Ffestiniog (running to Blaenau Ffestiniog), 
the shorter Welsh Highland Heritage (with its 
excellent hands-on railway museum) and the 
similarly named but separate Welsh Highland 
(running all the way to Caernarfon). Actually, 
there are four, for the Welsh Highland 
Heritage also has a tiny miniature line which 
uses coal from its bigger brother broken 
down into smaller lumps! Trains were not 
the only mode of transport in Porthmadog’s 
history as an important hub. Maritime 
Museum tells the story of the town’s 
rapid 19th-century growth into a thriving 
slate exporting and shipbuilding port for 
handsome three-masted schooners known 
as Western Ocean Yachts. Porthmadog’s 
best-loved landmark is The Cob, a mile-long 
embankment across the estuary that shaped 
its destiny. Town is a good base for walkers 
and cyclists – follow the Llŷn Coastal Path 
and Lôn Ardudwy bike route, and two new 
circular walks (at Porthmadog and nearby 
Maentwrog) opening in 2016. Porthmadog 
itself is an attractive place to explore on 
foot, especially since a bypass has taken 

1

For Tourist Information Centres 

please see back cover >

E
n

g
l

a
n

d

Blaenau 
Ffestiniog

Snowdon

Porthmadog
Tremadog

Borth-y-Gest
Llanystumdwy

Cricieth

Trawsfynydd

1

2

3

5

4

Editor’s choice for the 
Year of Adventure 2016
  Go big in Blaenau. You’ll have 

a lot on your plate. How does the 

world’s largest zip zone, downhill 

mountain biking and underground 

trampolining sound? 

  Traws Lake. Llyn Trawsfynydd 

is our new outdoor activities and 

adventure centre – go fishing, 

canoeing, cycling or walking.

  Shhh… it’s a secret. Seek out the 

secluded villages of Llanfrothen, 

Croesor and Rhyd in the hills north-

east of Porthmadog. Download 

walks from the website below. 

  See how many trains you can 
catch. That’s a tall order for no 

less than three narrow-gauge lines 

run from Porthmadog. And that’s 

before you jump on the scenic 

Cambrian Coast mainline service. 

  Explore ‘Shimmering 
Snowdonia Sandbanks’. That’s 

the name of the seven-mile walk 

from Porthmadog along one of 

the most beautiful estuaries in 

Wales. Download it from 

www.trailsnorthwales.info.

You’ve read all about it – now take a 

look at and book your accommodation 

(see pages 68–71).

Link up
www.anturstiniog.com
www.blaenauffestiniog.org
www.icriccieth.co.uk
www.llanfrothenacroesor.org
www.llanystumdwy.com
www.porthmadog.co.uk
www.trawslake.com
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Hendre Penprys, Pentre Uchaf, 
Pwllheli LL53 8EZ 
T: 01758 750505
enquiries@hendre-barns.co.uk
www.hendre-barns.co.uk
Contact name: Emma

Centrally located on the Ll ŷn Peninsula with 
views of Yr Eifl and Snowdonia. Our luxury 
rooms have private entrances and level access 
throughout. Facilities include double baths, walk-
in showers, Egyptian cotton bedding, Freeview 
TV/DVD, free Wi-Fi, comfortable seating, tea and 
coffee facilities. Near Portmeirion, steam railways, 
coastal walking and beaches.

r3; A3; Open 1–12; B&B pp £42.50–£45; 2 nights B&B pp £70–£75; 
weekly: B&B pp £172.50–£195;
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★ ★ ★ ★
Bed & Breakfast

Hendre Barns 5C

Llŷn Peninsula Farm Holidays
gwynedd@llawrdref.co.uk
www.happyhols.com

For free colour brochure contact: Annie 
gwynedd@llawrdref.co.uk 
T: 01758 712570

Owner booking cuts cost. 

Come stay with us on the beautiful Llŷn Peninsula, 
area of outstanding natural beauty. Enjoy:
• panoramic views • boat trips • walking 
• golfing • surfing • pony trekking 
Yes! all pastimes are catered for on the Lleyn.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 1–12; £POA; Short Breaks available
F  } C Z  p * j I   h - Z y I J   

★ ★ ★ ★ /★
Self-Catering

Llŷn Peninsula Farm Holidays 6B

Mynytho, Pwllheli, LL53 7PS 
T: 01286 830144     
info@hafoty.com 
www.hafoty.com
Elaine Moss 

Bron Rûg is a lovely traditional farmhouse 
conversion in a peaceful, rural setting. The 
cottage is set in enclosed lawned gardens with 
a fabulous patio and large barbecue, enjoying 
pleasant country views. The charming village 
of Abersoch, just a short drive away, offers 
magnificent beaches, gorgeous restaurants and 
superb shopping.

Open 3–1; Sleeps 2–6; Weekly: per unit £357–£462; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £232–£300
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★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Bron Rûg 5C

The Old Rectory

Boduan, Pwllheli LL53 6DT 
T: 01758 721519
theashcrofts@theoldrectory.net
www.theoldrectory.net
Gary & Lindsay Ashcroft
A Georgian country house set in beautiful 
grounds. Centrally situated on the Llyn 
Peninsula between Nefyn and Pwllheli. 
Ideal for marina, beaches, golf, 
pubs/restaurants. Ample parking. 
All tasteful en-suite rooms feature 
tea tray, toiletries, TV. Self-catering 
accommodation also available. 
Dog kennel and run for guest 
dogs. Boat parking.

r3; A3; Open 1–12; B&B pp £45–£60
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★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Bed & Breakfast

Brynhyfryd, built c1842 by William Jones, 
shipbuilder, stands in well-kept grounds 
overlooking the harbour and marina, with 
views over Cardigan Bay. Shops, pubs, 
beaches, the Welsh Coastal Path and the 
National Sailing Centre of Wales are within 
ten minutes walk. 

We welcome guests into Bwthyn 
(2 bedrooms) a cottage within our grounds 
and Brynbach (1 bedroom) a self-contained 
flat on the ground floor of our house 
(no steps). We provide garden furniture, 
table tennis, badminton, croquet and 
a garden grill.

Caernarfon Road, Pwllheli LL53 5LG
T: 01758 613501  
rand@myphone.coop
www.brynhyfryd.org.uk

Open 4–10; Sleeps 2–10; Weekly: per unit £270–£515
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £150–£250 – not applicable in summer months
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Brynhyfryd 5C

Self-Catering
★ ★ ★ ★

Morfa Nefyn, Pwllheli LL53 8UR  
T: 01758 720684 or 07771 677449
www.garreglwydfarm.co.uk
Ann Davies

Enjoy a peaceful, relaxing holiday in our 
renovated farmhouse near beautiful Llŷn coast. 
Ideally situated for mountain, coastal and country 
walks. 5 minutes by car from beaches, shops, 
golf, riding and fishing. Extremely comfortable 
& well-equipped comprising: 3 bedrooms; 
bathroom; lounge; kitchen/dining. Large garden 
and parking space. Central heating optional.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–5; Weekly: per unit from £250 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: from £140
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★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Garreg Lwyd Farm 5B

Snowdonia 
Mountains 
and Coast DVD 
Call 01286 679217 to 
order a copy or view 
and download online.
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r41; A41; Open 1–12; B&B pppn £55–£66; Self Catering: Sleeps 2–6; Weekly: 
per unit £330–£995; Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £225–£580. Welsh Language 
& Heritage Centre and gift shop; Open: Jan–Dec, 7 days (9am–5pm) Free entry. 
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Nant Gwrtheyrn 5B

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

★ ★ ★ ★★
Group Accommodation

Llithfaen, Pwllheli LL53 6NL 
T: 01758 750334  F: 01758 750335
post@nantgwrtheyrn.org
www.nantgwrtheyrn.org
Mair Saunders

5★ group accommodation. 10 New units 
for 2016 suitable for group events, visits 
and conferences. 4★ self catering cottages. 
Stunning coastal and mountain views. Contact 
us for information on: Welsh language 
courses, Heritage Centre, holidays, weddings, 
conferences, meetings, events, exhibitions, 
guided tours, café, shop, and National Welsh 
Language & Heritage Centre. 

54 Llŷn Peninsula



Crugeran, Sarn Meyllteyrn, Pwllheli LL53 8DT
T: 01758 730375  post@crugeran.com
www.crugeran.com
Rhian Parry

Deri Lleyn & Gadlas are exceptional cottages 
sleeping 10 and 14 with saunas, steam-showers, 
granite worktops high-spec kitchens and more. 
Less than a mile from our other 3 cottages 
sleeping 7, 5 and 4. Centrally located in glorious 
countryside. Enjoy quality time with friends or 
family. Come for that feel-good factor and warm 
welcome. Our guests return.

Gwyliau Fferm Crugeran Farm Holidays 6B

Open 1–12; Sleeps 1–24; Weekly: per unit £270–£1900; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £160–£1100
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★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Carrog, Llangwnadl, Pwllheli LL53 8NL
T/F: 01758 730670 
carolgwilym@gmail.com
www.carrogfarm.co.uk
Mrs Carol Thomas

Three tasteful farm cottages in a peaceful 
countryside location with sea views. Near sandy 
beaches and coastal path at Llangwnadl, Tudweiliog 
and Nefyn. Ideal seperately or together for family 
holidays, romantic breaks or large groups. Clean 
and extremely well equipped. WiFi access and 
towels provided. Patio areas and large garden. 
Dogs welcome.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–18; Weekly: per unit £280–£870; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £190–£600
F } C Z ( ] ß * j I  h - y I

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Carrog Farm Cottages 5B

Overlooking Hells Mouth and Cardigan 
Bay, Llwynfor enjoys spectactular 
views of the North Wales coastline 
and Snowdonia and offers the ultimate 
stay in comfort and luxury.

Furnished and equipped for large 
groups, this spacious house has 
six bedrooms, four shower rooms, 
bathroom, utility, two large sitting 
rooms and a huge kitchen. WiFi, 
woodburner, lawn, patio, BBQ, and 
games room with air hockey, table 
tennis etc. All towels provided.

A stay at Llwynfor is a special 
experience that you will never forget!

Rhiw, Pwllheli, LL53 8AF 
T: 01758 730670 carolgwilym@gmail.com  
www.llwynfor.co.uk  Mrs Carol Thomas

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–14; Weekly: per unit £1200– £2400; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: from £840 
F } C Z ( A ] ß  * I  h - y I

Llwynfor 5C

Self-Catering
★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Rhoshirwaun, Pwllheli LL53 8HY  
T: 01758 780 318 
meillionyddbach@btconnect.com
www.meillionydd.co.uk  
Mrs Lowri Thomas

Relax, unwind in a tastefully furnished 
accommodation. Near the picturesque village of 
Aberdaron. Ideally situated for coastal and country 
walks. Numerous sandy beaches to explore. 
Oil CH and electricity inclusive. Free linen, towels. 
Log burner for those cosy nights in. Special rates 
for 1–2 persons. Also barn conversion sleeping 2. 
Croeso cynnes.

Open 2–10; Sleeps 1–5; Weekly: per unit £280–£490 

} C Z ( A ] ß * j I  h - y Ç I

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Meillionydd Bach 6A

Rhoshirwaun, Pwllheli LL53 8HY  
T: 01758 780 318 
meillionyddbach@btconnect.com
www.meillionydd.co.uk  
Mrs Lowri Thomas

A tastefully semi-detached 4 star barn conversion 
for 2 (plus 1 child). 3 miles from the picturesque 
village of Aberdaron. Cosy, comfortable and warm. 
Open plan with a mix of modern and antique 
furnishings. Log burner for those cosy nights in after 
a special day of walking the coastal path. Explore 
the sandy beaches and the countryside and have a 
restful night in the king size bed. Croeso cynnes.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 1–2; Weekly: per unit £280–£390 
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★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Bwthyn Meillionydd Bach 6A
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Fantastic choice, friendly team, fabulous locations
01686 628200
www.walescottageholidays.co.uk

★★–★★★★★
Self-Catering
★★–★★★★★
Self-Catering

Lon Garmon, Abersoch, Pwllheli LL53 7UL 
T: 01758 712328
info@tyn-y-mur.co.uk
www.tyn-y-mur.co.uk

The nearest Camping and Touring Park to the 
renowned village of Abersoch, a short stroll 
away, with its beautiful beaches. Elevated park 
with excellent panoramic views of Snowdonia, 
Cambrian Mountains, Hells Mouth and Bardsey 
Island. The nearest shop is just 5 minutes walk 
away in the tiny picturesque village of Llangian.

★ ★ ★ ★
Touring & Camping Park

Tyn-y-Mur Touring & Camping Park 6B

Open 18 Mar – Nov; Pitches: Touring 40, Tents 40; Touring Daily £18 – £25
We accept seasonal tourers.
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View from the park

Sea Front Holiday Flats

4 West End Parade, Pwllheli LL53 5PN 
T: 01614 454218  M: 07780 703235  
info@seafrontflats.co.uk
www.seafrontflats.co.uk  
Mrs C. Woski
Seafront holiday flats overlooking beautiful 
beach. 50 yards from beach. Well equipped. 
Spacious. All flats with fantastic sea view. Studio 
and 3 bedrooms flats. Close to golf course, 
marina & leisure centre. 10 minutes walk to 
town. Ideal for sailing, fishing and walking.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–5; Weekly: per unit 
£180–£485; Short Break: 3 nights per 
unit: from £130

F } C Z ( A ] ß * 
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★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

5C Ty Isaf Caravan Park

Tudweiliog, 
Pwllheli, LL53 8AJ 
T: 07817 755795
hill550@btinternet.com 
www.tyisaf.com
Small site situated at the heart of Lleyn, 
with pub. Shop 3 minutes walk. 
Free boat launching bay, lovely sandy 
beach with shop 15 minutes walk. 
Tranquil bays nearby.

