


Portrush Heritage Group (PHG) was 
established in 2014 by a group of local 
historians. It currently has a membership 
of 120 with its primary aim being:

“To promote and stimulate an 
interest and learning in the heritage 
and character of Portrush and surrounding area and to 
encourage the preservation, protection, development and 
improvement of features of heritage interest in Portrush and 
surrounding area”.

There is more to Discover in Portrush so why not join us on 
this journey:

Web:  www.discoverportrush.com
Facebook:  Portrush Heritage Group
Email:  chairman.portrushheritage@gmail.com

DISCOVER PORTRUSH HERITAGE TRAIL
We invite you to explore the rich, significant natural, historic, 
built and archaeological heritage of Portrush together with 
past traditions and practices. 

Follow the map and watch out for the Heritage Trail Markers 
in the pavement and let this book be your guide to the 
fascinating stories, amazing archaeology and history, cutting 
edge technology, tales of bravery and sadness revealing 
Portrush’s past. 

There are relaxing locations around the Trail, at public 
seating areas, which are marked with        on the map and 
where, whilst taking a short break, you can read a little more 
about a particular topic.

Why not also download our App which is available, free of 
charge, from the App Store and Google Play. On page 1 of 
this Guide there are QR codes that will take you directly 
to the download. Our App makes use of GPS to show you 
places of interest close to your current location where 
automatically-triggered multi-media content will be your 
guide.

We hope you will enjoy this experience as your Guide to 
Discovering Portrush.
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HERITAGE TRAIL APP
Enhance your Heritage Experience with our FREE Discover 
Portrush iOS and Android App.

Voices and images will bring the past to life while you 
explore the streets using the interactive map. Look out 
for the Heritage Trail Markers in the pavement and the 
multimedia content will automatically trigger. Discover the  
amazing archaeology, see how the town used to look and 
listen to tales of bravery and sadness revealing Portrush’s 
past.

Take your time, walk leisurely or rest upon a seat in one 
of the relaxing areas and let the heritage of Portrush flow 
around you and be brought to life.

DISCOVER PORTRUSH 

iOS App available from 
the App Store.

DISCOVER PORTRUSH 

Android App available 
from Google Play. 

DISCOVER PORTRUSH 
WEBSITE

Learn more about the App on our Website

DOWNLOAD

The free Discover Portrush iOS and Android Apps are 
available from the App Store and Google Play. Scan our 
handy QR codes by pointing your device’s camera at the 
code and it will open the link for you to take you straight to 
the download.
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TRAIL MARKER 1
STATION SQUARE

PORTRUSH RAILWAY STATION
The railways reached Portrush in 1855 and contributed to 
the rapid growth of the seaside resort. The original station 
was replaced in the spring of 1893 with an impressive mock 
Tudor style building designed by Berkeley Deane Wise. The 
improved station had three platforms, each 180m in length, 
with an impressive café to service up to 300 customers. 
Adding to the architectural splendour was a 16 metre high 
clock tower with four faces, each one and a half metres  
in diameter.

Another legacy of the 1893 station is the large grandfather 
platform clock made by Sharman D. Neill of Belfast which 
stands 5.5 metres tall. The clock is displayed in the Coleraine 
Office of The Causeway Coast and Glens Borough Council.

507th PARACHUTE  
INFANTRY REGIMENT
In December 1943, 2000 American soldiers from the 
507th P.I.R. arrived in Portrush. They were billeted in every 
available guesthouse, hotel and public hall and they are 
fondly remembered for organising a huge children’s party 
that Christmas in Barry’s Amusements. The entire 507th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment left Portrush quietly by train 
overnight on 11 March 1944 to prepare for D-Day. The 
Normandy landings took place on 6 June and the sad news 
reached Portrush that over 300 of the young men of the 
507th had been killed in action. Memorials to the 507th can 
be found at the War Memorial and at Royal Portrush  
Golf Club.
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GIANT’S CAUSEWAY TRAM
In 1883, a new tramway opened to link the seaside resort 
of Portrush to the World Famous Giant’s Causeway. The 
original line ran from Portrush Station to the Market Place in 
Bushmills, before being extended to reach the Causeway in 
1887, a distance of 9¼ miles. The electricity was supplied to 
the tram by an elevated rail which ran alongside the track. In 
1899 this was changed to an overhead system to make the 
operations safer and more efficient.

The Causeway tramway ran from 1883-1949. It was the first 
in the world to be powered by a hydro-electric turbine and 
was developed by William Traill from Bushmills. A small 
section of the line recently re-opened with carriages drawn 
by diesel replicas of the original trams.

5
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TRAIL MARKER 2
TOWN HALL

PORTRUSH TOWN HALL
Portrush Town Hall was designed by Sir Charles Lanyon, 
the architect famous for such iconic edifices as Queen’s 
University and Belfast Castle. It opened in August 1872 as 
the Assembly Rooms and housed the offices of the former 
Portrush Urban District Council. It continues to provide a 
valuable and essential service to the Community for theatre 
performances, exhibitions and meetings.

WAR MEMORIAL
The Portrush War Memorial was unveiled on 11 November 
1922. The bronze sculpture, designed by Frank Ransom, 
depicts the Angel of Victory.  The angel’s sword points to 
the ground to reflect the triumphant end of her campaign 
and in her left hand is a palm leaf representing peace. In 
total, approximately 300 Portrush men served during the 
First World War and the memorial commemorated 78 who 
did not return.  Following the Second World War, the names 
of a further 31 local men were added.
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BARRY’S AMUSEMENTS
When the railway station was completed in Portrush in 
1893, an open space adjacent to the new building was 
transformed into a public space known as the Pleasure 
Grounds. The enclosure provided visitors with an area in 
which they could enjoy strolls by the shore and listen to 
music being played in an ornate bandstand. In 1909, the 
Pleasure Grounds became the site of a new venture called 
the Winter Gardens. A large pavilion was built with a rink to 
accommodate hundreds of roller skaters, a popular pastime 
of the period. In the years which followed “the Pavilion” also 
hosted dances, concerts, movies and side shows including a 
shooting gallery and bowling alley. 

Barry’s Amusement Park opened seasonally on this site in 
1926. It was run by James Chipperfield (aka Ernest Barry) 
of the famous English fairground and circus family whose 
daughter Evelyn married Frank Trufelli, a renowned animal 
trainer who toured with the Royal Italian Circus. Frank and 
Evelyn took full control of Barry’s in Portrush in the early 
1930s. By the late 1930s many of the amusements were 
enclosed within a new building, while the larger attractions 
were located outside, overlooking the shore. Barry’s has 
provided many great holiday memories for young and old. 
There are still some who remember the American GIs taking 
it over for the day at Christmas 1943 to host a party for the 
local children. In the decades since, visitors have enjoyed 
exciting rides on the ghost train, dodgems, swing-boats, 
over-the-tops, chairoplanes and the “Big Dipper” roller 
coaster, while the mirror maze, slot machines and children’s 
railway were always crowd pleasers.

Frank and Evelyn’s daughter Louisa helped with the 
management after the death of her mother in 1964 before 
their son Frank Trufelli Junior took the reins in 1972. Barry’s 
today is run by his daughters Kristina and Lisa.

7
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TRAIL MARKER 3
LIFEBOAT HOUSE

PORTRUSH LIFEBOAT BOATHOUSE

The current Royal National Lifeboat Institution (R.N.L.I.) 
Boathouse was opened in August 1928.  The lifeboat at that 
time was the motorised T.B.B.H. (named after the surnames 
of the English donors Thornton, Bartlett, Broustead and 
Hooper) and it would serve throughout World War Two until 
being replaced by the Lady Scott in July 1949. 

The T.B.B.H. was also the 
first Portrush lifeboat to 
have essential equipment 
such as a searchlight 
and a line-throwing gun. 
The Lady Scott and her 
crew performed many 
outstanding rescues, 
saving 70 lives.  The most 
daring occurred in 1960 

when she joined forces with the frigate H.M.S. Leopard 
and a Royal Navy Whirlwind helicopter to rescue 29 crew 
stranded on the helpless Argo Delos.  

03
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RECENT LIFEBOATS 
The Lady Scott was replaced by the Richard Evans which 
served from 1981-2000.  The ill-fated Katie Hannan followed; 
she was lost when she was dashed onto rocks at Rathlin 
in 2008.  The present lifeboat, William Gordon Burr, is 
supported by smaller inshore lifeboats which play a vital role 
in responding to emergencies closer to the shore.