Open 4-10; Pitches: Touring 15, Tents 10; 
Touring Daily £10–£15; 
Touring Weekly £70–£95
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5B

Verified Accommodation

Gorwel Holiday Cottage

Abererch, Pwllheli LL53 6PN    
T: 01758 612805  
barrie@gorwel.info 
www.gorwel.info      
Barrie Grayson
Attractive stone cottage with HOT TUB. 
Stunning elevated sea views. Very 
comfortable. Modern kitchen. Luxury 
bathroom. Four bedrooms one en-suite. 
Large car park, 2 patios, large garden. 
Electricity & linen included. Heating, 
TV & DVD.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–8; Weekly: per unit 
£775–£1350; Short Break: 3 nights from: 
£475–£550, 4 nights from: £525–£600
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5C

Self-Catering
★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Pen-y-Bryn, Goleu, Llanbedrog, 
Pwllheli, Gwynedd LL53 7RE  
T: 01758 740741 
M: 07887 622393 
brookes28@btinternet.com
www.llanbedrogcottage.co.uk
Mrs P J Brookes

Beautiful location, excellent views to sea, beach 
and Snowdonia. Convenient for all areas. 19th 
century converted stone cottage with low beams. 
Extremely comfortable and cosy. One double 
bedroom and one twin bedded room. Fully fitted 
kitchen and bathroom. Brochure on request. Short 
breaks available out of season. Parking for 2 cars.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–4; Weekly: per unit £300–£500; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £200–£300
} Z ( ] ß  * y Ç I

★ ★ ★ ★ 
Self-Catering

Y Bwthyn 5B

3★ – 5★
Self-Catering

Gwynfryn is an organic dairy farm on 
the outskirts of Pwllheli in the heart of 
the Lleyn Peninsula. Old farm buildings 
have been converted into cosy quality 
cottages sleeping between 2–8. All the 
comforts of home with Wi-Fi connection 
in each unit. For those rainy days we 
have a heated indoor pool, sauna, 

jacuzzi, fitness room, and for the more 
energetic a tennis court, indoor/outdoor 
play area, trampoline and tractors. From 
May until the end of August a weekly 
BBQ is arranged – giving mum a well 
deserved night off. Don't book a holiday, 
book an experience, much more than 
self-catering!

Gwynfryn Farm, Pwllheli, Gwynedd LL53 5UF 
T: 01758 612536 gwynfrynfarm@btconnect.com  
www.gwynfrynfarm.co.uk  Sharon Rees Ellis

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–8; Weekly: per unit £225–£1123; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £210–£480

F } C Z ( A % k K ] p * j I  h - y I _

Gwynfryn Farm Holidays Ltd 5C
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1 High Street, Bangor LL57 1DQ 
T: 01248 362189 F: 01248 371328
reception@gardenhotel.co.uk
www.gardenhotel.co.uk
Mr Andrew Lui

The Hotel is situated on the High Street, close 
to Bangor railway station, with 10 en-suite 
bedrooms and delicious freshly-prepared 
food and fine wines served every day in a 
warm welcoming atmosphere. Saint Deiniol's 
Cathedral, University and Penrhyn Castle all 
within walking distance makes us an ideal 
place to stay.

r11; A10; Open 1–12; B&B pp £39.50–£45
} C  Œ ( A % k ] ú ß Z I  h - 

★ ★ ★
Guest Accommodation

Garden Hotel 2D

Beddgelert LL55 4YB 
T: 01766 890347
jilltan@btconnect.com
www.tanronnen.co.uk
Mr W A Hughes

Located in the centre of the village, which is 
situated at the head of the magnificent Glaslyn 
Pass in the heart of the Snowdonia National Park. 
All rooms furbished to the highest standard. 
Family rooms available, TV in bedrooms. 
Mastercard, Visa, Eurocheque, Switch, Delta 
accepted. Robinsons traditional draught beers.

r7; A7; Open 1–12; B&B pp £55–£65; 2 night D B&B pp: £120–£185; 
Weekly, 2 sharing: B&B £560; Weekly, single: B&B £380
} C Œ Z ( % k  ] ú ß Z ß I   h

★ ★ ★ ★
Inn

Tanronnen Inn 4E

r104; A104; Open 1–12; B&B pp £35–£79; 
Short Break: 2 night D B&B: £78–£219 
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★ ★ ★
Hotel

The hotel is set in 30 acres of gardens and woodland, cradled between lakes 
Padarn and Peris, and dwarfed by mount Snowdon. The location is simply 
breathtaking, with two restaurants, two bars and comfortable en-suite rooms. 
An ideal base for exploring North Wales. Five minutes walk to Llanberis village.

Llanberis, Gwynedd LL55 4TY 
T: 01286 870253  F: 01286 870149 
enquiries@theroyalvictoria.co.uk
www.theroyalvictoria.co.uk
Mr Steve Lee

3DThe Royal Victoria Hotel

North Road, Caernarfon LL55 1BA
T: 01286 675589 
enquiries@bronmenai.co.uk
www.bronmenai.co.uk
Mrs V Ashcroft

Positioned ideally for touring North Wales by car 
or bus. The beautiful Snowdonia region, Llyn 
Peninsula, Isle of Anglesey, coastal towns, castles, 
gardens, National Trust homes; Caernarfon castle, 
harbour, Welsh Highland Railway ten minute walk. 
Town centre five minutes, various bistros, pubs and 
restaurants. Many activities available in the area.

r10; A10; Open 1–12; B&B pp £30–£50 
F } C ( A % k ] ú ß * I  _

Bron Menai Guest House 3D

★ ★ ★ ★ 
Guest Accommodation

This deluxe hotel offers 110 luxurious 
en-suite bedrooms, fine dining, stylish 
conference facilities hosting 300 delegates. 
2100 sq feet dance floor, leisure club with 
16 mtr pool. Situated in the historical town 
of Caernarfon by the Snowdonia National 

Park, near Welsh Castles, gardens, golf 
courses and beaches. Easy access to 
Bangor Station, Holyhead Ferry Port and 
Manchester and Liverpool Airports. Special 
overnight packages available.

Bangor Street, Caernarfon LL55 1AY
T: 01286 674477 F: 01286 674139
reservations@celtic-royal.co.uk  
www.celtic-royal.co.uk

★ ★ ★
Hotel

r110; A110; Open 1–12; B&B pp £35.70–£92.50; 
2 night D B&B pp: £110–£140
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Celtic Royal Hotel 3D

St Davids Road, Caernarfon, 
Gwynedd LL55 1EL
T: 01286 673840  M: 07775 627299
eroyle369@btinternet.com
Mrs Eunice Diana Royle

A tastefully furnished Victorian town house 
with views over the Menai Straits. Bright and 
pleasant en-suite bedrooms, one with private 
roof garden. Close to castle and town centre. 
Ideal location for mountains, lakes and beaches. 
A warm welcome awaits you in this family run 
guest house. Alarmed storage for motorbikes 
and cycles.

r2; A2; Open 1–12; B&B pp £30–£32.50
( % ] ú ß  

★ ★ ★ ★
Guest House

Brynhyfryd 3D
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Bron Meirion, Nantmor, Beddgelert LL55 4YG 
T: 01248 450690
tony@hirst-hafod.co.uk
www.hirst-hafod.co.uk
Tony Hirst

Charming spacious cottage in picturesque hamlet 
of Nantmor above Glaslyn Valley. Close to Welsh 
Highland Railway. Walk Snowdonia hills from 
doorstep. Beddgelert 1.5 miles, Porthmadog 
7 miles, beach 9 miles. Pine kitchen with rayburn, 
dishwasher, washer/dryer, microwave. Lounge and 
study with beamed ceilings, woodburner. Bed linen 
and towels provided.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 6; Weekly: per unit £250–£650; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: from £200–£300
} C ] ß * h - Z y Ç I 

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Bron Meirion Cottage 4E

Llanrug, Caernarfon LL55 4RE 
T/F: 01286 870210
holidays@brynbrascastle.co.uk
www.brynbrascastle.co.uk
Mrs Marita Gray-Parry

Distinctively appointed, comfortable apartments, for 
2 persons, within unique Grade II* Listed Regency 
Castle. Extensive peaceful garden/grounds with 
views midst magnificent Snowdonian countryside. 
Centrally located. Truly relaxing tranquillity – ideal 
for couples. No children. Good restaurants/pubs 
nearby. Flexible start/depart days, as preferred, for 
weeks/short breaks.

Fully inclusive rents (inc. breakfast cereals and much more...) Weekly from £700. 
Special romantic breaks. Short breaks e.g. 2 people for 2 nights from £300.

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Bryn Bras Castle 3D

Nant Gwynant, Beddgelert, 
Caernarfon LL55 4NW  T: 01299 832077
info@snowdoniaholidays.com
www.snowdoniaholidays.com
Mr & Mrs R. Gready

Cosy detached ancient longhouse by river, 
looking straight at Snowdon south ridge, 
beautiful surrounding mountains, spectacular 
waterfalls. Explore numerous local attractions; 
enjoy wonderful walking straight from cottage. 
Fuel, bedding, towels included. Two comfortable 
bedrooms. Large garden. Parking. Children and 
pets welcome. Cot, washing machine, drier, 
dishwasher, microwave. Many games, books, 
CDs, DVDs, Wi-Fi.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–4 + cot; 
Weekly: per unit £325–£625; Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £210–£305
F } C ( ] ß *  h - y I

★ ★ ★★
Self-Catering

Celyn 4E

Coed Gelert, Beddgelert, 
Caernarfon LL55 4YQ 
T: 01766 890880   
glaslyn.leisure@ukgateway.net
www.snowdonia-cottages.net

Five high quality, modern cottages in village centre 
with private parking. Fully equipped, including 
dishwasher, en-suite facilities, utility/drying room 
and garden with patio. Gas central heating, 
electricity, bed linen and towels included. Cottages 
command views of Glaslyn Valley and surrounding 
mountains. Ideal for active or relaxing breaks with 
friends or family.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 1–6; Weekly: per unit £410–£960; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £265–£625
} Z ( s ]  ß * I  h - y Ç I

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Coed Gelert Holiday Cottages 4D

High Street, Llanberis LL55 4HA 
T: 01286 872400 
erwfair@fsmail.net
www.erwfair.com
Martin Ross

Lovely, elegant 19th century Welsh stone 
house. Comfortable, friendly, informal relaxation 
for families, couples and groups. Excellent 
breakfast, free parking. Lounge and drying 
facilities. Colour TV, tea & coffee facilities in all 
rooms. A splendid centrally located venue for 
all wanting to enjoy the beautiful Snowdonia 
mountain scenery, whether touring, walking, 
climbing or cycling. Free Wi-Fi.

r8; A5; Open 1–12; B&B pp £28–£35 
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★ ★ ★
Guest House

Erw Fair 3D

Llanddeiniolen, Caernarfon LL55 3AD 
T: 01248 670147    
jane@tymawrfarm.co.uk 
www.tymawrfarm.co.uk
Jane Llewelyn Pierce

Comfortable well appointed farmhouse with 
uninterrupted views of Snowdon. Centrally situated 
between Caernarfon and the mountain range. 
Fully centrally heated with log fires in two lounges, 
a separate panelled dining room ideal for that 
relaxing holiday. Evening meals optional. All rooms 
en-suite and very spacious with beverage tray and 
freeview TV. Brochure available on request. 
Free Wi-Fi available.

r2; A2; Open 1–12; B&B pp £35–£45; 2 night B&B pp: £70-£90
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Tŷ Mawr Farm 3D

★ ★ ★ ★
Farmhouse

Seion, Llanddeiniolen, Caernarfon LL55 3AE 
T: 01248 670489  F: 01248 671772  
enquiries@tynrhos.co.uk  
www.tynrhos.co.uk  
Stephen and Hilary Murphy

Beautiful Country House set in idyllic gardens and 
stunning scenery. Close to Snowdon mountain. 
Superb cuisine and select wine list. Individually 
styled bedrooms with luxury bedding, towels and 
robes. Relaxing/romantic breaks. Exclusive use 
and select groups also welcome. Open for 
afternoon teas, lunch and dinner by prior booking.

r19; A19; Open 1–12; B&B pp £59.50. Short Break 2 night B&B pp: £59.50–
£85; 2 night D B&B pppn: £95–£120. Prices based on two people sharing.
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★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Guest Accommodation

Ty’n Rhos Country House 3D
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Rhostryfan, Caernarfon LL54 7PH 
T: 01286 830144     
info@hafoty.com 
www.hafoty.com
Elaine Moss 

Nestled in a peaceful rural location between 
the spectacular Snowdonia National Park and 
the tranquil Caernarfon Bay, with glorious 
views from our cottages, along with a wealth 
of beaches, mountains and history to explore. 
Our six picturesque cottages range from 
characterful, traditional cottages to stylish, 
modern barn conversions.

Open 3–1; Sleeps 2–6; Weekly: per unit £225–£462; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £146–£300
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★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Hafoty Farm Cottages 3D

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

A choice of 4 charming spacious cottages set 
in a private courtyard on a working farm 4 miles 
from Snowdon. Ample parking. Caernarfon, 
Anglesey and Snowdonia only 5 miles away. 
Homemade cakes on arrival. All cottages with 
wood-burners and central heating. 100 acres 
to walk about. Reduction for couples. Brochure 
available upon request. Free Wi-Fi available.

Tŷ Mawr Farm, Llanddeiniolen,
Caernarfon LL55 3AD  T: 01248 670147   
M: 07989 621987  jane@tymawrfarm.co.uk 
www.tymawrfarm.co.uk  
Jane Llewelyn Pierce

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–4; Weekly: per unit £250–£750; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £150–£350  
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Tŷ Mawr Farm Cottages 3D

Dinas Dinlle, Caernarfon, 
Gwynedd LL54 5TW 
T: 01286 830492  
info@caernarfonbay.com 
www.caernarfonbay.com
Chloe Ellis

The perfect peaceful holiday retreat with 
panoramic views and unspoilt countryside. 
Caernarfon Bay is the ideal base for you. 
50 yards from blue flag award winning beach. 
A small, quiet park offering top quality 2-3 
bedroom holiday bungalows and caravans with 
gardens and parking. Shop & café on site. 
80% of our visitors return. Pets welcome.

Open 1–12; Statics: 16; Statics for hire: 4; Static Daily: £45–£70; 
Static Weekly: £170–£485; Short breaks available.
F } C Z ( k ] ß Z 9 * ß I  h - I (

★ ★ ★ ★
Holiday Park

Caernarfon Bay Holiday Park 4C

Llanberis, Caernarfon, LL55 4TY 
T: 01286 871097 
M: 07743 089116
enquiries@glanybala.com  
www.glanybala.com  
Mrs S. Handler

Breathtaking views! Two quality self-catering 
accommodations in Victorian country house plus 
beamed cottage with slate fireplace. 7 acres of 
private woodland. Bed linen, towels, electricity, 
heating included. Free ample parking.

Open 1–12; Peris apt. sleeps 2–3; Padarn apt. sleeps up to 10
Coach House Cottage sleeps 4–6. Weekly: per unit £322–£1210; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £176–£828
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★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Glan-y-Bala Holidays 3D

Bontnewydd, Caernarfon LL54 7YE 
T: 01286 672811 
info@plasybryn.co.uk
www.plasybryn.co.uk
Mr and Mrs Livingston

This small park is situated two miles from 
the historic town of Caernarfon. Set into 
a walled garden it offers safety, seclusion 
and beautiful views of Snowdonia. Village 
pub and shop nearby. Choice of caravans 
or lodge available for hire or purchase with 
two or three bedrooms.

Open 3–12; Statics:18; Statics for hire:6; Static Daily: £50-£150; 
Static Weekly: £225–£850; Short Breaks: 3 nights £135–£450
F  } C Œ Z k ß I  h - ) J 

★ ★ ★ ★
Holiday Park

Plas-y-Bryn Chalet Park 3D

Snowdonia Tourist Services, 
Plas Ynys Tywyn, Porthmadog LL49 9PG 
T: 01766 513829 F:01766 513837
office@sts-holidays.co.uk
www.sts-holidays.co.uk

We have a selection of riverside cottages in 
Beddgelert and surrounding villages. Accommodate 
2–8 persons and pets. All have been inspected by 
the Visit Wales inspector. Some have fishing rights. 
Visit our website for full descriptions, photos, virtual 
tours, access statements and customer feedback.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–8; Weekly: per unit £252–
£992; Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £204–£780 
F } C Z ( A % k ] ß * j 

 h - Z y Ç I J  

1★ – 5★
Self-Catering

Beddgelert Cottages 5D
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Vicarage Road, 
Betws-y-Coed LL24 0AD  
T: 01690 710491 
welcome@garth-dderwen.co.uk
www.garth-dderwen.co.uk
Mrs F. Morris

A warm welcome awaits at our Victorian Guest 
House. Quiet village centre position 4 minutes 
from train station. Private parking, lounge, 
drying-room, bike storage, WiFi, traditional/special 
diets. Centrally situated for touring Snowdonia 
and North Wales. Walks/golf course 2 minutes 
from house. Please book direct via our website 
or call 01690 710491 for special offers. 
Try our refurbished riverside cottage, Glan Dulyn, 
www.north-wales-accommodation.co.uk 

r6; A4; Open 1–12; B&B pp £27.50–£42.50
F  } ( % k ] ú ß  * I  

Garth Dderwen 3F

★ ★ ★
Guest House

TO BE APPROVED

Holyhead Road, Betws-y-Coed LL24 0AN
T: 01690 710587
welcome@ferns-guesthouse.co.uk
www.ferns-guesthouse.co.uk
Mark & Sarah Jones

You'll find a warm welcome and friendly service 
here at The Ferns. We are ideally located within 
easy stroll of Betws-y-Coed’s restaurants, bars, 
shops, railway station and Snowdon Sherpa 
bus-stop. Delicious breakfasts, en-suite rooms, 
parking, free Wi-Fi. A great base for exploring 
Snowdonia and North Wales.

r7; A7; Open 2–12; B&B pp £35–£45
} ( % k ] ú ß I 

★ ★ ★ ★
Guest House

The Ferns Guesthouse 4F

Lôn Muriau, Llanrwst Road, 
Betws-y-Coed LL24 0HD  
T: 01690 710627 
welcome@bryn-bella.co.uk
www.bryn-bella.co.uk

A warm welcome awaits you at award-winning, 
eco-friendly Bryn Bella. Enjoy spectacular views 
of Betws-y-Coed and the surrounding area. 
All rooms equipped to the highest standard for 
your comfort and pleasure. Highly commended 
by the AA, we are in the top 10% of places 
in Snowdonia.

r5; A5; Open 1–12; B&B pp £40–£50
F } Œ ( % k ] ú ß * I  

Bryn Bella Guest House 3F

TO BE APPROVEDHolyhead Road, Betws-y-Coed, 
Conwy LL24 0AN 
T: 01690 710335    
welcome@mount-garmon.co.uk 
www.mount-garmon.co.uk
Petra Wing

Elegant Victorian guest house in the centre of 
Betws-y-Coed. Ideal base for adventures or 
relaxing in Snowdonia. Rooms extremely clean and 
comfortable, en-suites with baths and showers. 
Wide choice of delicious breakfasts. Private car 
park, garden, bicycle storage, drying facilities, 
Wi-Fi. Fluent German spoken. 
More information on our website.

r6; A5; Open 1–12; B&B pp £35–£45
} ( % k ] ú ß * I  

★ ★ ★ ★
Guest House

Mount Garmon View Guest House 3F

Betws-y-Coed LL24 0AS
T: 01690 710293 F: 01690 710362
info@snowdoniahotel.com
www.snowdoniahotel.com

Built in Victorian times amidst the dramatic 
scenery of Snowdonia National Park, this elegant 
4 star Country House Hotel makes the most of 
its tranquil position within 16 acres of grounds 
on the banks of the river Conwy. The hotel offers 
an award winning restaurant and 18 newly 
refurbished rooms and suites.

r18; A18; Open 2–12; B&B pp £60–£115  
F } C C Œ Z ( A % s k K ú  ß 
Z * ß I  h - _

Country House
Hotel

★ ★ ★ ★
Country House Hotel

Craig-y-Dderwen The Riverside Hotel 4F
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Walkers and cyclists welcome

Walking and cycling enthusiasts should look out 
for this sign, which includes the ‘boot’ and ‘
wheel’ symbols. Some properties qualify for 
both symbols, others just the one. 

The symbols are displayed by properties that 
have undertaken to provide features which 
walkers and cyclists always find welcome. 
They include drying facilities for wet clothes and 
boots, secure lockable areas for bikes, adequate 
storage space for rucksacks and packed lunches.

Holyhead Road, Betws-y-Coed LL24 0AY 
T: 01690 710219  
F: 01690 710603
royaloakmail@btopenworld.com
www.royaloakhotel.net

The gateway to Snowdonia is right 
on the doorstep of this former 
Victorian coaching inn, which nestles 
at the foot of wooded hillside in the 
heart of the picturesque village. 

Rooms have been designed to 
incorporate contemporary luxury with 
the heritage and historical feel of the 
hotel, with rich fabrics, local art and 
stylish furnishings. Deluxe rooms 
feature sleigh beds, or four posters.

Guests benefit from complimentary 
membership of the nearby Stations 
Health & Beauty Complex with 
pool, gym, sauna, steam rooms 
and treatments suite. 

Free Wi-Fi is available throughout 
the hotel and all rooms have flat 
screen TVs. The award-winning 
Llugwy River Restaurant offers 
modern Welsh cooking using local 
seasonal produce.

Alternative dining options are the 
relaxed modern Grill Bar, serving 
the finest Welsh produce or the 
Stables Bar which has a rather 
special atmosphere with its regular 
music nights, plenty of cask ales 
and alfresco dining.

The perfect base for exploring all 
of Snowdonia's wonders... look 
no further... it's all here!

r27; A27; Open 1–12; B&B per room £95–£185; 
Walkers Break: 2 night D B&B per room, double or twin: £300–£420 
} C Z ( % s k K ]  ú  ß Z I  h - 

★ ★ ★
Hotel

Royal Oak Hotel 4F

Hotel

Holyhead Road, Betws-y-Coed LL24 ODW 
T: 01690 710796  F: 01690 710191
swallowfallshotel@btconnect.com
www.swallowfallshotel.co.uk
Peter Jones

Situated just outside Betws-y-Coed opposite 
Wales’ most beautiful waterfall, Swallow Falls 
Complex has a wide range of accommodation 
to suit all tastes. The hotel offers 19 en-suite 
bedrooms, a 76-bed hostel plus camp-site 
with shower block and toilets. Other facilities 
include bars, restaurant, coffee shop, landscaped 
gardens and children’s play area, 5-a-side 
football, and table tennis. Small cordoned off 
area for 4 Caravans with electric hook up.

r19; A19; Open 1–12; B&B pp £30–£45 F } C C Œ Z ( 

% k ] ú ß Z * ß I  h - 5 Ç = 

★ ★ ★
Inn

Swallow Falls Complex 3F

All rooms are decorated to a high standard 
and offer tea & coffee making facilities, 
colour remote TVs with over 50 Freeview 
channels and 25 radio stations, ipod/
MP3 docking stations, double glazing and 
central heating. All rooms are situated 

on one floor with easy access lift. Other 
amenities include disabled facilities, bike 
storage, bike wash and drying room. 
The Stables Bar next door offers a wide 
selection of meals and cask ales, alfresco 
dining and hosts regular music nights.

Holyhead Road, Betws-y-Coed LL24 0AY 
T: 01690 710011  F:01690 710603
royaloakmail@btopenworld.com 
www.stableslodge.net

★ ★ ★ ★
Guest Accommodation

r18; A18; Open 1–12; Per room, per night: £75–£95. 
Breakfast pre-book available at Royal Oak Hotel.  

} C Œ ( % s k ] G ú ß Z I  h - _

Stables Lodge 4F
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Holyhead Road, 
Betws-y-Coed LL24 0AR
T: 01690 710411  F: 01690 710986 
reservations@waterloo-hotel.info
www.waterloo-hotel.info

★ ★ ★
Hotel

r42; A42; Open 1–12; B&B pp £46.50–£80 
F } C C Z ( % s k ] ú ß Z p ß I  h - _ Hotel

Waterloo Hotel 4F

The ideal base to explore and discover 
the breathtaking scenery of Snowdonia's 
beautiful countryside and coast. Situated 
on the grounds of the hotel our modern, 
spacious lodge style rooms come complete 
with own parking space and once inside 
offer tea/coffee making facilities, flat 
screen TV and safe. 

Rooms also available in main hotel. 
Extensive menu dominated by locally 
sourced produce at the recently 
refurbished Bridge Restaurant. 
Guests enjoy full use of our leisure 
facilities – indoor heated swimming 
pool, Jacuzzi, sauna, steam room and 
fully equipped gym. Free Wi-Fi is also 
available throughout.

Trefriw, Conwy LL27 0JH 
T: 01492 640809 
crafnanthouse@btinternet.com
www.trefriw.co.uk
Jan and Mike Bertenshaw

Whether you’ve discovered the mountain lakes 
which nestle above our village – conquered 
Snowdon or strolled around the stunning Conwy 
Valley  – then rest assured of the comfort and 
warm welcome of Crafnant House – beautifully 
appointed former Victorian farmhouse, an 
excellent central base, with traditional pubs 
and exceptional food on the doorstep.

r4; A3; Open 3–9; B&B pp £30.50–£35
} Z ( % k ] ú ß * I 

★ ★ ★ ★
Guest House

Crafnant Guest House 3F

Trefriw – between Betws-y-Coed & Conwy
Gateway to the North Wales Lakes 

Set in the glorious Snowdonia National Park, this 
friendly village is a world away from the crowds 
and commercialism of the larger resorts. It offers 
a wide choice of accommodation, places to eat and 
two real village pubs, but keeps its atmosphere 
of peace and tranquillity... a place to forget the 
pressures of modern life. Trefriw’s Woollen Mill 
is a popular place to visit. We are just 21/2 miles 
from Surf Snowdonia, Dolgarrog.

Discover our village and our wonderful scenic 
walks by visiting www.trefriwoutdoors.co.uk

Trefriw Tourism Association 3F
Crafnant Lake – Trefriw

Picturesque National Park location central 
to Snowdonia’s mountains and coast with 
beautiful lakes and forests around us. 
Delightful en-suite bedrooms, king size beds 
with memory foam mattresses and Egyptian 
cotton sheets. Fantastic views across the 
river Conwy. All have colour TV, free Wi-Fi 
throughout hotel, tea/coffee, hairdryer. 

Laundry facilities with drying room. Ample 
private hotel car parking. Our award-winning 
restaurant highlights our expertise in country 
cuisine with friendly attentive service 
complementing the dining experience. Log 
fires and cosy lounge bar to round off the 
perfect day in Snowdonia. 

Conwy Road, Trefriw, Nr Betws-y-Coed, Conwy LL27 0JP
T: 01492 640592  
enquiries@princes-arms.co.uk 
www.princes-arms.co.uk 

r9; A9; Open 1–12; B&B pp £40–£50; 
Short Break: 2 night B&B pp £80–£100; 
Weekly: B&B pp £280–£350

} C Z ( % s k K ]  ú ß Z I  h - _

The Princes Arms Hotel 3F

★ ★ ★
Hotel

Conway Old Road, Dwygyfylchi
Penmaenmawr, Conwy LL34 6SW
T: 01492 623518 F: 01492 622070
www.caerlyrhall.co.uk
Mr and Mrs Warner

Charming country house set in natural 
amphitheatre with sea and mountain views. All 
rooms en-suite and centrally heated. Excellent 
cuisine, fine wines and characterful bar. Non 
Smoking. Ideal for walkers, golfers, and historic 
building enthusiasts. Children welcome. Pets by 
arrangement. Ample parking.

r8; A7; Open 1–12; B&B pp £38–£43; 
Short Break: 2 night D B&B: £106–£116; Weekly: B&B pp £224–£259
F } C C Z ( % s k ] ú ß Z * I

★ ★ ★ 
Guest Accommodation

Caerlyr Hall 2F
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Capel Garmon, Betws-y-Coed, 
Conwy, Snowdonia LL26 0RL  
T: 01690 710261 
stay@betwsycoed.co.uk
www.betwsycoed.co.uk

3 luxury cottages with king-size jacuzzi / rolltop 
bath, en-suite bedrooms and modern kitchens, 
2 miles from picturesque village of Betws-y-Coed. 
Central location in the Snowdonia National Park 
for all Top 10 attractions of North Wales incl. Surf 
Snowdonia, Zip-Wire, Tree-Tops and Go-Below. 
Stunning views of the Snowdonia Mountain Range. 
Wide variety of Welsh cuisine nearby. Pub within 
walking distance. Free WiFi. 

Llannerch Goch Luxury Cottages 3F

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–4; Weekly: per unit £395–£795; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £255–£295
F } C Z ( A % ]  ß *  h - y Ç I

★ ★ ★ ★ ★  ★ ★ ★ ★
Self Catering

Cae Llwyd Holiday Cottage

Glanrafon, Maenan 
Llanrwst LL26 0UP  
T: 01492 641734 
stay@holiday-cottage-wales.co.uk
www.holiday-cottage-wales.co.uk  
Mrs Llinos Wyn Owen
Newly refurbished luxury 5 star cottage 
in a stunning central location with 
uninterrupted views of Snowdonia beyond 
the hills. Away from it all but so near to so 
many attractions. 