One of the most famous call-outs of the Richard Evans was 
immortalised by local photographer Iain Watson when he 
photographed the boat leaving the harbour, in hurricane 
force winds, on the 13th February 1989 at 4pm to go to the 
assistance of two Spanish fishing vessels in trouble  
off Donegal. 

Please take time to visit the Royal National Lifeboat 
Institution Museum in the boathouse.
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TRAIL MARKER 4
HARBOUR

OLD DOCK
Historical maps show a natural harbour that was located 
where we see the Old Dock today. The place name Portrush 
derives from Port Rois meaning ‘port of the promontory’ 
which makes reference to the harbour and the impressive 
promontory headland. “Porto Rosso” is named on a Portolan 
map created in Venice in 1468 which helped guide merchant 
ships around our rocky coast. In 1606 Sir Thomas Phillips 
was granted the customs of Portrush and remarked that 
Breton fishermen had been coming to Portrush for some 
time to fish for dogfish and rays, both of which were 
considered delicacies, especially in Spain.  19th Century 
drawings of Portrush show the dock at the heart of the 
fishing village; today the Old Dock is a fine surviving element 
of the earlier harbour and is protected as a scheduled area.

PILGRIM STEPS
The Pilgrim Steps, in the Old Dock, take their name from 
the emigrants who descended them to board boats which 
ferried them out to sailing 
ships anchored off Portrush 
bound for America. These 
travellers became known 
as ‘pilgrims’ because many 
of the earlier ships carried 
Ulster-Scot  Presbyterians 
who felt persecuted by 
the religious and economic 
hindrances placed on them and decided to emigrate to the 
New World.  As early as 1718 entire congregations from the 
Bann river valleys travelled on ships to Boston to begin a 
new life in America.
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NEW HARBOUR
In 1827 it was decided to invest in a new harbour that 
would accommodate an increase in maritime merchant 
traffic. During the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries 
Windjammers were the largest merchant ships on the ocean 
and with a new improved harbour the ships would now be 
able to dock at Portrush. 

The quayside developed to adapt to the needs of a busy 
port and in 1845 the Portrush Steam Navigation Company 
was established which provided regular crossings to 
Liverpool for passengers and freight.  
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TRAIL MARKER 5
NORTH PIER

THE SCOTCH BOATS 
From the 1830s, passenger steamers would sail regularly 
to Portrush from ports such as Ardrossan, Ayr, Troon and 
Glasgow. During the summer season, the ships carried 
crowds of passengers who would disembark at the North 
Pier and enjoy the attractions of the coastal resort and 
surrounding landmarks. The increase in tourist traffic from 
Scotland, combined with the arrival of the railway, was 
reflected in the number and size of hotels in the town and 
Portrush was soon being compared to the famous English 
resorts, such as Brighton, Scarborough or Bournemouth. In 
the early twentieth century, at the height of their popularity, 
the Scotch Boats carried up to 25,000 holiday-makers 
each summer, earning Portrush the title of “Queen of the 
Northern Watering Places”.

THE STONE BINS
The large concrete silos on the North pier of 
Portrush harbour were a feature of the Portrush 
landscape for nigh on sixty years. Known as the 
“Stone Bins”, they were constructed between 
1912 and 1914 by the Portrush Columnar Basalt 
Company Ltd, to store crushed basalt stone 
from their quarry at Craigahulliar. Steam Coasters and 
Puffers were regularly to be seen being loaded with stone 
by long chutes which could be lowered from the bases of 
the silos directly into their holds. It was known for some 
“dare-devils” to climb to the top of the silos and dive or 
jump into the harbour, hopefully at high tide when the 
water next the quay would be at its highest! Sadly the cross 
channel demand for stone decreased with time and the 
boats which once imported much of the coal and exported 
the stone from the harbour were replaced by road-going 
vehicles. The stone bins became derelict and were totally  
demolished in 1983.

O5

1313

ROYAL AIR FORCE No.1105  
MARINE CRAFT UNIT 
On 23 January 1964, Portrush Harbour had some 
unexpected visitors when four high speed launches 
belonging to the Royal Air Force (or R.A.F.) arrived. They 
were there in preparation for a new base for No.1105 Marine 
Craft Unit which was to be officially opened in March that 
year. R.A.F. No.1105 Marine Craft Unit was in operation 
between 1964-1971. The powerful motorboats supported 
Coastal Command at the nearby R.A.F. Ballykelly, Co. 
Londonderry. They were employed in recovering harmless 
practice shells and bombs which were used during training. 
They also had a role in air-sea rescue and for towing targets 
during exercises. A plaque at the Harbour Office records the 
contribution made by 1105 R.A.F. Marine Craft Unit and also 
the RAF Air-Sea Rescue craft based in the harbour during 
World War Two.

THE HARBOUR TODAY 
In the early twentieth century, harbour business was 
badly affected by the upheaval of world wars. The decline 
continued as maritime freight and passenger vessels shifted 
to larger ports. Today, fishing boats are rarely seen but 
modern marina facilities have been provided for day fishing 
craft, yachts and pleasure boating. A number of thriving 
charter businesses now operate from the harbour.
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TRAIL MARKER 6 
LOWER MAIN STREET

COASTGUARD STATION
The Coastguard were originally formed as the Preventative 
Waterguard in 1809. Their early role was to patrol the coast 
and combat smuggling and in 1822 they were re-named the 
Coastguard. Since then, the Maritime & Coastguard Agency 
has expanded to take on search and rescue and other 
operations and is now under the control of the Admiralty.

Number 130 Main Street is the former Portrush Coastguard 
Station and is now a private dwelling. It was built in 1896 
and replaced another station which was here in the early 
nineteenth century. Adjacent to the station, is a small terrace 
called the Coastguard Cottages which were originally built to 
house staff. The Coastguard Station and Cottages are now 
private dwellings.

THE PULPIT  
The lower end of Main Street was the home of fishermen 
and harbour pilots who lived in stone-built cabins, with 
thickly thatched roofs. This terrace was known as “the 
Pulpit” as the dwellings, and the pavement, in front of 
them, were raised several feet above street level. It was 
demolished about 1905 to make way for the current houses 
although older residents still refer to this part of the town as 
“the Pulpit”. 

Nearby was another row of small cabins, beside which 
was the only three storey house in Portrush at that time. 
It had an impressive slate roof and appeared so superior 
to its neighbours that it was known throughout the village 
as “Ramore House”.  It  was the home of Reverend William 
Richardson, discoverer of the geological phenomenon 
known as the “Portrush Rocks”.
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An account of Portrush in the 
early nineteenth century, as told 
by Jack O’Connell:  

“When I first came to Portrush, 
more than five and forty years 
ago, it was just a rough little 
village, where a few fishers liv’t, 
and naethin more.  There was just 
one wee steamer (a Haelin’ boat) 
came in, an’ that was a’.  I had sair 
work to find a lodgin’ there at first. 
Where the grand hotel stands 
now, there was just a wee wheen 
o’ thatched cots, so low ye could 
put your hands upon the roof of 
them. I remember it well. The first 
house I went to the windys were a’ mendit wi’ auld hets, 
an raggit trowsers, an’ the like o’ that; an’ the woman that 
onw’t it had a black eye – so I didn’t stop there”



TRAIL MARKER 7   
RECREATION GROUNDS

PORTRUSH CASTLES 
The commanding position of Ramore Head is reported to 
have been the site of a Castle. The name Ramore, which 
is derived from ‘Rathmore’, meaning Great Fort, strongly 
supports this claim. Historians suspect the Castle stood on 
the slopes of Crannagh Hill, an elevated peak which once 
towered over the Ramore headland. The rock from the 
Castle on Crannagh Hill was quarried to provide stone for 
the Harbour in the 1820’s and any evidence of the castle 
was lost as it was blasted and broken up.

It is believed that the Castle was built by the Medieval family 
of O’Corr and was traditionally known as Castle an Teenie – 
the Castle of Fire. Popular myths suggest that a light would 
burn in its window to lure ships onto the  shore, allowing 
merciless pillagers to seize the shipwreck’s cargo.