Open 1–12; Sleeps 4; 
Weekly: per unit £425–£695; Short 
Break: 3 nights per unit: £225–£295
F } Z ] * j I  h - y Ç I

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

3F

Keep up to date with 
events, what’s new and 
information on special 
offers by joining us
on our social networks.

www.visitsnowdonia.info

Conwy Road, Trefriw LL27 0JH
T: 01492 641210    
tynewyddtrefriw@aol.com
www.tynewyddtrefriw.co.uk
Lillian Jones

Located in pretty village centre within Snowdonia 
National Park, 4 miles from A5 at Betws-y-Coed, 
9 miles from A55 at Conwy. Nearby friendly pubs/
restaurants. Easy access to all attractions, lakes, 
walks, mountains, coastal towns, Bodnant Gardens, 
castles, golf, horse riding, surf park, mountain zoo, 
woollen mills and much more. 
Lil and Allan welcome you.

r4; A2; Open 1–12; B&B pppn £35; Weekly: B&B pp £220;
Short Break: 2 night B&B pp £70
C ( % k ] ú ß * I  - 

★ ★ ★
Guest House

Tŷ Newydd Guest House 3F

Guest
Accommodation

The Old Forge

Pen y Graig, Llanbedr y Cennin, 
Conwy LL32 8JD  
T: 01492 660663 
h.fudge@btinternet.com
www.oldforge-cottage.co.uk 
Roberta Fudge
A comfortable, well-furnished, cosy 
cottage in the beautiful Conwy Valley. 
Ideal for peaceful, relaxing breaks or 
for enjoying the glories and history of 
Snowdonia and the coast.

Open 3–12; Sleeps 2; 
Weekly: per unit £280–£460; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £150–£180
} Z ( A ] * y I 

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

3F

3 Erskine Terrace, Conwy Town LL32 8BS 
T: 07742 900367
tjmountain@yahoo.com
www.stayconwy.com
Tom Mountain

Cosy two bedroom artisan cottage in a quiet 
cul-de-sac, inside the UNESCO World Heritage 
town of Conwy, with its 13th century castle 
and walls, nearby Snowdonia National Park. 
This comfortable cottage is fully equipped and 
modernised, centrally heated, multi-fuel stove, WiFi, 
parking at door. Full pictures and details on website.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 4; Weekly: per unit £280–£540; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £230
} Z % k ]  ß * I  - y Ç I

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Garreg Lwyd Cottage Conwy Town 2F
Nebo Road, Llanrwst, Conwy Valley LL26 0SD
T: 01492 640248
info@bodnant-caravan-park.co.uk
www.bodnant-caravan-park.co.uk
Mrs Ermin Kerry-Jenkins

Small select site for touring caravans, 
motorcaravans, tents and 2 holiday caravans, 
bordered by trees and a stream. Many years winner 
of “Wales in Bloom”, landscaped with shrubs, flower 
beds and old farm machinery. Set in our beautiful 
Conwy Valley, an ideal base for exploring the 
mountains, lakes and coast of North Wales. 
Multi-service & hard standing/grass caravan pitches.

Open 1–10; Pitches: Touring 34, Tents 14; Statics for hire: 2; Touring daily £20–£21; 
Tent £16–£19; Self catering holiday caravans weekly £260–£370

( k ] ß * j  5 Ç ( = _

★ ★ ★ ★
Holiday, Touring & Camping Park

Bodnant Caravan Park 3F

Coedfa Cottages

Betws-y-Coed, 
Conwy LL24 0SG  
T: 01824 704855   M: 07754 364172
glennevans2@mac.com
www.cottage-snowdonia.co.uk 
Victorian Gentleman’s residence, period 
features, spacious rooms, high ceilings. 
Grand feel. Proudly elevated on sunny side 
of Betws-y-Coed. 3/4 acres of grounds. 
Within walking distance of the village. Use 
of leisure facilities at nearby Waterloo Hotel.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–8; Weekly: per unit 
£842-£2043; Short Break: 3 nights per unit: 
£450; Cottage sleeps 4: £234–£708

}C Z A ] p * I  h- y Ç I (

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

3F
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Teithiau i bawb boed ar droed, ar feic, ar y dŵr neu ar y lôn
Trails for everyone, whether on foot, by bike, on water or by road

www.GoBala.org

Pencefn Road, Dolgellau LL40 2YP 
T: 01341 423380
M: 07880 873296
staylittlefarm@yahoo.co.uk 
www.staylittlefarm.co.uk  
Dawn Jones
Farmhouse accommodation with views 
of Cader Idris range and five minutes 
walk downhill to the centre of Dolgellau. 
All rooms en-suite with TV/DVD and Wi-Fi. 
Groundfloor bedroom in annex available.

★ ★ ★ ★
Bed & Breakfast

r3; A3; Open 2–11; B&B pp £35; 2 night 
B&B pppn: £30; Weekly: B&B pp £175. 
F } C ( A %] ú ß j 

I  h - 

Staylittle B&B 7F

Tyddynmawr, Cader Road, Islawrdref, Dolgellau, 
Gwynedd LL40 1TL
T: 01341 422331 
olwynevans@btconnect.com
www.wales-guesthouse.co.uk
Olwen Evans

It’s paradise! Honestly! 18th century farmhouse. 
5 star AA ‘Guest Accommodation of the Year 
2014’ award winner. Offers superb mountain 
views, peace, tranquillity and seclusion. Explore 
the ‘Cader Idris’ mountain and its lakes. AA ‘Best 
Breakfast’ award winner. Celebrating 30 years of 
5 star accommodation, run by Olwen the owner. 
AA 2012 friendliest B&B finalist.

r2; A2; Open 2–11; B&B pp £43–£44
F } ( % ] ú * j I  

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Farmhouse

Tyddynmawr Farmhouse 7F

Farmhouse

Llangower, Bala LL23 7BT 
T: 01678 521782
katrinalesaux@hotmail.co.uk
www.bryniau-golau.co.uk 

Katrina Le Saux

Award-winning B&B situated in Snowdonia National 
Park. Beautiful Victorian house with stunning views 
over Bala Lake. Luxurious accommodation; three 
rooms all en-suite. Two with four poster beds. 
Fabulous food; home-baked bread and cakes, 
home produced honey, best marmalade in Wales! 
Dinners Fridays and Sundays by arrangement, 
licenced premises.

r3; A3; Open 2–11; B&B pp £55–£60
} C ( A % k ] ú  * I  

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Bed & Breafast

Bryniau Golau 5G

Sarnau, Bala LL23 7LG 
T: 01678 530481 M: 07768 506640
pencefncottages@hotmail.co.uk
www.pencefn.com 
Gary Thomas 

Whether your preference is a leisurely or 
energetic holiday, our beautiful cottages set in 
five acres of magnificent countryside offer the 
perfect location. Each cottage is fully equipped, 
comfortable and clean with a secluded garden. 
Join us and be sure of a warm welcome with 
all the comforts of home.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–15; Weekly: per unit £220–£613; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £145–£190 (Winter season)

F } C Z ( %   * I  h - y Ç I _

Pen Cefn Cottage Holidays 5G

★ ★ ★ ★ 
Self-Catering

c/o Penisarmynydd, Maerdy, 
Corwen, Denbighshire LL21 0NP
T: 01490 460448  M: 07890 225907
www.balacottages.co.uk
G. Owen

Hen Hafod is a 17th century detached farmhouse 
situated 1 mile from Bala. Fedw’r Gog cottage 
is only 2 miles from the main A5 road towards 
Betws-y-Coed. Idyllic properties full of charm and 
character. Maesmor is on the outskirts of Bala, 
the bedroom overlooks the lake. Bryn Llan and 
Tremyfron are two bungalows near Bala Lake. 
Pets welcome. Short breaks available. 

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–8; Weekly: per property £150–£500; 
Short Break: 3 nights per property: £80–£200
F } C Œ Z A  * h - Z y I

★ ★ ★ ★ 
Self-Catering

Hen Hafod Nr Bala, Fedw’r Gog Nr Bala, Maesmor Bala,
Bryn Llan Bala & Tremyfron Bala

5G

Camlan, Mallwyd, Machynlleth, SY20 9EP 
T: 01650 531277
enquiries@thefirecat.co.uk 
www.thefirecat.co.uk  
Robin and Jane Worgan
Life’s a breeze with superb mountain views 
of the Snowdonia National Park. Large open 
fireplaces, exposed beams and traditional 
oak furniture throughout. TV/DVD 
inclusive with satellite channels.

r3; A3; Open 1-12; B&B prpn £99-110-
£135; 2 night pr: £198-£220-£270; Weekly pr: 
£594-£660-£810. Evening meals available. 
} C C ( % k ] ú * I  

h - 

The Firecat 
Country House B&B

7F

★ ★ ★ ★
Bed & Breakfast

Llanfachreth, Dolgellau LL40 2DH 
T: 01341 450605
info@oreira.co.uk
www.oreira.co.uk
Chris Gladwin

Or'Eira is a spacious, comfortable house in 
beautiful countryside. Downstairs there is a 
big kitchen / breakfast room, sitting room and 
conservatory. Upstairs there are 4 bedrooms, 
2 twin and 2 double with 2 en-suite and 1 family 
bathroom. Ideal for walking and cycling (close 
to Coed-y-Brenin). Easy access to the coast.

Open 4–10; Sleeps 2–8; Weekly: per unit £550–£850 
} C ( A s ] ß *  h - y Ç I

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Or'Eira 6F
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Riverside Bungalow

3 Riverside Bungalow, 
Llanbedr, Gwynedd LL45 2NW  
T: 07871 196280 
chris-garbett@live.co.uk
www.holidaycottagellanbedr.co.uk  
Chris Garbett
Within earshot of the River Artro in 
the village of Llanbedr. Snowdonia 
National Park and Cambrian Coast are 
on the doorstep. The rugged Rhinogydd 
Mountains are also close by.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 4; 
Weekly: per unit £265-£555; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £195–£340

F } Œ ( % ] ß * I - y Ç I

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

6D

Plas Gwynfryn

Llanbedr, Gwynedd LL45 2NY  
T: 01341 241363 
enquiries@plasgwynfryn.co.uk
www.plasgwynfryn.co.uk  
Caroline Evans
Large country house rental. Unique 
mountain and sea setting. Beautiful 
gardens. Luxurious guest bedrooms. 
Private dining available. Pubs walking 
distance. Wedding ceremony and 
entertainment licenses. Friendly, 
welcoming, peaceful and relaxing.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 18; Weekly: per unit 
£1850–£3950; Short Break: 3 nights per unit: 

£1800–£3600; } C C Z A % k 

] ú  Z * ß  h - y Ç I

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

6D

 

    

HOTEL   ABERDOVEY ABERDOVEY

Health & Beauty  
Treatments Available 

 
 

Spectacular Coastal Location 

Pensarn Farm Cottage

Pensarn Farm, 
Llanbedr LL45 2HS  
T: 01341 241285 
www.pensarncottage.co.uk  
Beti W. Jones
Modernised farm cottage with open 
views, within easy reach of beach,  
mountains, country walks, cycling paths 
and golf course. Near trains and buses. 
Full central heating. Private garden. 
Ample parking.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–5; Weekly: per unit 
£230–£400; Short Break: 3 nights per unit: 
£130–£160 F } C Z ( ]

ß * j - y I

★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

6D

Panorama Road, Barmouth LL42 1DQ  
T: 01341 280556 info@brynmelyn.co.uk
www.brynmelyn.co.uk  
David and Heather Brown

Relaxing 4-star graded guest house. Spectacular 
setting above the Mawddach Estuary in Barmouth, 
a popular Victorian seaside town. Eight en-suite 
rooms, stunning views. Dogs welcome in some 
rooms. Comfortable lounge/bar, fully licensed. 
Evening meals by arrangement. Car-park and sun 
terrace. Highly rated on Tripadvisor.

Relax, unwind, re-charge.

r8; A8; Open 1–12; B&B pp: £43.75–£55; 

3 night B&B pp: £116.25–£150; Weekly: B&B pp: £232.50–£300

} C C Z ( % k ] ú  ß * I  h -

★ ★ ★ ★
Guest House

Bryn Melyn Guest House 7E

Morwendon House, Llanaber, 
Barmouth LL42 1RR  
T: 01341 280566 M: 07092 197785
info@morwendon-house.co.uk
www.morwendon-house.co.uk  
Geoff and Teresa Challenor
Quality accommodation in beautifully 
maintained house overlooking Cardigan 
Bay. Evening meals available, AA awards 
for dinner and breakfast. Off road private 
car parking. No children under 12 years, 
no pets. All rooms en-suite. Ideally 
situated for exploring Snowdonia and 
the Mawddach Estuary. Railway halt 
200 yards.

r6; A6; Open 1–12; B&B pp:  
£39–£56; 2 night B&Bpp: £78–£112

F } C Z ( % k I   

Morwendon House 6E

Guest
Accommodation

Friog, Fairbourne LL38 2NX  
T: 01341 250644
stay@einionhouse.co.uk
www.einionhouse.co.uk  
Alvin Pereira
Near Barmouth and Dolgellau. Sea views, 
beach five minutes. Walks – Blue Lake, 
Wales Coastal Path, Mawddach Trail, 
Barmouth Bridge, Cader Idris, steam 
railways, pony trekking, cycling, castles,
wildlife. See website.

★ ★ ★ ★
Guest House

r5; A5; Open 1–12; B&B pp: 
£33.75–£55; 2 night B&B pp: 
£70–£78; Weekly: B&B pp £237–£272 
C Z ( % k ] ß * 
I  

Einion House B&B 7E

Golwg-y-Mor

Plas Edwards, Tywyn, 
Gwynedd LL36 0DA  
T: 01844 343418  M: 0787 9867 463
keith.sweetman@tesco.net  
www.beachsidehouse.co.uk  
Mr Keith Sweetman
Beach-side house. Direct access to 
sandy beach. Unobstructed views of 
Cardigan Bay. Dolphins seen from house. 
Quiet, comfortable two bedroom house. 
Central heating so ideal for winter walking. 
Short breaks available.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–4; 
Weekly: per unit £230–£650; 
Short Break: per unit: £190–£450
} Z ( ] ß * I y Ç I 

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

8D
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Talybont, Barmouth LL43 2AD
T: 01341 242626
holidays@rowenpark.com
www.rowenpark.com/pandy
Mr & Mrs J.L.Williams

A former fulling mill, Pandy has been completely 
renovated and refurbished to a very high standard. 
Finished and furnished throughout in oak. 
Four bedrooms, all en-suite, lounge containing 
woodburner, fully fitted kitchen, double oven, 
double fridge, dishwasher etc. Central heated 
throughout. Washing machine, tumble dryer 
and freezer in utility room.

Open 3–11; Sleeps 2–7; Weekly: per unit £685–£1235 

} ( A % k ] ß 9*  h - y Ç I

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Pandy 6E

Arthog, Dolgellau LL39 1YP 
T: 01341 250482
hello@graigwen.co.uk
www.graigwen.co.uk
Sarah and John

Converted Victorian slate cutting mill in 
exceptional location overlooking Mawddach 
Estuary in Snowdonia National Park. Direct 
access to waterside cycle/footpath linking seaside 
Barmouth and Dolgellau. Walks to pubs, waterfalls 
and mountains from door. Four spacious 2 
bedroom houses plus yurts. Sandy beaches, family 
attractions, shops within 5 minutes drive.

Open 1–12 (except November); Sleeps 2–6; Weekly: per unit £150–£798; 
Short Break: 2 nights per unit: £150–£295
} C C Z ( k ] ß 9  h -

Self-Catering

Graig Wen 7E

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

Hendy Farm, Tywyn LL36 9RU
T: 01654 710457  F: 01654 710457
jones@farmline.com
www.hendyfarmholidays.co.uk
Anne Lloyd-Jones

Relax on working farm peacefully situated 
between sea and mountains. Own halt for 
Talyllyn Railway. Enjoy one of our 5 star 
cottages which are available all year or B&B 
in the main house from Easter to October. 
Half a mile from Tywyn.

r3; A2; Open 4-10; B&B pp £35–£45; Short Break: 2 night B&B pp: £70–£90; 
Weekly B&B pp £245–£280 Self Catering: Open 1-12; Sleeps 2–6; Weekly per unit 
£210–£775; Short Break: 3 night per unit: £130–£375
F  } C Œ Z ( k ]  ß * j I  h - y I _

★ ★ ★ 
Farmhouse

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Hendy Farm Holidays 8D

Rhoslefain, Tywyn, LL39 9ND
T: 01654 711234
info@caedufarmholidays.co.uk
www.caedufarmholidays.co.uk
Mrs Gaynor Davies

Enjoy a peaceful holiday on a working farm with 
panoramic views of Cardigan Bay and surrounding 
Dysynni Valley. Two luxury newly renovated 
properties, Ffermdy’r Waun – sleeping 10, 
Ysgubor – sleeping 6. Both have retained original 
features, underfloor heating, patio and barbecue 
area, utility room and bike storage. 

A perfect Welsh retreat!

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–10; Weekly: £525–£1450; Short Break: 3 nights: £340–£838
F } Z ( A ] * j  h - y Ç I 

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Cae Du Farm Holidays 8D

Llanaber, Barmouth LL42 1RR
T: 01341 280999 
F: 01341 280740
enquiries@trawsdir.co.uk
www.trawsdir.co.uk 
www.barmouthholidays.co.uk
Matthew Harris & Rhian Williams

5 star family park on the Mid Wales coast 2 ½ 
miles north of Barmouth, with magnificent views 
over Cardigan Bay and just a short walk from 
miles of beautiful sandy beach. Family Pub nearby. 
Fully serviced pitches. Wi-Fi available. Family pods 
with TV. Seasonal pitches available. Special offers 
throughout year. Open Christmas period. 

Open 3–1; Pitches: Touring 70, Tents 30; Family Pods 8; 
Touring Daily £12– £30; Touring Weekly £84–£210.

} C Z ( k ß 9   h - y 5 Ç ( =

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Touring & Camping Park

Trawsdir Touring Caravans and Camping Park 7E

Llanaber Road, Barmouth LL42 1YR  
T: 01341 280262   F: 01341 280586 
info@hendremynach.co.uk 
www.hendremynach.co.uk
Premier Park 100metres from sandy beach, 
25mins walk to Barmouth centre. Modern 
amenities, on-site shop and off-licence. 
Level sites, hard standings and grass pitches. 
Disabled room. Excellent base for walking, 
cycling. Public transport nearby. Special 
offers available spring and autumn.

Hendre Mynach Touring 
& Camping Park

7E

Open 3–1; Statics:3; Statics for hire:2; Pitches: 
Touring 60, Tents 180; Static Weekly: £330–
£735; Touring Daily £10–£39. } C C Z% 

k  ß 9  - y 5 Ç I (=  

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Touring & 
Camping Park

Gwerniago Camping Site
Gwerniago, Pennal, 
Machynlleth SY20 9JX  
T: 01654 791227 
contact@gwerniago.co.uk
www.gwerniago.co.uk  
Mair Jones
Ideal base for the coast, mountains, 
Snowdonia and Mid Wales. Near RSPB Ynyshir 
and Dovey Osprey Project. Fantastic views, 
interesting wildlife. Free modern facilities. 
Parking by tent. Campfires permitted.

Open 3–10; Statics:1; Statics for hire:1; 
Pitches: Touring 12, Tents 20; Static Daily: 
£50–£60; Touring Daily £15–£19; Static Weekly: 
£300–£360; Touring Weekly £105–£133

} C k ß j I  5 Ç I ( = 

★ ★ ★
Touring & Camping Park

8E

66 Cardigan Bay

•  booking accommodation in advance or whilst here

•  providing details of places to visit, things to see and do

• places to eat

• National Express tickets

•  information and tickets for local and national events

Barmouth/Abermaw 01341 280787 
Caernarfon 01286 672232
Porthmadog 01766 512981

See back cover for full contact details.

Make the most of your stay by using 
our Tourist Information Centre network. 
Staff will be delighted to assist you with:

Barmouth



Dinas, Llanbedr LL45 2PH 
T: 01341 241585  
einirpritchard@yahoo.co.uk
www.hideaway-in-the-hills.com  
Einir Pritchard

Small, quiet park ideal for family, beach or activity 
holiday. Children love the tree swings and canoeing 
on our lake. Self catering caravans, camping with 
campfires, glamping bell tents or pod. Located 
between Harlech and Barmouth, three miles 
from castle and beaches. Must do’s: Snowdon, 
Bounce Below and Zip World.

Open 1–12; Statics: 8; Statics for hire: 4; Pitches: Tents 35; 
Touring Daily £16–£22; Static Daily: £50–£95; Static Weekly: £278–£542; 
Short Breaks: 2 people for 2 nights from £100 

} Z ( k ]  I  

Dinas Caravan Park Camping and Glamping 6D

★ ★ ★
Holiday & Camping Park

The Lodge, Tywyn LL36 9RY 
T: 01654 710684
rita@ynysy.co.uk
www.ynysy.co.uk
Mrs Rita Blunden

This Tywyn Town Council owned site is ideally 
located for tents, tourers, and static caravans. 
A relaxing atmosphere throughout, even in busy 
months. The community environment is refreshing. 
Ideal base for walkers, cyclists, fishing and sea 
sports. The site is fully equipped. Green Flag Award 
2011/12, 2012/13, 2013/14, 2014/15, 2015/16.

Open 1–10; Statics:115; Pitches: Touring 20, Tents 60; Touring Daily £13–£26;
Touring Weekly: £78–£156; Short Breaks: Midweek break 3 nights for price of 2 
(out of season & not on Bank Holidays).

} C Z ß 9   y 5 Ç = _ i

Ynysymaengwyn Caravan Park 8E

Talybont, Barmouth LL43 2AD
T: 01341 242626
holidays@rowenpark.com
www.rowenpark.com
John or Olwen Williams

A small, quiet family park situated in a tree-lined 
meadow beside a small mountain stream. Path to 
the beach, and a short stroll to Talybont village. 
Excellent, very well equipped 2 and 3 bedroomed 
caravans and lodges containing all the usual 
modern facilities. Shop and launderette on site. 
Free brochure.

Open 4–11; Statics: 35; Statics for hire: 19
Static Weekly: £255–£780; Short Breaks: £125–£388
F } Z ( A % k ] ß 9   h - y Ç

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Holiday Park

Rowen Caravan Park 6E
Tynllwyn Caravan Park, Bryncrug, Tywyn, 
Gwynedd LL36 9RD
T: 01654 710370
ppspsmc@aol.com
www.tynllwyncaravanpark.co.uk
Pam McEvoy

Tynllwyn is a small friendly family site offering a 
warm welcome. A paradise for walking, cycling, 
bird watching or just relaxing. Talyllyn Narrow 
Gauge Railway winding gently past the site, 
Rhydyronen station 50 yards away. Good clean 
facilities, play area, shop, laundry. Fleet of luxury 
static caravans for hire. 

Open 3-10; Statics: 56; Statics for hire:6; Pitches: Touring 18, Tents 50;
Static Weekly: £330–£490; Touring Daily £15–£24; Short breaks are availiable 
in all our accomodation  C Z ( 9   h - y 5 Ç I = 

Tynllwyn Caravan & Camping Park 8E

★ ★ ★ ★
Holiday, Touring & Camping Park
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Minffordd, Penrhyndeudraeth, 
Nr Porthmadog LL48 6EF
T/F: 01766 771542
wenyddbandb@btinternet.com
Jean & Colin Rockingham

Enjoy warm, friendly, award-winning hospitality 
in a modern house in attractive gardens close to 
Portmeirion and Ffestiniog Railway. Quiet location 
with mountain and estuary views. Comfortable, 
well-appointed, fully ensuite bedrooms. Secure 
private parking. Free Wi-Fi. Famous for superb, 
extensive menu breakfasts. Ring for more details 
and special offers.

r2; A2; Open 1–12; B&B pp £29–£33.50; 
Weekly: B&B pp £180–£200
} Z ( %]ú ß *I 

★ ★ ★ ★
Bed & Breakfast

Wenydd House 5D

r28; A28; Open 1–12; B&B pp £47–£54; Short Break: 2 night B&B: £47–£54; 
2 night D B&B: £220–£325; Weekly B&B: £315–£370 D B&B: £575 F } C C 

Œ Z ( A % s k K ] ú ß Z *ß I  h - _ v 

★ ★ ★
Hotel

Royal Sportsman Hotel 5D

Hotel

131 High Street, Porthmadog LL49 9HB 
T: 01766 512015  F: 01766 512490
enquiries@royalsportsman.co.uk 
www.royalsportsman.co.uk
Porthmadog’s Premier Hotel. One of top three AA 
3star hotels in North Wales. 4 star quality rating. 2 AA 
Rosette food served in elegant 60-seater Restaurant and 
traditional, dog-friendly gastro Bar. TripAdvisor Awards 
for Excellence 2011-2015. In AA’s Britain’s Best Hotel 
Guide. Centrally located for all major visitor attractions, 
and independently managed with family atmosphere. 
Babies and children of all ages welcome as are pets in 
designated rooms. 28 rooms all en-suite and refurbished 
in 2013, luxury toiletries, extensive hospitality tray, 
hairdryer, flat screen TV, free Wi-Fi and parking. 

Caernarfon Road, Criccieth LL52 0AP 
T: 01766 522257  info@bronrhiwhotel.co.uk  
www.bronrhiwhotel.co.uk
Claire Woodhouse & Siân Williams

Beautiful Victorian guesthouse with en-suite rooms. 
Outstanding breakfasts made with the finest 
produce. Only minutes away from Criccieth Castle, 
beaches and excellent restaurants. We are the 
ideal place to base yourself for the Llyn Peninsula 
and Snowdonia. Non-smoking, no pets, no children 
under 10. Free Wi-Fi. AA 4 Gold Star Award.

r9; A9; Open 4–10; B&B pp £39–£40.50; 
Weekly: B&B pp £273
} C Z ( % k ] ú ß I 

Bron Rhiw Guest House 5D

★ ★ ★ ★
Guest Accommodation

Garndolbenmaen, Porthmadog LL51 9PJ  
T: 01766 530239
enquiries@cefnuchaf.co.uk  
www.cefnuchaf.com 
Malcolm & Kath Severn

A warm welcome awaits you at our family run 
guesthouse. Enjoy the quiet location and relaxed 
friendly atmosphere. Set in open countryside and 
ideally situated for exploring Snowdonia and the 
Llŷn Peninsula. Comfortable en-suite rooms and 
guest lounge. Delicious breakfasts and home 
cooked evening meals using local produce.

r8; A7; Open 1–12; B&B pp £35–£38; 2 night D B&B pp £106–£120
} Z ( % k ] ú  * I  h -

Cefn Uchaf Guesthouse 5D

★ ★ ★
Guest House

Penrhyndeudraeth, Gwynedd LL48 6PW 
T/F: 01766 770321  
i.hartill@btinternet.com
www.wenalltguesthouse.co.uk
Sarah & Ian Hartill

Welcoming B&B near Portmeirion and Ffestiniog 
steam railway (Penrhyn station short walk). 
Spacious double, twin and single rooms are all 
en-suite with comfortable seating, TVs, tea/coffee, 
period features. Extensive menu of delicious 
traditional and vegetarian breakfasts. Views over 
Penrhyndeudraeth, estuary and mountains. 
Ideal touring base. 2015 TripAdvisor Service 
Excellence Award.

r4; A4; Open 1–12; B&B pp £30–£37; 
Short Break: 2 night B&B pp: £66;   Weekly: B&B pp £210
} Z ( % ] ú ß *  I 

★ ★ ★ ★
Guest House

Wenallt Guest House 5E

Snowdonia National Park Centre, 
Maentwrog, Blaenau Ffestiniog LL41 3YU
T: 01766 772600
plas@eryri-npa.gov.uk
www.plastanybwlch.com
Stay in the magnificent Snowdonia 
National Park Centre, in an 18 century 
mansion located in 100 acres of gardens, 
woodland and lakes with spectacular 
views over the Victorian gardens and 
valley beyond.

r31; A24; Open 1–12; B&B pp 
£35–£45. Short Break: 2 nights 
D B&B pp: £106–£126 Open: 1–12. 
F } C Z k ] G ú 
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★ ★ ★
Guest Accommodation

Plas Tan y Bwlch 5E

Fron Oleu Farm, Trawsfynydd LL41 4UN 
T: 01766 540397
stay@oldmillfarmhouse.co.uk
www.oldmillfarmhouse.co.uk

Seven comfortable, en-suite rooms in converted 
farm buildings, each with its own front door. Late 
arrivals no problem, pets welcome. Excellent 
garden railway in beautiful garden over-looking 
lake and mountains. Friendly llamas, free-range 
chickens. Near Coed-y-Brenin and Ffestiniog 
biking and adventure centres. Great for outdoor 
enthusiasts, steam railways and tourists.

r7; A7; Open 1–12; B&B pp £32–£42; Weekly: B&B pp £214–£270

F } C ( % k ] ß * I  h _

★ ★ ★
Farmhouse

Old Mill Farmhouse 5E
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5D

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Guest House

Porthmadog Road, Criccieth, Gwynedd LL52 0HP    Mrs Dorothy Pryce    david.pryce@btinternet.com

OPEN 4 –10;  Daily: B&B £40pp, DB&B: £52pp;  Weekly: DB&B £310pp r5; A5; } C ( A % ] ß Z * 