An early reference tells us that the castle was captured 
in 1585 by the Lord Deputy of Queen Elizabeth 1, Sir John 
Perrot, during his conquest of Ulster. Much of the ruin was 
removed in the eighteenth century and the stonework used 
to build local houses.
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RECREATION GROUNDS
The meadow at the Eastern foot of Ramore head took on a 
new importance when in 1923 the local council developed 
it as Recreation Grounds. When finally completed they had 
two fine bowling greens laid in Cumberland Turf, fourteen 
clay tennis courts, one of the most fiendishly difficult 
eighteen hole putting greens in the area and a fine timber-
built Pavilion with offices, changing facilities, café and toilets. 
All necessary equipment for participating in any of the 
sports was available to hire.

Local clubs for bowling and tennis were soon set up and 
matches arranged with other clubs in the province. The 
County Antrim Hardcourt Tennis Championships for both 
Ladies and Gentlemen were held annually in Portrush for 
many years and were a big attraction for visitors. Bowling 
Tournaments also took place each year. During the latter 
part of the 20th Century the putting green was replaced 
with a children’s play area and a new green set up on a flat 
area beside the tennis courts. Sadly it was not as challenging 
as the original. Daily usage of the tennis courts peaked 
each year during and for some weeks after the Wimbledon 
Championships.

The Recreation Grounds were also home to Military 
Tattoos, Fancy Dress Carnivals, Band Concerts and most 
famously, Fireworks Displays all of which were held regularly 
throughout the summer season. Having been suspended 
during the Second World War the first Fireworks Display 
thereafter, in 1946, drew a crowd in excess of fourteen 
thousand people who crammed onto Ramore Hill and into 
the Recreation Grounds to watch.

A  Local Sports Committee was established and Captain 
Shutt M.C. appointed as its Secretary. Its remit was to 
organise sporting and entertainment events, mainly in the 
Recreation Grounds. Captain Shutt continued in this role 
until the 1960s, becoming Sports and Entertainments Officer 
when the committee was subsumed by the local Council.  
A larger than life character, he organised, ran, compèred 
and commentated at these events and became a Portrush 
Legend.

Fireworks Displays and Tennis Championships are no longer 
regular features but the local council have put forward 
proposals to re-vamp the Recreation Grounds to meet the 
needs of the 21st century.
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TRAIL MARKER 8 
RAMORE HEAD

AREA OF SPECIAL SCIENTIFIC INTEREST 
The importance of the natural environment around Portrush 
was officially recognised by the government when it 
identified Ramore Head, the Lansdowne foreshore and the 
Skerries as an Area of Special Scientific Interest (or A.S.S.I.) 
in 1996. This classification protects a clearly defined area 
with the intention of avoiding any future damage such 
as, for example, mineral extraction or mining, dumping, 
construction or the introduction of any new species.

The geological features of the Portrush Rocks are the most 
important aspect of the A.S.S.I. These are described by 
scientists as:

“…igneous dolerite, about 60 million years old, which has 
intruded as a sill into shales which are 190 million years old. 
This has produced a fine grained, dark brown rock called a 
hornfels…”

To the lay person, with no interest or understanding 
of geology, it is the amazing trace fossils which are the 
main attraction, in particular the abundance of beautifully 
preserved ammonites.  

THE SKERRIES 
The Skerries are a chain of very small islands immediately 
off shore, east of Ramore Head and are a haven for rare 
seabirds. The stretch of water between the islands and the 
coast is known as the Skerries Roadstead. They include 
Little and Big Carr, Middle and West Isle, North and South 
Island Ean, the Otter Isles, Winkle Island, Castle Island, Island 
Bartan, Little Skerries and Large Skerries and Black Rock. 
These bleak, rocky islands are uninhabited and ideal for 
supporting a diverse ecological habitat, the most significant 
of which are the breeding birds, such as Kittiwake, Black 
Guillemot and Eider Duck. The pirate Tavish Dhu is said 
to have buried his treasure here. Boat races and later 
swimming competitions traditionally began at Ramore Head 
and finished on the Skerries’ shores. Unsuccessful attempts 
have been made to grow potatoes on Large Skerries.
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DEVIL’S WASHTUB
The “Devil’s Washtub” is a long, shallow, rocky inlet near 
the tip of Ramore Head. On a stormy day, it can provide a 
thrilling scene of white foam and flying spray which can be 
viewed safely from the high path ...although a waterproof 
coat is recommended.

WIRELESS LISTENING STATION
At the tip of Ramore Head, during World War II, a 
Coastguard Station served as a look out across the 
expansive horizon, monitoring the sea for enemy vessels. 
Beside the well-known building was an innocuous concrete 
hut which, for many years, drew very little attention. 
However, this was a top secret “Y-Station” inside which the 
Women’s Royal Navy Service maintained a 24 hour listening 
operation, intercepting and locating (by Direction Finding 
apparatus) enemy transmissions and forwarding the content 
to Bletchley Park, the British centre for code-breaking. The 
Portrush Y-Station had a vital role in the war effort and 
faced out into the sea-lanes of the Atlantic Ocean where 
convoys, battleships and submarines constantly sent their 
coded messages and battled for survival.
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TRAIL MARKER 9
OLD LIFEBOAT HOUSE

PORTRUSH LIFEBOAT: 1860-1900 
The R.N.L.I. station was established at Portrush in 1860 
with a lifeboat called Zelinda which had sails and oars and 
was crewed by six men. The vessel was capable of righting 
itself within five seconds of being capsized; then emptying 
itself only half a minute after being swamped. Zelinda cost 
£180, which included a transportation carriage, and it was 
kept in a boathouse at Kerr Street, beyond the south pier 
of the harbour and overlooking the Mill Strand. The Zelinda 
was renamed Laura in honour of the Countess of Antrim 
and was replaced by the John Whitaker in 1876. This 
lifeboat served for 13 years and was then replaced by The 
Robert and Agnes Blair in 1889. In 1892, a slipway for the 
lifeboat was constructed near Portandhu, followed by the 
boathouse in 1900.
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PORTRUSH LIFEBOAT: 1889-1928 
The Robert and Agnes Blair, which had arrived in 1889, 
suffered tragedy on its first service when three crew were 
lost attempting a rescue – an event still referred to as the 
“Portrush Lifeboat Disaster”. In 1902, a new lifeboat arrived, 
Hopwood. This was to be the last Portrush Lifeboat reliant 
on wind and oars and carried a crew of 15. It saved 23 lives 
and was in service until the T.B.B.H. arrived in 1924.The last 
lifeboat to sail from this boathouse was the T.B.B.H. The 
rocky shore at Portandhu made it difficult to launch and the 
lifeboat was moored in the main harbour until the current 
R.N.L.I. boathouse could be opened in 1928.
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TRAIL MARKER 10 
PORTANDHU HARBOUR

PORTANDHU 
Portandhu (from port an dhub, dark landing place) is a 
rocky inlet and harbour which served small fishing boats 
and pleasure craft for centuries. Its location provided shelter 
during severe weather, avoiding the hazardous trip around 
Ramore Head to the main harbour.

10

23

SKERRIES ROADSTEAD  
The Skerries Roadstead is a sheltered stretch of water 
beside the chain of small islands, known as the Skerries, 
immediately off shore to the east of Portrush. It has 
provided a refuge for vessels escaping bad weather or 
needing an anchorage to take on cargo, crew or passengers 
and its proximity to the shore, and the depth of the channel, 
make it a safe haven for ships, large and small. 

Early newspaper advertisements from the eighteenth 
century, advised prospective emigrants that their ship would 
leave Londonderry and then collect more passengers “from 
the Skerries Roadstead, off Portrush” before sailing for 
America. The emigrants would have embarked from the 
Pilgrim Steps in the harbour and would then be taken the 
short journey to their waiting ship by rowing boat.

In 1858, there was a proposal to build a “Harbour of Refuge” 
at the Skerries Roadstead. The plan was to form the whole 
chain of islands into a continuous breakwater, leaving an 
open channel between Ramore Head and the western 
islands. It was anticipated that this would allow Portrush to 
grow as a commercial port. Support was not forthcoming 
from the ports at Coleraine and Londonderry who feared 
they would lose business and eventually the idea  
was abandoned.
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TRAIL MARKER  11 
BATH ROAD

PORTRUSH ROCKS 
The rocks along this shore within the beautiful location 
of Portrush National Nature Reserve were the focus of a 
famous argument between scientists across the world in the 
late eighteenth century. The debate hinged on the presence 
of fossils in some rocks which were believed to be volcanic 
– Neptunists argued that a fossil could not have survived 
if it was originally laid down in molten magma. A famous 
example of this, which was often used by Neptunists, was 
the rock beds here in Portrush, where ammonites could be 
found in hard, heavy rocks which appeared to be igneous.