01766 522396
www.henfaescriccieth.co.uk

Beach Bank, Criccieth LL52 0HW 
T: 01766 522547  F: 01248 800100
info@caerwylan.com  www.caerwylan.com
The Caerwylan Hotel is situated right on 
the east shore and probably enjoys some 
of the best coastal views in North Wales. 
We are the ideal base to explore 
Snowdonia and the Llyn Peninsular. 
There is a fantastic choice of sandy 
beaches and attractions from National 
Trust properties to one of the longest 
zip wires in Europe in this beautiful 
and relaxing corner of Wales. 
For walkers The Caerwylan is situated 
on the Wales Coast Path.
From the exterior we might look like a 
traditional seaside hotel but the inside is 
fresh, modern, relaxing and comfortable. 
Unwind in one of our contemporary 
en-suite bedrooms, all of our bathrooms 

have strong power showers and 
ladies the electrical sockets are 
in the perfect places!
Our sea facing Executive Bedrooms offer 
space and luxury, making them perfect 
for that special occasion. 
After a day of exploring chill out in our 
sea facing bar and lounge where we 
serve freshly prepared food and a range 
of local beers plus the traditional lagers, 
spirits and a varied selection of wines. 
Treat yourself to a break at the Caerwylan 
in 2016. See www.caerwylan.com for 
more information and on-line booking.
Visit Wales Gold Award 2014 & 2015. 
TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence 
Award 2012, 2013, 2014 & 2015

Caerwylan Hotel 5D

★ ★ ★
Hotel

r24; A24; Open 2–12; B&B pp £49.50–£74.50; 
Short Break: 2 night B&B pp: £99–£149; 
Weekly: B&B pp £329–£495
} C Œ Z ( % s k  ] G ú  ß Z * I   
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Pump Cottage

8 Glyn Terrace, Borth-y-Gest, 
Porthmadog LL49 9UD  
T: 01619 284961 M: 07748 446058 
Contact: Anne Keating, Borthwen, 
14 Sunny Bank Road, Bowdon, 
Cheshire WA14 3PW
noel.keating@hotmail.co.uk 
Good centre for Snowdonia. Ideal for 
walking and sailing. Near harbour and 
beach. Full central heating, microwave 
and patio. Well equipped. Open fire.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 4; Weekly: from 
£260–£520; Short Breaks: 4 nights 
min: £55–£65 per night

} C Z ( ß * I Z Ç (

★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

5D 7 Mersey Street

Borth-y-Gest, Nr Porthmadog LL49 9UB 
T: 01952 462177   M: 07971 955614
kind286@btinternet.com  
www.cottage-borth-y-gest.com
Contact: Patricia Kind 
Holly Cottage, Church Lane, 
Sheriffhales, Shropshire TF11 8RD
Cosy Cottage, near harbour, beach and 
restaurants. Ideal for walking, sailing and 
golfing. Central for touring Snowdonia. 
Full central heating, all modern amenities. 
Regret no pets. 

Open 1–12; Sleeps 4; 
Weekly: from £220–£500; 
Short Breaks: 3 nights min, £60 per night.
} Z ( ß  * I y Ç J (

★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

5D

Gaerwen, Ynys, Criccieth LL52 0NU 
T: 01766 810324  
gaerwen@btopenworld.com 
www.gaerwenfarmcottages.co.uk
Mrs Mary Williams

A warm welcome awaits you at our traditional 
Welsh farmhouse or modernised cottage. Clean, 
well equipped and comfortably furnished providing 
a homely atmosphere. Centrally located to explore 
beaches, mountains and lakes, or relax in the 
garden enjoying stunning views of Snowdonia, 
unwinding in the tranquillity of rural life. 
Brochure available.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 1–13; Weekly: per unit £150–£480; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £120–£180
} C Z ( A % K  * j ß I  h - Z y Ç I

★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Fferm Gaerwen Farm 5D
2 London Road, 
Garndolbenmaen LL51 9NZ
T: 01766 522257
info@lavendercottagesnowdonia.co.uk
www.lavendercottagesnowdonia.co.uk
Claire Woodhouse & Siân Williams 

A superior five star non-smoking cottage. 
It is the perfect place to stay in total comfort. Bed 
linen, towels and electricity included. Inglenook 
fireplace with wood burner. Sit in the beautiful 
garden with a glass of wine and watch the superb 
sunsets. No pets or children under ten. 
AA 5 star accommodation.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 3; Weekly: per unit £390–£465; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £210
Z ] ß * I y I

★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Lavender Cottage 5D

R H O S
Country~               ~Cottages

C R I C C I E T H

Delightful hideaway cottages in a good location 
for exploring Snowdonia and the Lleyn Peninsula.

www.rhos-cottages.co.uk 
cottages@rhos.freeserve.co.uk

0776 986 4642  or  01758 720047

Sleep 1-7 (+ cot) 
Weekly from £320-£1200 

Winter Breaks  from £70 nightly

70 Cricieth, Porthmadog and the Vale of Ffestiniog
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Borth-y-Gest, Porthmadog LL49 9TR
Enquiries: Mrs E Everitt 
5 Lower End, Swaffham Prior,
Cambridge CB25 0HT
T: 01638 742974  

This pretty terrace cottage overlooks Borth-y-Gest’s 
quiet harbour, and enjoys wonderful open mountain 
views across the tidal estuary. The rooms are light 
and pleasantly furnished and there is a sunny 
garden. Ideal for sandy beaches, sailing and local 
walking as well as exploring Snowdonia and Llŷn. 
Café in village. 

Open 3–10; Sleeps 2–6; Weekly: per unit £280–£550
C ( ß  * Ç

The Bobbing Boats 5D

★ ★
Self-Catering

Ty Newydd Holiday Flats

30 Dublin Street, Tremadog, 
Porthmadog LL49 9RH 
T: 01766 512553   
johnjulieo@aol.com  
www.tynewydd-accommodation.co.uk 
John and Julie Otty
Two flats in the village of Tremadog, 
one mile from Porthmadog. A good base 
for exploring the area by car or bus. 
The village has two good pubs for food.

Open 4–9; Sleeps 4; 
Weekly: per unit £280–£320
F } ( ß  Z I

★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

5D Dwyfach Cottages

Pen-Y-Bryn, Chwilog, Pwllheli LL53 6SX 
T: 01766 810208 
info@dwyfach.co.uk  
www.dwyfach.co.uk 
Mrs S. Edwards
A cottage on the farm, a beautiful 
house near the beach in Criccieth, 
or a fantastically refurbished farmhouse: 
the choice is yours. Near attractions, 
coastal path, and walks. At a price 
to suit everyone.

Open 1–12; Sleeps 2–6; Weekly: per 
unit £195–£950; Short Break: 3 
nights per unit: £90–£350 
F } C Œ Z ( A ]
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★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

5D

Llwyn-Bugeilydd, Criccieth, LL52 0PN  
T: 01766 522235   M: 07752 784358
rroberts1948@icloud.com 

A quiet, rural, level site, convenient for 
touring Snowdonia and coastal areas. 
Snowdon view from site and Cardigan Bay. 
It is set amid stunning scenery and has 
well-tended grass pitches enhanced by 
shrubs and seasonal flowers. The smartly 
presented amenities block is kept spotlessly 
clean. Playground facilities. Separate dog 
exercise field next to site. Wide entrance, 
with Tarmac drive. 16 amps. Pubs, shop, 
restaurant and cafe 1 mile. 

Llwyn-Bugeilydd Caravan and Camping Site 5D

Open 3–10; Pitches: Touring 30, Tents 20; daily £14–£25; weekly £98–£175. 
Book 7 nights pay for 6 nights. These terms include electric hook-up, hot water and showers.
} C Œ Z ß j I y 5 Ç =

★ ★ ★ ★
Touring & Camping Park

Chwilog, Pwllheli LL53 6NQ 
T: 01766 810236
mur@talk21.com
www.mur-clwt-lloer-farm.co.uk
Mrs Siân T. Hughes

Get away from it all at our working dairy farm. 
The recently refurbished farmhouse wing is clean, 
comfortable and well equipped. It's centrally 
located for touring beaches in Llŷn Peninsula or 
the mountains in Snowdonia. Affording panoramic 
views of Cardigan Bay and Snowdonia. Walled 
garden has provision for outdoor entertainment. 

Open 1–12; Sleeps 1–5; Weekly: per unit £225–£550; 
Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £120–£180
} C Œ Z ( % K ß * j I h - y Ç I   

★ ★ ★ ★
Self-Catering

Mur Clwt Lloer 5C
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The Valleys – Heart and Soul of Wales

1 The Isle of Anglesey
2/2A Llandudno, Colwyn Bay, Rhyl & Prestatyn
3 The North Wales Borderlands
4 Snowdonia Mountains & Coast/Eryri Mynyddoedd  a Môr
5 Mid Wales & the Brecon Beacons
6 Ceredigion – Cardigan Bay
7 Pembrokeshire
8 Carmarthenshire – Carmarthen Bay
9 Swansea Bay – Mumbles, Gower, Afan andthe Vale of Neath
10 The Valleys – Heart and Soul of Wales
11 Cardiff, capital of Wales
12 The Most Southerly Point In Wales – The Glamorgan Heritage Coast and Countryside
13 Wye Valley & Vale of Usk

 www.ymweldageryri.info | www.visitsnowdonia.info

Take your Pick...

TAKE YOUR PICK... INTRODUCING WALES’S HOLIDAY AREAS

Snowdonia Mountains and Coast is one of 
the Holiday Areas within Wales. Each area 
has its own distinct character.
The Isle of Anglesey
Anglesey offers unparalleled beauty, amazing adventures, 
serious solitude and a warm welcome. Easily accessible, 
this unique island, with its coastline, varied beaches and 
historical towns is a superb base for all the family. Those 
that have visited need not be told. They just return…
T. +44 (0) 1248 713177
e. tourism@anglesey.gov.uk
www.visitanglesey.co.uk
www.facebook.com/visitanglesey

Llandudno and Colwyn Bay
Vibrant Llandudno, the Victorian seaside gem with 
a history that goes back to the Bronze Age. World 
Heritage Conwy with its rich maritime past. Waterfront 
adventure in Colwyn Bay. Year-round breaks, filled with 
family fun, good food, great walking, world-class theatre 
and a full calendar of exciting events. All within easy 
reach of Snowdonia.
T. +44 (0)1492 577577
e. llandudnotic@conwy.gov.uk
www.visitllandudno.org.uk
www.facebook.com/VisitingLlandudno
www.twitter.com/visit_llandudno

North-East Wales
Less than 20 minutes from Chester, we’re just a short 
journey from the North West and the West Midlands. 
From the bustling shops and cultural events of Wrexham 
to the culinary delights of the Mold Food and Drink 
Festival to the world-famous Llangollen International 
Eisteddfod. The area includes Rhyl, one of the best 
recognised British seaside resorts, and the Clwydian 
Range and Dee Valley, an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty. We even have an 11-mile-long World Heritage 
Site – the Pontcysyllte Aqueduct and Canal – and you 
can also walk the ancient Offa’s Dyke path running 
through Chirk out to the coast at Prestatyn.
T. +44 (0)1978 292015
e. tourism@wrexham.gov.uk
T. +44 (0)1745 355068
e. rhyltic@denbighshire.gov.uk
www.northeastwales.co.uk

Mid Wales My Way
Featuring the Brecon Beacons National Park, Dyfi 
Biosphere, Cambrian Mountains, Lake Vrynwy and the 
Berwyns and Offa’s Country. Magnificent walks – two 
national trails, waterfalls and many other breathtaking 
walks besides. Muddy Wheels – cycling on- and off-road. 
A great track record – four years with the Tour of 
Britain, home to Dyfi Enduro and Beacons Beast. Family 
traffic-free routes to extreme mountain biking await. 
Year-round events – from Hay Literary to Machynlleth 
Comedy, from Green Man to the Royal Welsh and 
Winter Shows, celebrating our agricultural heritage. Stay 
in magnificent mansions or wacky wigwams. All topped 
off with mouth-watering cuisine, local whiskies and 
marvellous wines. That’s Mid Wales My Way!
T. +44 (0)1874 622485
e. tourism@powys.gov.uk
www.midwalesmyway.com

Ceredigion – Cardigan Bay  
and the Cambrian Mountains
Start your Welsh adventure in Ceredigion. Delve into 
the history of Wales and experience our language 
and culture. Discover the expansive landscapes of 
the gripping TV thriller Hinterland/Y Gwyll. Tackle 
Ceredigion’s coast path from challenging hill fort 
climbs to gentle promenade strolls at Aberystwyth. 
Take a dolphin spotting boat trip, catch a wave (and 
maybe a mackerel) or simply enjoy some family fun 
at award-winning beaches.
T. +44 (0)1970 612125
e. brochure@ceredigion.gov.uk
www.discoverceredigion.co.uk
www.facebook.com/discoverceredigion
twitter: @visitceredigion

Pembrokeshire – Britain’s Only  
Coastal National Park
Rated by National Geographic magazine experts 
as the second-best coastline in the World. With 186 
miles (299km) of magnificent and varied coastline and 
over 50 beaches, there’s plenty of space for everyone. 
Choose between lively Tenby and Saundersfoot 
or peaceful St David’s and Newport. Perfect for 
outdoor activities or just relaxing. To find out 
more about Pembrokeshire:
www.visitpembrokeshire.com

Carmarthenshire – Carmarthen Bay
Carmarthenshire stretches from Carmarthen Bay 
in the south to the western Beacons and the 
Cambrian Mountains in the north. Wondrous gardens, 
awe-inspiring castles, Wales’s longest beach and market 
towns brimming with local produce and chic shopping.
T. +44 (0)1267 231557
e. marketing@carmarthenshire.gov.uk
www.discovercarmarthenshire.com

Swansea Bay – Swansea, Mumbles and Gower
Discover Dylan Thomas in Wales’s Waterfront City, 
birthplace of our poetic hero and playwright. Spend 
some time in the UK’s first Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty, the Gower Peninsula (still stunning at 
60!). Unwind on award-winning beaches and explore 
unspoilt countryside. Bring your board, bike and boots 
and enjoy a Swansea Bay Adventure in 2016!
T. +44 (0)1792 468321
e. tourism@swansea.gov.uk
www.visitswanseabay.com

For FREE copies of any THREE brochures please tick the appropriate boxes and send to:  
Visit Wales, Dept W04, PO Box 127, Bargoed CF82 9BN

 Llandudno & Colwyn Bay   

  Ceredigion – Cardigan Bay  

& the Cambrian Mountains 

  Pembrokeshire – Britain’s Only  

Coastal National Park

  Carmarthenshire – Carmarthen Bay

  The Valleys – Heart & Soul of Wales 

  Cardiff – Capital of Wales

  The Glamorgan Heritage Coast & 

Countryside

  Wye Valley & Vale of Usk

  Wales Golf  

Name (please print): 

Address (please print): 

Post Code:

The Valleys – Heart and Soul of Wales
World-class mountain biking and other activities on, over 
and under landscapes that are never short on drama. Proud 
communities bursting to tell you their stories about Wales’s 
largest castle, a World Heritage Site, craft beers and ciders 
and an intriguing cast of heroes from the mythological 
past to the contemporary music scene. You haven’t visited 
Wales until you’ve been to the Valleys – the Heart and Soul 
of Wales.
T. +44 (0)29 2088 0011
e. contactus@thevalleys.co.uk
www.thevalleys.co.uk

Cardiff, Capital of Wales
The capital of Wales has unique attractions, top-class 
entertainment, a wide range of accommodation to suit 
all needs and quality shopping with a difference. Cardiff 
Castle, the Principality Stadium, National Museum Cardiff, 
the Wales Millennium Centre and famous Doctor Who 
Experience combined with Cardiff Bay offer indoor and 
outdoor entertainment for everyone all year round.
T. +44 (0)29 2087 3573
e. visitor@cardiff.gov.uk
www.visitcardiff.com

The Glamorgan Heritage Coast and Countryside
The dramatic Heritage Coast and popular resorts of 
Barry Island and Porthcawl are fringed by lovely Vale and 
Bridgend countryside and green hills. Discover the special 
character of an area steeped in history – and it’s close to 
Cardiff, Wales’s cosmopolitan capital.
T. +44 (0)1446 704867 
T. +44 (0)1656 815332
e. tourism@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk
e. tourism@bridgend.gov.uk
www.visitthevale.com
www.bridgendbites.com

Wye Valley and Vale of Usk
Fantastic scenery and high-quality food and drink from 
the Brecon Beacons National Park to the Wye Valley Area 
of Outstanding Natural Beauty. Explore castles, Roman 
towns and beautiful gardens; then take in award-winning 
vineyards, bustling market towns and great local pubs. With 
the renowned Newport and Abergavenny Food Festivals, 
celebrated restaurants and artisan producers, discover why 
we’re the Food Capital of Wales.
T. +44 (0)1291 623772
e. tourism@monmouthshire.gov.uk
www.visitmonmouthshire.com

Wales Golf
The secret’s out! More and more players are discovering  
and thoroughly enjoying ‘Golf as it should be’ in Wales.
www.golfasitshouldbe.com
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and Coast

Access couldn’t be easier. Snowdonia 
Mountains and Coast is only a few hours away 
from most of the UK’s main population centres, 
with excellent road, rail and coach links. Airport 
delays, red-eyed flight times and those pile-
’em-in packages have well and truly taken the 
shine off international travel. There are no 
such worries here – we’re so close you’ll arrive 
before you know it.

By train
Direct services (including Virgin Trains from 
London to Bangor) take you to the popular 
North Wales coastal destinations from most 
parts of Britain, with inland connections via the 
Conwy Valley Line (www.conwy.gov.uk/cvr) 
which runs through the Snowdonia National 
Park to Betws-y-Coed and Blaenau Ffestiniog. 
Services from the Midlands through 
Shrewsbury and Machynlleth link up 
with the Cambrian Coast Railway. 
T. 08457 484950
www.thecambrianline.co.uk 

Train tickets are available from Barmouth 
Tourist Information Centre. Other useful 
websites include:

www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk 
www.nationalrail.co.uk
www.thetrainline.com
www.traveline.cymru 
www.virgintrains.co.uk 

By coach
National Express services run to Llandudno, 
Bangor, Caernarfon and Pwllheli from 
London and Manchester. Express Motors 
and Lloyd’s Coaches operate the service 
from Mid Wales to Dolgellau, Porthmadog, 
Caernarfon and Bangor as part of the 
TrawsCymru network. 

By car
There’s quick, straightforward access from the 
North West along the M56 and A55. Motorway 
links with the Midlands are good too, and the 
same roads – the M6, M5 and M1 – also bring 
North Wales within easy reach of the South of 
England. For a scenic option from the Midlands, 
take the A5 through the heart of Snowdonia.

By bike
It’s easy to use pedal power to come to 
beautiful, bike-friendly Snowdonia Mountains 
and Coast by following the National Cycle 
Network. Quiet, traffic-calmed and traffic-free 
routes give good access from the surrounding 
area and further afield.
www.nationalcyclenetwork.org.uk

By sea
Irish Ferries and Stena Line operate regular 
and high-speed services to Holyhead from 
Dublin and Dun Laoghaire. For southern 
Snowdonia, ferry services into Fishguard 
and Pembroke Dock are a handy alternative.

Irish Ferries 
T. 08717 300400
www.irishferries.com

Stena Line 
T. 08447 707070
www.stenaline.co.uk

By air
Transfers from the international gateways of 
Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham 
take less than two hours. 

Anglesey Airport 
T. 01407 878056
www.linksair.co.uk

Birmingham Airport  
T. 0871 2220072 
www.birminghamairport.co.uk

Caernarfon Airport  
T. 01286 830800
www.caernarfonairport.com

Liverpool John Lennon Airport  
T. 0871 5218484
www.liverpoolairport.com  

Manchester Airport  
T. 08712 710711 
www.manchesterairport.co.uk

Local services
The Snowdon Sherpa is the 
super-convenient bus service for Snowdonia 
and its attractions. Whether you are walking 
or sightseeing, take the green option, leave 
your car behind, sit back, relax and enjoy 
the scenery.
www.gwynedd.gov.uk
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Symbols key
    Car parking facilities

ÿ  Ground floor bedroom

C  Liquor/table licence, licensed club/bar

  Pets accepted by arrangement

Œ  May be booked through Travel Agent

V  Weekend/Midweek/Short breaks available

t  TV in bedroom/unit

¨  En-suite

±  Tea/coffee

s  Telephone in room/unit

Ò  Credit cards accepted

-  Cot available

h   Highchair available

K  Baby sitting/listening service

]   Totally non smoking establishment

  Areas provided for smokers

ú  Special diets catered for

«  Lift

  Welsh spoken

ß  Public transport nearby

Z  Café/restaurant on site

Í  Foodshop/mobile foodshop on site

p  Swimming pool on site

—  Garden

j  Working farm

ß  Coach parties welcome

  WiFi access

I   Accommodation bookable through 
Tourist Information Centre

‡  Charge for fuel/gas

`  Washing machine on site

é  Electric points for touring caravans

Ç  Showers

s  Bed linen available

t  Bed linen available for hire

”  Gas available

=  Chemical toilet

This map splits Snowdonia into six colour-coded areas, corresponding 
with the way we have divided the list of advertisers:

v

i

_ Access improved for mobility impaired people

 Access improved for visually impaired people

 Access improved for hearing impaired people
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The Snowdonia Green Key initiative helps 
people enjoy the National Park in a sustainable 
way. Green Key is making it easier to see 
Snowdonia without a car by promoting the 
sensible management of car parking, with 
convenient interchanges with public transport 
at places like Betws-y-Coed, Llanberis, Nant 
Peris and Capel Curig.
www.snowdoniagreenkey.co.uk

The Explore Wales Pass is just what it says 
– one ticket that gives you unlimited access to 
all of Wales’s mainline train services and 
almost every bus service. 
T. 03333 211201
www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk/ExploreWalesPass

North Wales Rover tickets allow travel for 
one day on buses and trains. For details of 
zones and prices:
T. 03333 211201
www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk/ExploreWales/
NorthWalesRover

Travel details
The public transport information  
service for Wales…
For bus timetable information, please call 0300 200 22 33
*0871 calls cost 12p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.

For more information go to:
www.traveline.cymru
T. 0300 2002233
www.gwynedd.gov.uk/publictransport

Travel Information
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Whilst every effort has been made to ensure accuracy in this 
publication, the publishers can accept no liability whatsoever 
for any errors, inaccuracies or omissions, or for any matter in 
any way connected with or arising out of the publication of the 
information. Please check all prices and facilities before making 
your booking.

When you’ve finished 
with the guide please 
forward to a friend 
or place in a suitable 
recycling container.

Photographs: © Aerial-PhotoCo Ltd; © Alan Dop Photography; 
© Andy Milton; © Chris Davies; © Conwy County Borough 
Council; © Crown Copyright (2015) Cadw; © Crown Copyright 
(2016) Visit Wales; © Cyngor Gwynedd Council; © Darren 
Turner; © Dragon Raiders Ltd; © Elgan Jones; © Evan Dobson; 
© Gary Jones Wildlife Photography; © Gwynfor James 
SportpicturesCymru; © Go Below Underground Adventures Ltd; 
© John Ansell; © Keith O’Brien; © Kiran Ridley Photography; 
© Linda Pearson; © Malcolm Hanks Photography; © Matt Ward; 
© Panorama; © PM Photography; © Porth Tocyn; © Princes of 
Gwynedd Project; © Richard Parks; © Stephen Lomax; © Sue 
Mart; © Verity Redrup; © Visit Britain.

Published by: Tourism, Marketing and Customer Care Service, 
Economy and Community Department, Cyngor Gwynedd Council, 
County Offices, Caernarfon, Gwynedd LL55 1SH.

Copyright © 2016.

01286 679217, tourism@gwynedd.gov.uk

Cyngor Bwrdeistref Sirol Conwy County Borough Council.

Editorial written by Writerog Ltd (Roger Thomas Freelance Services).

Designed and produced by View Creative.

Printed by Ancient House Printing Group Ltd

Baner Las

Since 2016 is Wales’s ‘Year of 
Adventure’ (for more on this see 
the next few pages) we thought 
we’d kick off this guide with a few 
adventurous ideas. 
Walk to the top of Snowdon – or catch 
a train (just as thrilling). Go surfing off 
the Llŷn Peninsula or in the heart of 
the country at the world’s first inland 
surfing lagoon. Zoom down zip lines, 
ride world-class mountain bike trails 
and new cycling routes endorsed by 
local hero Sir Dave Brailsford. 

No wonder we’re the UK’s activity 
capital. But it goes deeper – or is 
that higher? – than that. Snowdon 
is just one of many peaks higher that 
3000ft/915m. The Snowdonia National 
Park gives a full-bodied taste of proper 
mountains, while the Llŷn Peninsula 
and Cambrian Coastline are filled with 
big beaches and tiny coves, dreamy 
estuaries and savage headlands. Then 
there all those layers of history and 
heritage, art and culture, to delve into.

So we embrace ‘adventure’ in the 
widest sense of the word. It might mean 
walking the battlements of medieval 
castles at Caernarfon, Conwy and 
Harlech that, in 2016, are celebrating 
30 years as UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites. Or watching ospreys and dolphins. 
Or taking the kids to a family fun park.

You can enjoy gentle adventures on 
sublime stretches of the Wales Coast 
Path. Or taste great food that’s fresh 
from the field or fishing boat.

Start making plans now – you’ll find 
all you need to know on the pages 
of this guide. 

We’re also, of course, on YouTube. Look 
out for the new videos we’ve produced 
on Aberdyfi, Dolgellau, Harlech, Tywyn 
and the Cambrian Coastline stretch 
of the Wales Coast Path – with many 
more to come.

You can also call or email our Tourist 
Information Centres. 

Roger Thomas Editor

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
AND KEEP IN TOUCH
Keep up to date with what’s happening 
and what’s new by joining us on our 
social networks. Don’t forget, it’s a two-
way process. Let us know what you think, 
and share your thoughts, images and 
videos with others. 

WWW.VISITSNOWDONIA.INFO
See back 
cover for 
contact 
details

‘ The Snowdonia National Park is 
layered with natural beauty of all 
kinds and at all levels, from rocky 
peaks down to a sandy coast.’

ACTION PLANNER

www.facebook.com/visitingsnowdonia  

www.twitter.com/visit_snowdonia

www.flickr.com/visit_snowdonia 

www.visitsnowdonia.wordpress.com

www.pinterest.com/visitsnowdonia 

www.youtube.com/VisitSnowdonia  

IN THE 
MOOD

To get you in the mood, here’s 
a snapshot of the contents of 

this guide.

Find out why ‘we’re very 
comfortable with the Year 
of Adventure idea.’02

06

08
‘We take a look at what’s happening 
in our hills and mountains.’
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Snowdonia 
Mountains 
and Coast

Access couldn’t be easier. Snowdonia 
Mountains and Coast is only a few hours away 
from most of the UK’s main population centres, 
with excellent road, rail and coach links. Airport 
delays, red-eyed flight times and those pile-
’em-in packages have well and truly taken the 
shine off international travel. There are no 
such worries here – we’re so close you’ll arrive 
before you know it.

By train
Direct services (including Virgin Trains from 
London to Bangor) take you to the popular 
North Wales coastal destinations from most 
parts of Britain, with inland connections via the 
Conwy Valley Line (www.conwy.gov.uk/cvr) 
which runs through the Snowdonia National 
Park to Betws-y-Coed and Blaenau Ffestiniog. 
Services from the Midlands through 
Shrewsbury and Machynlleth link up 
with the Cambrian Coast Railway. 
T. 08457 484950
www.thecambrianline.co.uk 

Train tickets are available from Barmouth 
Tourist Information Centre. Other useful 
websites include:

www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk 
www.nationalrail.co.uk
www.thetrainline.com
www.traveline.cymru 
www.virgintrains.co.uk 

By coach
National Express services run to Llandudno, 
Bangor, Caernarfon and Pwllheli from 
London and Manchester. Express Motors 
and Lloyd’s Coaches operate the service 
from Mid Wales to Dolgellau, Porthmadog, 
Caernarfon and Bangor as part of the 
TrawsCymru network. 

By car
There’s quick, straightforward access from the 
North West along the M56 and A55. Motorway 
links with the Midlands are good too, and the 
same roads – the M6, M5 and M1 – also bring 
North Wales within easy reach of the South of 
England. For a scenic option from the Midlands, 
take the A5 through the heart of Snowdonia.

By bike
It’s easy to use pedal power to come to 
beautiful, bike-friendly Snowdonia Mountains 
and Coast by following the National Cycle 
Network. Quiet, traffic-calmed and traffic-free 
routes give good access from the surrounding 
area and further afield.
www.nationalcyclenetwork.org.uk

By sea
Irish Ferries and Stena Line operate regular 
and high-speed services to Holyhead from 
Dublin and Dun Laoghaire. For southern 
Snowdonia, ferry services into Fishguard 
and Pembroke Dock are a handy alternative.

Irish Ferries 
T. 08717 300400
www.irishferries.com

Stena Line 
T. 08447 707070
www.stenaline.co.uk

By air
Transfers from the international gateways of 
Manchester, Liverpool and Birmingham 
take less than two hours. 