Eventually, at the start of the 19th century, the Vulcanists 
started to win the argument. They successfully proved 
that the fossils in Portrush were originally laid down in 
sedimentary mudstone rock. The mudstone was later 
‘baked’ when it came into contact with an adjacent flow of 
volcanic rock, known as dolerite. The intense temperature 
hardened the mudstone but it was not hot enough to 
destroy the fossils. So it was that the east coast of Portrush 
was the last battleground of the Neptunists and Vulcanists 
from which the latter emerged triumphant. In an important 
sense it can be claimed that geology as a science was born 
from that moment of victory.

11
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BATHS & COASTAL ZONE 
Lord Mark Kerr, the husband of Charlotte, Countess of 
Antrim, was a great benefactor for Portrush in the early 
nineteenth century. He is remembered in the names of Mark 
Street and Kerr Street and he could also be credited as the 
originator of three other local thoroughfares – Bath Street, 
Bath Road and Bath Terrace.

In 1834, Lord Mark Kerr was instrumental in the building of a 
bath house in Portrush, from which the adjacent streets took 
their name. Over the next few decades, Portrush grew in 
stature as it became a thriving Victorian seaside resort. 

In May 1866, new bath houses were built by the Antrim 
Arms Hotel and quickly became a lucrative draw for 
holidaymakers. Guests could enjoy baths of all temperatures, 
with freshwater or seawater. More improvements followed 
in 1888 and by this time, the Antrim Arms Hotel had become 
the Northern Counties. The Northern Counties Hotel later 
expanded the facilities to offer its guests fresh seawater 
baths, hot or cold. By the twentieth century, modern 
plumbing provided baths in people’s hotel rooms and the 
building was eventually converted into a garage. 

During World War Two, the building was requisitioned for 
American G.I.s who used it as a cookhouse and mess. Then, 
after a period lying unused, the building  was opened to 
promote the unique environment of Ramore Head and the 
Skerries A.S.S.I. It now  operates as a summer visitor centre 
called “The Coastal Zone”.
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TRAIL MARKER 12 
ANTRIM GARDENS

FAMOUS HOTEL 
On 1 May 1838, the Antrim Arms Hotel opened, on the site 
of what is now the Portrush Atlantic Hotel, promising guests 
that it was “the most agreeable establishment of the kind, 
combined with comfort, elegance and utility, no expense has 
been spared”. 

It had luxuries such as hot, cold and shower baths and water 
closets (or toilets). Advertisements proclaimed that its larder 
was “well supplied with the best provisions and wines and 
other liquors were selected with the greatest care”. It was 
clear that the Antrim Arms Hotel wanted to attract only the 
finest guests and this was emphasised later that summer 
when it hosted a grand ball and supper, attended by the 
Mayor of Coleraine as guest of honour. 

By 1870, the Antrim Arms Hotel had acquired a pleasure 
garden facing the front entrance, known as the Antrim 
Gardens, with a band stand for concerts. It also had two 
vegetable gardens to supply the kitchens. In addition, the 
nearby bath house was operated by the hotel, with 16 baths 
and a steam engine to pump the saltwater up from the sea. 

In 1883, the Hotel was purchased by the Belfast & Northern 
Counties Railway Company. The name was duly changed to 
the Northern Counties Hotel. The Northern Counties Hotel 
was destroyed by fire in 1990. The current hotel was rebuilt 
on the same site.

12 MEDIEVAL PORTRUSH AT  
ANTRIM GARDENS
Archive documents from 1306 list a church at “Portrossce”. 
The remains of a church may lie beneath the site of the 
Atlantic Hotel or Bath Street. During an excavation at the 
Antrim Gardens site Archaeologists made some intriguing 
discoveries  including a series of possible stone ovens. It 
has been suggested that this is evidence of a large kitchen 
which may have served the Community associated with the 
Church. Thousands of sherds of pottery were also collected, 
helping to date the busiest period of habitation on the site 
to between the thirteenth and fifteenth centuries. Other 
finds at the Antrim Gardens site include flint implements  
dating to the Mesolithic  Period of 8000BC to 4000BC.

27
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TRAIL MARKER 13 
BATH STREET

EDWARDIAN SHOPFRONT,  
86 MAIN STREET 
The shop at 86 Main Street which is now an antiques 
emporium was originally two dwellings, built about 1850. 
For many years it was used as a domestic dwelling and 
a guest house before the frontage was converted into a 
jewellers in 1916. The building was awarded the status of 
a listed building in 2014. The shop was operated by the 
Mason family for many decades and the pavement outside it 
became known locally as Mason’s Corner.

PLAYHOUSE CINEMA 
The Majestic Cinema had its opening performance on 10 
April 1939 with ‘Pygmalion’ starring Leslie Howard. It had 
seating for 780 people, 400 seats in the stalls and 380 in 
the balcony. It was a classic example of “Art Deco” style and 
was furnished to a very high standard. In 1956, it was 
taken over by the Rank Organisation. 
By 1970, with the advent of television, 
and the onset of the Troubles, it was 
forced out of business. The cinema 
resumed business in 1977 and was re-
named the Playhouse but closed again 
within a few years. Fortunately, it has 
now been re-developed as a successful 
venue combining a popular bar, cinema 
and theatre.

13
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THE WHITE HOUSE AND  
HENRY HAMILTON 
Henry Hamilton was born in Portglenone in 1851 and came 
to Portrush as a young man looking for employment. He 
worked as an apprentice to a grocers business for a few 
years before he was enticed by the exciting prospects 
of riches and success in America. When Henry returned 
from America in 1890 he was a wealthy young man. He 
established the prosperous White House department store 
a year later selling fashionable ladies and menswear. He 
had the foresight to realise that mail order was a lucrative 
market and his shop published its first catalogue, “The White 
House Budget” at Christmas in 1899.

The White House 
became famous 
for supplying “Irish 
homespuns, hosiery 
and lace, Irish china and 
hand-embroidered Irish 
linen” across the world, 
including to British 
royalty and an Indian 
Rajah! It is believed the 
town’s post office was 
built with three storeys 
specifically to cope 
with the pressure of the 
White House mail order 
business. In 1965, the 
White House was sold 
by the Hamilton family 
and today it is part of 
the portfolio of the 
Ulster Stores Limited.
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TRAIL MARKER 14 
BLUE POOL

THE BLUE POOL 
Over a century ago, hundreds of people would gather 
at the Blue Pool during the peak season to be thrilled by 
swimming competitions, polo matches and, most famously, 
daredevil displays of diving by the Blue Pool Swimming Club 
which was formed in 1873. The naturally formed Blue Pool 
is surrounded by steep cliffs which provided seating for up 
to 200 people who could sit and enjoy the breathtaking 
spectacle of death defying leaps from the diving boards 
and rocky ledges above them. The crowds were treated 
to “high, fancy and long diving, somersaults, hoop and 
trick diving, porpoise rolling” and many other exciting 
choreographed performances.

The Blue Pool Swimming Club also became famous 
for other adventurous escapades including endurance 
demonstrations, swimming to the Skerries and back or 
racing each other around the harbour.

14
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TRAIL MARKER 15 
SALMON FISHERY

PORTRUSH REGATTA 

Newspaper reports from 1834 show that “thousands after 
thousands” flocked to Portrush to watch the annual regatta. 
Regattas were opportunities for local boatmen to challenge 
each other on the water. It was also a chance for the 
local gentry to host dinner dances and grand balls, while 
regimental bands and other popular attractions delighted 
the crowds. 
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SALMON FISHERY
The Atlantic Salmon (Salmo salar) found along the 
Causeway Coast begin their lives in rivers such as the Bann 
and the Bush. After a few years, they leave these freshwater 
habitats as small smolts, no more than 15cm long, and live 
in the saltwater of the Atlantic Ocean growing into the 
beautiful, fully grown fish we all recognise. 

The adult salmon will eventually be drawn back to the river 
where it was born in order to breed. It is during this journey 
back to its birthplace that large numbers of the fish are 
caught off shore at Portrush. 

In early times, archaeological evidence has shown that the 
returning salmon were a valuable source of food for the 
first people who settled in the Causeway region. In later 
millennia, the rights to fishing the salmon were lucrative.

Documents from 1630 show that the Earl of Antrim owned 
the salmon fishery off Portrush and he would have guarded 
his waters against poachers and others who tried to steal his 
fish. He also had the rights to the tributary rivers and the rich 
salmon fisheries at Portballintrae, Portbradden, Cushendun, 
Cushendall, Glenarm and others along the coast which 
would have provided a plentiful income each year.

In more recent centuries, the Earl of Antrim leased these 
waters to local fishermen and strict boundaries were set 
along the coast for each salmon fishery – beyond these set 
boundaries anyone could take several salmon. The Portrush 
fishery stretched from Dunluce Castle to Ballyreagh Castle 
and out to the north as far as the Skerry Islands. Fishing 
for Atlantic Salmon is now strictly controlled to protect the 
decreasing population.
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TRAIL MARKER  16 
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH  
& BELFAST BANK

HOLY TRINITY CHURCH 
This church was built in the Gothic-Revival style and 
consecrated on 19 July 1843. Over the next 50 years, 
it underwent considerable enlargement as Portrush 
expanded. By 1858, the congregation had increased with 
the rapid growth of the town and the church underwent a 
considerable enlargement. During the 1880s, the church was 
further enhanced with a clock in the church tower, followed 
by a chancel and a new organ. At that time, Holy Trinity was 
one of the largest churches in Ulster and could seat 1,000 
worshippers on a busy Sunday during the summer season.

The adjacent Parochial Hall is believed to have originally 
been built at the same time as the church as a dwelling for 
the church sexton. Later, it became a school for girls and, 
during the 1930s, it was a venue for a “working men’s club” 
for members of the congregation. The boys’ school was on 
the adjacent site now occupied by the red brick former  
bank building.

This church replaced an 
earlier one located at 
Ballywillan about one mile 
south of the town. Ruins of 
the old church here date back 
to the 12th Century. It has no 
roof now but the walls are 
intact. It’s an important site 

from an archaeological point of view. It’s not known who 
built this church, nor is there a definite date of its building 
but this place would certainly have been the main Parish 
church for Ballywillan. In the early 16th Century following the 
Reformation, this church continued to be the Parish church 
until the opening of the new church in town.
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BELFAST BANK BUILDING 
This striking building was completed in February 1898 and 
was the work of the architect Vincent Craig, of Belfast. It 
was highly praised at the time for “the artistic beauty of its 
design…singularly pleasing by the tasteful intermingling of 
Dungiven stone dressings with red brickwork”.

Features such as the ornamented turret enhanced its unique 
appearance while the aesthetic appeal was matched with 
the necessary functions expected of a bank building. The 
building was also a domestic dwelling for the Bank Manager. 
It had a pantry, kitchen, servants’ rooms, dining room, 
drawing room and the luxury of indoor lavatories upstairs.

Each of the six bedrooms “vied with the other in the 
enchantment of the views” while the drawing room originally 
had a veranda facing over Main Street. The bank’s strong 
room had brick walls, floor and ceiling which were two 
feet thick. The premises were in constant use for 114 years, 
becoming the Northern Bank in 1970 and later the Danske 
Bank in 2005, before closing in 2012. It was listed in 1977 
and is now a protected heritage building.
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TRAIL MARKER 17 
CHURCH PASS

LONDONDERRY HOTEL 
In 1870, William and Isabella Osborne arrived in Portrush 
and opened the Londonderry Hotel. Within a year, Isabella 
was widowed and, for a couple of years, she took over as 
the proprietor of the hotel. At that time, there were only 
four hotels in Portrush, all of which were highly profitable. 
By 1876, Isabella had used her shrewd business acumen 
to sell her shares in the Londonderry Hotel and buy the 
neighbouring premises, in which she opened the Osborne 
Temperance Hotel. 

The Londonderry Hotel passed through several owners over 
the next century, each of which expanded the number of 
rooms and improved the experience for the guests. At its 
peak, it could cater for 70 residents and provided popular 
licensed premises, entertainment and a restaurant.

THE TROCADERO 
The Osborne Temperance Hotel closed in 1919 and the 
premises were bought by Hugh Black and converted into a 
new restaurant called the Trocadero. By 1921, the Trocadero 
was advertised as the “finest restaurant in the Kingdom” 
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where tourists could “find everything they desired”. 
However, within a year, disaster struck when the restaurant 
burned down, damaging the electricity network and causing 
a complete black-out in Portrush. 

All was not lost, and within months, the restaurant was 
rebuilt in the Art Nouveau style and reopened for the 
new season. Crowds packed the tables and enjoyed the 
“Afternoon Jazz Teas” while being served continental 
cakes in the “daintiest style” while accompanied by the 
music from the Trocadero Orchestra or Sibbald Treacy’s 
Trocadero Quintet. The legacy of the Londonderry Hotel 
and Trocadero Restaurant is preserved in a tiled pavement 
mosaic in Main Street.
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TRAIL MARKER 18 
ARCADIA

PORTRUSH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Portrush Presbyterian Church was built in 1843, around 
the same period as the Church of Ireland, Methodist and 
Roman Catholic places of worship and during a time of rapid 
expansion in the town. The architect was John Williamson, 
a member of the congregation. Securing money for the 
construction of the church required considerable effort 
by the first minister, Reverend Jonathan Simpson, and he 
travelled 14,000 miles across America and to Scotland to 
raise the necessary funds.

The building was extended in 1861, to accommodate a 
larger congregation following the 1859 Religious Revival, 
and again in 1920 to increase the capacity from 600 to 900 
worshippers. A schoolhouse and lecture hall were also built 
in the grounds during the 1850s and during the twentieth 
century it was extended to hold three classrooms. The 
building was listed in 1977.
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MISS RICE AND ROCK RYAN 
Miss Rebecca Rice invested her family fortune in seaside 
properties which she rented to tourists including an 
imposing villa called Rock Ryan House. Throughout her life 
she supported many different charities and, when she died 
in 1875, aged 84, a generous proportion of her inheritance 
was shared among these worthy causes. Miss Rice 
contributed to the costs of building a seaside promenade 
beside Rock Ryan.

THE ARCADIA CAFÉ, BALLROOM  
& LADIES BATHING PLACE 
The Arcadia Café was built in 1911 by local business partners 
John Campbell and Robert A. Chalmers who owned a 
grocers shop on Main Street. The site had previously been 
called the Rock Shop and the original premises were a 
“garden roof café…overlooking the ladies’ bathing place” 
which could accommodate 200 people. The location 
added to the popularity of the venue and customers were 
entertained by Madame Levantes’ Ladies’ Orchestra as they 
enjoyed the spectacular sea view. 

In later years, another storey was added and further 
expansion included a ballroom in 1953 where concerts and 
dances were held (now demolished). Popular showbands 
performed at the Arcadia during the 1950s and 1960s, 
including local favourites the Dave Glover Showband. In 
addition to a café, the Arcadia now also includes an upstairs 
function room which was the original ballroom used for tea 
dances and concerts.
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TRAIL MARKER 19 
CRAIG VARA TERRACE

ADAM CLARKE MEMORIAL CHURCH 
Dr. Adam Clarke was born in Tobermore, 
Co. Londonderry and held the most senior 
position in the entire Methodist Church in 
1806, 1810 and 1826. The present church 
was consecrated in 1887 and replaced an 
earlier building completed in 1832.

It is one of the few Methodist churches to 
have a bell. The bell was made in Amsterdam 
in 1681. It was gifted to the church by Dr. 
Clarke, who received it from the Duke of Newcastle, a 
former ambassador to Russia. On his retirement, Dr Clarke 
returned to Ireland and began an ambitious plan to open 

six schools and 
chapels for the poor. 
Tragically, Dr. Clarke 
died in 1832 before 
he could see the 
building completed in 
Portrush. The obelisk 
was erected in 1859 
on ground behind the 
church to mark the 
centenary of Clarke’s 
birth. It was moved to 
its present position 
in 1916.
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PORTRUSH POST OFFICE 
Portrush Post Office was built in 1908 to cope with the huge 
demand created by the mail order service offered by the 
White House department store. It was the biggest and most 
modern provincial Post Office in Ireland. 