Anglesey Airport 
T. 01407 878056
www.linksair.co.uk

Birmingham Airport  
T. 0871 2220072 
www.birminghamairport.co.uk

Caernarfon Airport  
T. 01286 830800
www.caernarfonairport.com

Liverpool John Lennon Airport  
T. 0871 5218484
www.liverpoolairport.com  

Manchester Airport  
T. 08712 710711 
www.manchesterairport.co.uk

Local services
The Snowdon Sherpa is the 
super-convenient bus service for Snowdonia 
and its attractions. Whether you are walking 
or sightseeing, take the green option, leave 
your car behind, sit back, relax and enjoy 
the scenery.
www.gwynedd.gov.uk
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Symbols key
    Car parking facilities

ÿ  Ground floor bedroom

C  Liquor/table licence, licensed club/bar

  Pets accepted by arrangement

Œ  May be booked through Travel Agent

V  Weekend/Midweek/Short breaks available

t  TV in bedroom/unit

¨  En-suite

±  Tea/coffee

s  Telephone in room/unit

Ò  Credit cards accepted

-  Cot available

h   Highchair available

K  Baby sitting/listening service

]   Totally non smoking establishment

  Areas provided for smokers

ú  Special diets catered for

«  Lift

  Welsh spoken

ß  Public transport nearby

Z  Café/restaurant on site

Í  Foodshop/mobile foodshop on site

p  Swimming pool on site

—  Garden

j  Working farm

ß  Coach parties welcome

  WiFi access

I   Accommodation bookable through 
Tourist Information Centre

‡  Charge for fuel/gas

`  Washing machine on site

é  Electric points for touring caravans

Ç  Showers

s  Bed linen available

t  Bed linen available for hire

”  Gas available

=  Chemical toilet

This map splits Snowdonia into six colour-coded areas, corresponding 
with the way we have divided the list of advertisers:

v

i

_ Access improved for mobility impaired people

 Access improved for visually impaired people

 Access improved for hearing impaired people

73 74

The Snowdonia Green Key initiative helps 
people enjoy the National Park in a sustainable 
way. Green Key is making it easier to see 
Snowdonia without a car by promoting the 
sensible management of car parking, with 
convenient interchanges with public transport 
at places like Betws-y-Coed, Llanberis, Nant 
Peris and Capel Curig.
www.snowdoniagreenkey.co.uk

The Explore Wales Pass is just what it says 
– one ticket that gives you unlimited access to 
all of Wales’s mainline train services and 
almost every bus service. 
T. 03333 211201
www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk/ExploreWalesPass

North Wales Rover tickets allow travel for 
one day on buses and trains. For details of 
zones and prices:
T. 03333 211201
www.arrivatrainswales.co.uk/ExploreWales/
NorthWalesRover

Travel details
The public transport information  
service for Wales…
For bus timetable information, please call 0300 200 22 33
*0871 calls cost 12p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.

For more information go to:
www.traveline.cymru
T. 0300 2002233
www.gwynedd.gov.uk/publictransport

Travel Information
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Since 2016 is Wales’s ‘Year of 
Adventure’ (for more on this see 
the next few pages) we thought 
we’d kick off this guide with a few 
adventurous ideas. 
Walk to the top of Snowdon – or catch 
a train (just as thrilling). Go surfing off 
the Llŷn Peninsula or in the heart of 
the country at the world’s first inland 
surfing lagoon. Zoom down zip lines, 
ride world-class mountain bike trails 
and new cycling routes endorsed by 
local hero Sir Dave Brailsford. 

No wonder we’re the UK’s activity 
capital. But it goes deeper – or is 
that higher? – than that. Snowdon 
is just one of many peaks higher that 
3000ft/915m. The Snowdonia National 
Park gives a full-bodied taste of proper 
mountains, while the Llŷn Peninsula 
and Cambrian Coastline are filled with 
big beaches and tiny coves, dreamy 
estuaries and savage headlands. Then 
there all those layers of history and 
heritage, art and culture, to delve into.

So we embrace ‘adventure’ in the 
widest sense of the word. It might mean 
walking the battlements of medieval 
castles at Caernarfon, Conwy and 
Harlech that, in 2016, are celebrating 
30 years as UNESCO World Heritage 
Sites. Or watching ospreys and dolphins. 
Or taking the kids to a family fun park.

You can enjoy gentle adventures on 
sublime stretches of the Wales Coast 
Path. Or taste great food that’s fresh 
from the field or fishing boat.

Start making plans now – you’ll find 
all you need to know on the pages 
of this guide. 

We’re also, of course, on YouTube. Look 
out for the new videos we’ve produced 
on Aberdyfi, Dolgellau, Harlech, Tywyn 
and the Cambrian Coastline stretch 
of the Wales Coast Path – with many 
more to come.

You can also call or email our Tourist 
Information Centres. 

Roger Thomas Editor

JOIN THE CONVERSATION 
AND KEEP IN TOUCH
Keep up to date with what’s happening 
and what’s new by joining us on our 
social networks. Don’t forget, it’s a two-
way process. Let us know what you think, 
and share your thoughts, images and 
videos with others. 

WWW.VISITSNOWDONIA.INFO
See back 
cover for 
contact 
details

‘ The Snowdonia National Park is 
layered with natural beauty of all 
kinds and at all levels, from rocky 
peaks down to a sandy coast.’

ACTION PLANNER

www.facebook.com/visitingsnowdonia  

www.twitter.com/visit_snowdonia

www.flickr.com/visit_snowdonia 

www.visitsnowdonia.wordpress.com

www.pinterest.com/visitsnowdonia 

www.youtube.com/VisitSnowdonia  

IN THE 
MOOD

To get you in the mood, here’s 
a snapshot of the contents of 

this guide.

Find out why ‘we’re very 
comfortable with the Year 
of Adventure idea.’02

06

08
‘We take a look at what’s happening 
in our hills and mountains.’



All the accommodation featured in this 
publication has been independently assessed 
so you can make your choice in confidence, 
knowing that each place to stay has been 
given a rating according to the quality and 
facilities on offer. These ratings mean that 
you can be sure of standards and choose 
the accommodation that’s just right for you.

Visit Wales/AA are the only checking agents 
in Wales, checking out over 5000 places. 

What do our star ratings mean?
Visit Wales stars are evidence of quality. They 
range from one to five stars and are a reliable 
indication of the services and facilities you 
can expect in accommodation that includes 
hotels, guest houses, bed and breakfast, 
farm accommodation, hostel/hostel-type 
accommodation, self-catering cottages 
and apartments, caravan holiday home and 
touring/camping parks. 

Alternative accommodation such as yurts, tipis 
and tree houses are also checked to ensure 
that they meet minimum standards.

Cleanliness is the most crucial element of 
any assessment and minimum standards, 
particularly at the higher star ratings, reflect 
consumer expectations.

All accommodation grades are based on a set 
of common quality standards agreed by Visit 
Wales, Visit England, Visit Scotland, Tourism 
Northern Ireland and the AA. 

Does a lower star rating equal 
less quality?
Many lower star-rated accommodations may 
still offer high quality but do not meet all of 
the facility and service expectations for the 

higher star ratings. Is it particularly important 
not to compare Guest Accommodation ratings 
against Hotel ratings as different criteria are 
used when assessing.

The advice is always to check with an 
establishment before booking to confirm that 
the accommodation offers the services and 
facilities that meet your needs – they will only 
be too pleased to help.

Also look out for that extra-special 
property that has been awarded 
Visit Wales’s Gold Award, given for 
exceptional standards of hospitality, 

comfort and food in serviced accommodation. 
Occasionally, it has not been possible to visit 
the accommodation prior to publication. In 
these instances, the property is marked as 
‘Awaiting Grading’.

Some accommodation operators 
have chosen not to be star rated, 
but they have been checked out 
to ensure that they provide an 

acceptable level of services and facilities 
appropriate to their type of business. They 
are identified as either ‘Verified’ or ‘Listed’.

A warm Welsh welcome
Watch out for this sign as these 
places have achieved a Croeso 

Award in recognition of their exceptionally 
warm Welsh welcome.

Visitor attractions 
Look out for the Visit Wales 
Quality Assured marque. This is 
only awarded to attractions that 
have been independently assessed 

against the national standards of the 
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Penmachno, Betws-y-Coed LL24 0PU  
T: 01690 760410  F: 01690 760410 
stay@penmachnohall.co.uk 
www.penmachnohall.co.uk 
Lauraine and Simon Awdry
AA Award 2010/11: 5-star Highly Commended 
guest accommodation, with separate luxury 
2-bedroomed self-catering cottage. Originally a 
Victorian rectory, Penmachno Hall offers panoramic 
views, en-suites with roll-top baths, award-winning 
food, fine wines and winter open fires. The interior-
designed coach house has jacuzzi bath, power 
shower, free-sat and internet. Virtual tours at 
www.penmachnohall.co.uk

r3; A3; Open 1–12; B&B pp £40–£47.50 (based on 2 night stay)  
2 nights; Evening meals: Welsh suppers, Tue–Fri, £15–£17.50 pp; 5-course 
dinners Sat only: £35–£37.50; Self-Catering: Sleeps 2–4; Weekly: per unit  
£350–£650; Short Break: 3 nights per unit: £262.50–£337.50 
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★ ★ ★ ★ ★
Guest House

Penmachno Hall 4F

Number of bedrooms and  
en-suite, months open, prices 
and short breaks information

Visit Wales grading

Map reference

Symbols that appear 
here are for awards 
gained by the accom-
modation or extra  
facilities on offer

This descriptive text is 
supplied by the owners 
of the property and 
may include facilities 
on offer both at the 
accommodation and  
the surrounding area

The prices given here depend on the 
type of accommodation and will give 
an indication of the minimum and 
maximum prices you will be expected 
to pay – these should always be 
checked with the owners at time  
of booking

Serviced accommodation:  
All prices are per person, based on 2 
people sharing a double or twin room

Daily rate with B&B 
Short break – B&B 2 nights with B&B 
DB&B – 2 Nights with Dinner, B&B 
Per week B&B – 7 nights with B&B 
DB&B 7 nights with Dinner, B&B

Self-catering accommodation:
Per week – 7 nights, per unit  
(not per person)
Short break – 3 nights, per unit  
(not per person)

Caravan and camping park 
accommodation:
Daily rate, per unit or pitch 
Per week – 7 nights, per unit or pitch
Short breaks – will be indicated  
in the adverts descriptive text

Facilities symbols. A full  
explanation of these  
symbols is on page 74

Establishment address

Serviced  
The number of rooms and  
how many are en-suite

Self-catering  
How many people the property 
can sleep

Caravan and camping parks
How many caravans on site and 
for hire and how many pitches 
available for touring caravans 
and tents 

Establishment name 
(Colour header panel 
indicates the type of 
accommodation) 

 www.ymweldageryri.info | www.visitsnowdonia.info

Serviced accommodation Self-catering accommodation Caravan and camping

2016

CAMBRIAN COASTLINE | LLŶ N PENINSULA | SNOWDONIA NATIONAL PARK

www.visitsnowdonia.info
tourism@gwynedd.gov.uk
T. 01341 281485
(24 hour messaging service)

Scan our QR code with 
an app on your phone 
to view our website.

Conwy
Muriau Buildings, Rose Hill Street, 
Conwy LL32 8LD
T. 01492 577566
conwytic@conwy.gov.uk

Llandudno 
Library Building, Mostyn Street, 
Llandudno LL30 2RP 
T. 01492 577577
llandudnotic@conwy.gov.uk

Porthmadog
High Street, Porthmadog
LL49 9LP
T. 01766 512981 • Free Wi-Fi
porthmadog.tic@gwynedd.gov.uk

Pwllheli* 
Neuadd Dwyfor, Penlan Street, 
Pwllheli LL53 5DE
T. 01758 613000
pwllheli.tic@gwynedd.gov.uk

Snowdonia National Park
Aberdyfi**
T. 01654 767321

Beddgelert**
T. 01766 890615

Betws-y-Coed
T. 01690 710426

Dolgellau**
T. 01341 422888

* open seasonally (Easter–September)
** open seasonally (Easter–October)

Make the most of your stay by using 
our Tourist Information Centre
network and free Wi-Fi at some 
locations. Staff will be delighted 
to assist you with:
•  booking accommodation

in advance or whilst here
•  providing details of places

to visit, things to see and do
• places to eat
• routes and itinerary planning
•  purchasing train tickets

(at Barmouth TIC only)
• National Express tickets
•  information and tickets for

local and national events,
activities and boat trips

Maps, guides, books and local  
produce are also for sale at the TICs.

Barmouth/Abermaw
Station Road, Barmouth 
LL42 1LU
T. 01341 280787 • Free Wi-Fi
barmouth.tic@gwynedd.gov.uk

Caernarfon
Oriel Pendeitsh, Castle Street, 
Caernarfon LL55 1SE
T. 01286 672232 • Free Wi-Fi
caernarfon.tic@gwynedd.gov.uk

Visitor Attraction Quality Assurance Scheme 
to ensure that all areas important to your visit 
are of the best standard.

Accommodating visitors 
with disabilities
All Visit Wales graded properties have an 
Access Statement. This statement tells visitors 
in a clear, accurate and honest way how the 
property can meet their particular needs.

Three symbols have been introduced to help 
visitors with physical impairments find the 
Access Statements of most relevance to them. 
Accommodation providers have selected 
the one symbol which best describes the 
improvements that they have made to their 
properties. So look out for these symbols:

_  Access improved for mobility impaired people

v Access improved for visually impaired people

i Access improved for hearing impaired people

The advice is always to check with an 
establishment before booking to confirm that 
the accommodation offers the services and 
facilities that meet your needs.

Please note
All gradings and awards were correct at the 
time of going to press. Grading assessments 
are on-going and improvements made by 
establishments may have resulted in a revision 
since publication. Please check when booking. 

Further information on gradings and awards is 
available from Visit Wales, Welsh Assembly 
Government, Rhodfa Padarn, Llanbadarn 
Fawr, Aberystwyth, Ceredigion SY23 3UR 
T. 0845 010 8020
e. quality.tourism@wales.gsi.gov.uk
www.wales.gov.uk/tourism

Any problems?
In the unfortunate event that you do encounter 
problems with your chosen accommodation, 
please refer to www.wales.gov.uk/tourism for 
further guidance.

Eryri | Snowdonia
M y n y d d o e d d  a  M ô r 
M o u n t a i n s  a n d  C o a s t 

WHAT’S INSIDE?
ACTIVITIES | ATTRACTIONS | BEACHES  
BIRDWATCHING | CLIMBING | CYCLING | EVENTS  
FISHING | GOLF | HERITAGE | HORSE RIDING 
MOUNTAIN BIKING | OUTDOOR CENTRES | WALKING 
WATERSPORTS | WORLD HERITAGE SITES

TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRES
CANOLFANNAU CROESO
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