Every December since 1899, Henry Hamilton’s popular 
store had published 20,000 copies of a colourful catalogue 
called the “White House Budget”. As the Christmas season 
began in 1906, the latest list of “Irish homespuns, hosiery 
and lace, Irish china and hand-embroidered Irish linen” was 
dispatched, for free, to thousands of eager customers. 

A century later, the premises are now a public library, with 
the upper floors converted into apartments.
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TRAIL MARKER 20 
EAST STRAND

JAMES KELLY, BOAT BUILDER
In the late nineteenth century, James Kelly’s reputation 
brought him orders from across Ireland. His boats were 
for “pleasure, fast sailing and sea fishing” and he became 
famous for building a traditional boat called a Drontheim 
which was favoured by Causeway fishermen. Other  
well-known Portrush boat builders include Master boat 
builders John Hopkins and William Gregg.

HOCKEY CUP WINNERS 
The Portrush men’s hockey team won the Irish Junior Cup 
in Dublin in April 1932. They were part of a historic sporting 
hat-trick, sharing the glory with Cliftonville and Ards as all 
three Irish hockey cups came to Northern Ireland. Portrush 
won the Junior Cup two more times, in 1943 and 1946.
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TO THE PEOPLE OF THE SEA 
This bronze sculpture was created by Holger Lonze, a 
German artist now living in Ireland. It stands 4.2m high and 
was erected in 2011. Lonze took his inspiration from the 
rich maritime culture of Portrush. The sculpture takes its 
influence from both sails and the sea alike. A Drontheim’s 
passage rig becomes a metaphor for the curving surface of 
the sea; the flapping sails of a jibing yawl morph into crests 
of breaking hollow waves as the billowing canvas is turned 
into sheets of glistening bronze.

The work was nominated for the prestigious Marsh Award 
for Excellence in Public Sculpture in 2012.

WHITE ROCKS
The name White Rocks is derived from the magnificent 
white chalk cliffs that date to the Cretaceous Period. A thick 
layer of black basalt caps this white chalk, evidence that lava 
flowed over this area during the Palaeogene Period.
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TRAIL MARKER 21 
CAUSEWAY STREET

PALLADIUM BALLROOM 
When the Palladium Ballroom opened in 1939, it offered 
young people a balcony milk bar and café that could hold 
150 people, a live big band on stage and a sprung maple 
wooden floor for the perfect dancing experience. The 
resident band, Dick Love and his Dance Orchestra, often 
played radio broadcasts from the Palladium Ballroom. It 
is now the parish hall for the nearby St. Patrick’s Roman 
Catholic Church.

ST. PATRICK’S  
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
In previous centuries, there was only a small Roman Catholic 
population in the Portrush area. Mass would be celebrated 
by a visiting priest from a neighbouring parish. At one 
time, around 1800, the priest stopped celebrating mass 
altogether exclaiming “How can I? There is only one Catholic 
in Portrush and she is married to a Protestant!” 

Half a century later, Portrush was a thriving town and 
the congregation quickly grew, with building work for St. 
Patrick’s Roman Catholic Church commencing in 1845. Over 
the next six years, progress was steady as more money was 
raised by the congregation and the church was completed 
and dedicated on 17 August 1851.The neighbouring parish 
school building was erected in 1855, followed by a parochial 
house in 1859, and a teacher’s residence. In 1937, an 
extension to the church increased the capacity from 300 to 
750 parishioners.
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HOME OF FRED DALY MBE,  
CHAMPION GOLFER 
Fred Daly, world famous golfer, was born here on 11 
October 1911. In 1947 at Royal Liverpool Golf Club he made 
sporting history, becoming the first Irish player to win the 
Open Championship since its inception in 1860. The son 
of a blacksmith, Fred was also the first player from the 
Emerald Isle to play in the Ryder Cup, representing GB&I in 
1947, 1949, 1951, and 1953. A three-times British Matchplay 
champion (1947, 1948 and 1952), Fred was awarded an 
MBE in 1984 for services to golf. 

His achievements in golf are recognised by 
the Blue Plaque, awarded by the Ulster 
Historical Circle, on his house beside the 
former Palladium Ballroom (now St Patrick’s 
Hall). This is a private residence.

Fred Daly arriving back in Belfast with the Claret Jug after 
his Open triumph in 1947. Hoisting Fred on the right is Max 
Faulkner, who travelled on the steamer from Liverpool with 

his father Gus, and Harry Bradshaw. Courtesy of PRONI.
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TRAIL MARKER 22 
DUNLUCE AVENUE
Your location at the top of Dunluce Avenue brings you close 
to the place where golf in Portrush started in 1888. Facing 
South towards the rising farmland in the Townlands of 
Ballywillan, Corrstown and Magheramenagh is the site of the 
first golf course.

GOLF IN PORTRUSH 
The first golf course in Portrush opened for play on May 
12, 1888 on land known as “The Big Triangle” now occupied 
by the Dunluce Avenue Car Park, Dunluce Centre, and 
Portrush Primary School. A year later ‘Old’ Tom Morris, the 
legendary four-times Open champion from St Andrews, 
helped design a new 18-hole links course on land extending 
across the Bushmills Road. The County Golf Club, as it was 
originally known, was first awarded Royal patronage in 1892 
and three years later the Prince of Wales (later King Edward 
VII) became the second patron and the club was renamed 
Royal Portrush Golf Club. Golf has been credited as a major 
contributor to the rapid growth of Victorian Portrush.

The earliest clubhouse was a modest, corrugated iron 
structure. A new, purpose-built clubhouse was opened in 
June 1892 at the town end of the Big Triangle - the Royal 
Portrush Ladies’ Branch taking occupancy of the original 
Salisbury Terrace clubhouse. 

The new clubhouse would remain home to Royal Portrush 
Golf Club until 1946, and today it is the headquarters of 
the local branch of the Royal British Legion. The Earl Haig 
Fund was established after the Great War (World War One) 
by Field Marshal Douglas Haig to assist ex-servicemen. 
Now renamed the Royal British Legion, it is a charity which 
continues to provide lifelong support to the Armed Forces 
community - serving men and women, veterans, and  
their families. 
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GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Royal Portrush has hosted more than fifty British and Irish 
national championships. Ireland’s first ever amateur golf 
tournament, the Irish Open Amateur Championship, took 
place at Portrush in 1892; the first professional tournament 
in 1895; and in 1951 the coveted Open Championship - the 
only occasion golf’s oldest Major has been staged outside 
Scotland and England. It returned for a second time in 2019.

FAMOUS GOLFERS 
Many famous golfers have played at Royal Portrush, 
including a legendary trio with 24 Major titles, Gary Player, 
Arnold Palmer, and Tom Watson. Local heroes of a more 
recent vintage include Graeme McDowell, Darren Clarke, 
and Rory McIlroy. Amongst the esteemed lady golfers 
at Portrush were two early winners of the Ladies’ British 
Amateur Championship - May Hezlet (1899, 1902 and 1907) 
and Rhona Adair (1900 and 1903).

May Hezlet c.1907 (above). 
In 1999 the Irish Times noted 

that May Hezlet was probably 
Ireland’s greatest woman golfer. 

She was the author of the 
famous golfing book published 

in 1904 called Ladies’ Golf.

Fred Daly 1947, 
Champion Golfer with 

the World Famous 
Claret Jug.
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RELAXING LOCATIONS
1. AMPHITHEATRE
PORTRUSH, BUSHMILLS & GIANT’S CAUSEWAY TRAMWAY

The Portrush, Bushmills 
& Giant’s Causeway 
Tramway commenced 
operations in 1883. It was 
the first hydro-electric 
powered tramway in the 
world. The brainchild 
of its engineer, William 
Traill, from Ballylough 
near Bushmills it was 
conceived primarily as 

a means of transporting limestone and iron ore to Portrush 
Harbour for export to Great Britain. Early investors included 
William Thompson, later Lord Kelvin, and Charles Siemens 
both of whom were involved in research and development 
of electric traction and generation. Although the mineral 
traffic failed to develop use by passengers increased 
dramatically and the Tramway became an attraction in 
itself carrying sightseers and tourists from Portrush to the 
Giant’s Causeway. It served through two world wars carrying 
troops to and from military camps in the Causeway area and 
provided a public transport service which did not consume 
vital supplies of petrol. Sadly it declined after the Second 
World War through competition from buses and cars and 
finally ceased operations in 1949.

2. HARBOUR
HARBOUR STONE BINS 

The large concrete 
silos and their conveyor 
bucket system on the 
North pier of Portrush 
harbour were a 
feature of the Portrush 
landscape for nigh on 
sixty years. Known 
to one and all as the 
“Stone Bins” they were 
constructed (1912-1914) 

by the Portrush Columnar Basalt Company Ltd. to store 
crushed basalt stone from their quarry at Craigahulliar. 
Standing eighty feet (24.5 metres) tall the Stone Bins were 
a Portrush landmark for many years. They could be filled 
over a period of time by stone carted from the quarry and 
tipped into a large receiver pit sunk into the pier from which 
a mechanical bucket conveyor lifted the stones to the top of 
the silos from where they were directed by a chute into the 
four silos. This very high quality crushed basalt stone was in 
great demand for road building across the British Isles and 
many ships carried it from Portrush as profitable ballast, 
having delivered coal to Watts coal-yard at the harbour in 
addition to those larger ships which came specifically to 
collect it. Steam Coasters and Puffers were regularly to be 
seen being loaded with stone by long chutes which could be 
lowered from the bases of the silos directly into their holds. 
Demand for stone decreased with time and the stone bins 
became derelict and were totally demolished in 1983.
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3. REVIGGERLY   
MARY MURPHY
Mary Murphy, the Portrush giantess, lived near the 
harbour in the 1690s. She was over seven feet tall and was 
described as ‘very well proportioned with a handsome 
face’.  Mary had many suitors but she turned them all 
down in favour of a French sea captain who happened 
to be passing through Portrush.  He exhibited her at 

freak sideshows in England and France; she is said to have 
danced an Irish jig and sung a folk song for King William 
and Queen Mary for which she was paid one guinea.  Sadly, 
however, the sea captain eventually abandoned her and she 
died penniless in Paris.

VIKINGS
From here look out at the Skerry Islands, so called not 
because they are scary but because their name comes 
from a Viking word meaning sea rocks.  In modern 
times, many ships including the fishery protection 
vessels, have sought shelter in the Skerry Roads.  Viking 
ships must have paused here before sailing up the River 
Bann to Lough Neagh and beyond, plundering monasteries 
as they went.  There is a legend that local chieftains fought 
a great battle with the Vikings on the East Strand.  The War 
Hollow, on Royal Portrush Golf Course is so named because 
a quantity of battle-scarred human bones was found there. 
Local legend claims this as the site of the battle.

TAVISH DHU
The pirate Tavish Dhu or Black Tavish, perhaps so called 
because of his black heart, had a base here on the 
Skerries.  The islands provided a sheltered anchorage 
from where he could lie in wait and attack passing ships. 
Tavish was a supporter of Edward Bruce who, in 1315 with 
his supplies running low, was camped outside Coleraine.  
The pirate attacked the English ships which were bringing 

supplies for the Earl of Ulster and brought them to Edward 
Bruce instead. Tavish is said to be buried on the Skerries - 
with his treasure!  But beware!  The treasure carries a curse 
so if you should find it, it will bring you no good.

MERMAIDS AND SELKIES
Our stories are a mixture of truth and mythology and 
Reviggerly Point is said to be the haunt of Portrush’s 
own mermaid or selkie.  These creatures can shed 
their skin on land and take the form of a beautiful, 
desirable woman whose song is irresistible.  Young 
men, however, take care!  This is not the harmless 
mermaid beloved of Disney. If you fall in love with her and 
manage to keep her on shore by stealing her sea garment 
or skin, she will eventually recover it, return to the sea and 
abandon you breaking your heart.

THE BALLYWILLAN PRINCESS
In 1689 King James was on his way to attack the City of 
Derry/Londonderry.  Around Ballymoney he was delayed 
by bad weather – and the daughter of a local farmer whose 
companionship he enjoyed for a short time.  Eventually he 
went on his way leaving the woman pregnant.  Her daughter, 
whom she named Dorothea, later married a Coleraine 
merchant called Ross.  She died young, legend says in 
childbirth.  Dorothea Ross, illegitimate daughter of James II, 
is buried in Ballywillan old churchyard.  Her flat headstone, 
which bears the Stuart coat of arms and a fleur de lys, is said 
to have been erected by her half-sister Queen Anne.
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4. PORTANDHU

The seas and landscape retain tantalising evidence of 
our maritime past, whether through archaeological finds, 
place names or folklore. For centuries the coastline around 
Portrush has seen many visitors come and go.  Mesolithic 
adventurers made their way along the coast as indicated 
by the many flint artefacts that have been uncovered in and 
around Portrush. A number of Viking hoards have also been 
found and in the townland of Ballywillin there were reports 
of a clinker built boat discovered in a mound of earth that 
contained bones and silver coins. 

Looking out to sea from Portandhu you can see the Giant’s 
Causeway headland in the distance. Close to this lies the 
area known as Port na Spaniagh and Lacada Point. It was 
here on a stormy night in October 1588 that a ship called the 
Girona was wrecked while trying to make for Scotland.  
The Girona was part of the Spanish Armada, a fleet of ships 
that had set sail to assist in an attempt to invade England 
and overthrow Queen Elizabeth I.

The ship was dashed to pieces on the rocks and it is 
believed that only five of the many hundreds of men on 
board survived. The survivors were brought to Dunluce 
Castle where they were given shelter by Sorley Boy 
MacDonnell before being sent to Scotland to get passage 
home. Later in the 1590s several of the ship’s cannon were 
pulled out of the sea and mounted on the castle walls  
of Dunluce.

The location of the shipwreck faded from memory and 
it was not until 1968 that many of the Girona’s artefacts 
were recovered by professional diver Robert Sténuit. He 
recovered gold chains, diamond rings and gold sword hilts, 
many of which can be viewed today in the Ulster Museum in 
Belfast. The site of the Girona is now a designated Historic 
Wreck Site under the Protection of Wrecks Act, 1973 and 
diving is prohibited within a three hundred metre area of  
the site. 

The waters around Portrush were known to Breton fishing 
men and in 1606 Sir Thomas Phillips remarked that Breton 
fishermen had been coming to Portrush for quite a while to 
fish for dogfish and rays, both of which were considered 
delicacies, especially in Spain.

In 1630 a salmon fishing station is recorded at Portrush 
which was part of a thriving network of salmon fisheries 
along the north coast. The salmon trade continued into the 
19th century with many ships calling into Portrush to restock 
for ice. A large fleet of smacks carried salmon from Ballina 
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and Ballyshannon finally ending up in Liverpool. There was a 
five pound prize for the first vessel to reach Liverpool which 
was generally won by a smack called the Benbulbin Hawk 
which was manned by a Portrush crew.

With the arrival of steam passenger ships Portrush thrived 
as the Queen of Northern Watering Places and many 
day trippers and seasonal workers lined the quay as they 
travelled back and forth across the water.

Boat building was an important part of the town’s history 
with Kelly’s boat yard located at east strand. James Kelly 
produced many Drontheim boats which is the traditional 
wooden boat for the north and west coastal areas of Ireland 
and Scotland. It is a double ended clinker built boat, whose 
origins stretch back in time to the Viking influence. 

Today, Portrush is still very much a maritime town. The 
harbour is still the focal point of the town; the lifeboat is 
crewed by local men and women and it remains vital to 
the welfare of our mariners; the shoreline is crowded with 
surfers, swimmers, leisure boaters and there are thriving 
charter and watersports activities for sailors, anglers, 
marine tourists, sub-aqua divers, surfers and paddleboard 
enthusiasts.

As a designated Area of Special Scientific Interest, Portrush 
can be assured that it will be protected for generations  
to come.
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5. COASTAL  ZONE
MARINE WILDLIFE

Approximately half of Northern Ireland’s wildlife and habitats 
lie below the sea. Our marine environment is especially rich 
due to the region’s geographic position at a junction of 
cold northern Arctic and warm southern Lusitanian waters. 
Our underwater habitats range from the species-rich reefs 
and sandbanks in the seas around Portrush to the diverse 
sponge reef communities of Rathlin Island to the fantastic 
large underwater sand formations just off the Giant’s 
Causeway. The local marine area is internationally important 
and was designated a marine Special Area of Conservation 
(SAC) in 2017. Known as the Skerries and Causeway SAC, 
it was the first marine protected area in the UK for harbour 
porpoise. 

Between Ramore Head and the Skerries, turbulent deep 
Atlantic waters converge and diverge, spilling over jagged 
submarine reefs and enriching the sea to create the diverse 
coast. The recent Joint Irish Bathymetric Survey (JIBS) 
project used multibeam sonar to produce high resolution 
maps of the seabed around the north coast, including 
Portrush, giving information on seabed type to a one  
metre accuracy. 

Ramore Head provides an exceptional year round vantage 
point to look for whales, dolphins and porpoises, known 
collectively as cetaceans (derived from the Latin word cetus, 
used to refer to a large sea creature and the Greek word 
ketos meaning sea monster). Bottlenose dolphins can also 
be regularly observed, feeding close to shore.

The beautifully streamlined Minke whale is Northern Ireland’s 
most commonly encountered baleen whale and can be seen 
surfacing to breathe when feeding on herring and mackerel. 
Early mornings and evenings provide the best sea conditions 
to watch for cetaceans around Portrush. Killer whales, 
Risso’s dolphins and common dolphin are also occasionally 
seen in the area. 
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During the summer months huge basking sharks can be 
seen feeding and even breaching clear of the waters all 
around Portrush. You may even see tropical ocean sunfish, 
the world’s heaviest bony fish, as they float on their sides 
flicking their short pectoral fins up and down. Occasionally, 
sailors and fishermen encounter rare leatherback turtles off 
the north coast; these are the deepest diving and widest 
ranging reptiles on earth and grow to an impressive 3 
metres in length. 

Cetaceans, seals, seabirds, basking sharks and marine turtles 
are all protected by law, making it an offence to disturb, 
injure or kill them. Marine conservation officers from DAERA 
Marine & Fisheries Division regularly patrol the area by boat 
and land in order to monitor and safeguard the protection 
of these charismatic species. The outdoor viewing platform 
at Portrush Coastal Zone provides an excellent vantage 
point to watch our diverse marine environment. Visitors 
are welcome to view the aquaria, whale bones and seabird 
exhibits when the centre is open to the public during the 
summer months.
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6. ANTRIM GARDENS
CORRSTOWN

Corrstown is a townland located within the outskirts of 
Portrush. Aerial photographs of the area had shown a 
circular feature in a heavily cultivated field but other than 
that there was no indication of what lay underneath.  In 
2002 an excavation in advance of development works was 
undertaken into what was initially thought to be a small 
prehistoric settlement. But as the topsoil was stripped away 
the extent of the archaeology became clear. What was 
discovered would change our understanding of life in the 
Bronze Age on the island of Ireland. Seventy-four houses 
which ranged from circular to oval in plan were excavated. 
Subsequent radiocarbon dating placed the settlement in the 
Middle Bronze Age (c.1700-1200 BC). What was uncovered 
provided extensive evidence for a settled and organised 
Middle Bronze Age village that thrived at Corrstown for 
over 200 years. The houses were part of a complex and 
structured settlement with some of the houses linked 
through sunken cobbled pathways and a roughly cobbled 
road that ran through the eastern side of the site.

To sustain a settlement of this size the surrounding 
landscape would have been managed and maintained to 
provide sustainable food sources. While no animal bones 
survived due to the acidity of the soil it was possible to 
analyse the charred seeds that had been recovered during 
the excavation. Results show that the cultivation of the 
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land seems to have focused on barley production. The 
excavation recovered many artefacts including thousands 
of pieces of flint and pottery. Within the wider landscape 
further evidence of Bronze Age activity is found through 
the presence of standing stones. The excavations also 
uncovered the remains of a ploughed out rath, a souterrain 
(a man-made underground cave or passage) and faint traces 
of a rectangular structure. The importance of Corrstown 
in terms of adding to the story of our past cannot be 
underestimated. Examinations of the findings from the 
excavation continue to provide exciting results and it is 
clear that many more discoveries will be uncovered through 
further research.



7. ARCADIA 

LADIES’ BATHING PLACE
Men’s bathing had become common throughout the 
Victorian era and in the 1880s the beach area beside the 
Arcadia was set aside for ladies only. The area was strictly 
controlled and the women wore full body bathing suits, as 
befitting of the period. Old photographs clearly show small 
crowds of gentlemen standing at the perimeter fences, 
‘admiring the view’. The early Arcadia Cafe buildings all 
included changing facilities to the rear with steps leading 
down into the water to protect the ladies’ modesty.

ARCADIA BALLROOM
From its opening in 1953 the Arcadia Ballroom became 
well known throughout the British Isles. The Dave Glover 
Showband was resident from 1953 to 1960 and thereafter 
the venue hosted many famous Irish Showbands and 
renowned Dance Bands such as Joe Loss and His Orchestra. 
During the 1970s rock, pop and punk bands all played the 
Arcadia but changing holiday tastes and new attractions 
saw the demise of the ballroom and its conversion into 
an amusement arcade and snooker hall before being 
demolished during the 1990s.

56 57

8. EAST STRAND 
BATTLES, BURIALS & BONES 
From East Strand along the shoreline you will come to 
Curran point. Here amongst the sand dunes there are 
reports of many archaeological finds. The Ordnance Survey 
Memoirs refer to small mounds of stone and shells being 
exposed following winter storms. Large quantities of human 
bones were discovered and they were of exceptional size 
when compared to modern day remains.  Items of metal 
were also uncovered and described weapons of defence 
adding speculation to the local legend that many battles had 
been fought in the area.  

Heading towards White Rocks several other archaeological 
sites have been noted. White Rocks would have provided an 
accessible flint source and an excavation in 1971 produced 
flint implements that indicated that much of the flint had 
been extracted as flint nodules from the local chalk cliffs. 
A stone lined pit called a cist was discovered containing a 
burial and a fragment of a burnt saddle quern stone used for 
grinding cereals. Dating from the Middle Bronze Age it adds 
to our knowledge of the importance of the area during  
this time.
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9. WEST BAY 
VISITS BY ROYAL NAVY BATTLESHIPS 

In July 1925, H.M.S. 
Hood, the largest battle 
cruiser in the world at 
that time, sailed into the 
West Bay and found 
the town bedecked with 
bunting and flags in 
anticipation of her visit. 

Special excursion trains arrived from Belfast packed with 
curious sightseers and hundreds of people gathered daily 
on Ramore Head to see the huge vessel.  In total, 10,000 
people are reported to have boarded the ship on guided 
tours during its five day visit.

Tragically, sixteen years later, a young Portrush sailor named 
George Shearer was lost when Hood was sunk by the 
Bismark with the loss of 1,500 lives.

In 1930, another huge battleship arrived, H.M.S. Rodney.   
The most important ceremony during its visit was the 
naming of a new street, off the Crocknamack Road, called 
Rodney Street.  On leaving, the crew were presented with 
special gifts, including a new ship’s cat, also named Rodney!

The following July, six destroyers spent a few days as guests 
of Portrush and a succession of other ships followed each 
year before the outbreak of World War II, including H.M.S. 
Nelson in 1938, the sister ship of H.M.S. Rodney.

INTERNATIONAL NORTH WEST 200 
The North West 200 is a motorcycle race that takes place 
on the road between the towns of Portrush, Portstewart 
and Coleraine. The prefix of “200” refers to the distance of 
200 miles over which the early competitors were expected 
to race. 

The inaugural North West 200 took place on 20 April 1929.
starting from Magherabuoy crossroads just South of the 
town of Portrush.  The riders raced on public roads and 
covered 18 laps of the 11 miles 110 yards on the coastal 
circuit. Only eight of the 31 riders completed the race and it 
was won by Belfast rider W.J. McCracken.  Over the years, 
the North West 200 has evolved into the largest annual 
sporting event in Ireland with over 100,000 spectators. 
The races still take place on public roads and begin with a 
mass start but the laps are shorter and the races are only 
4–5 laps.  It is now a week long festival. Local riders such as 
the Dunlop family, Alastair Seeley and Philip McCallen have 
all achieved success at the North West 200 and the huge 
crowds are treated to incredible feats of skill as the riders 
duel on the roads at speeds in excess of 200mph.
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LOCAL HERITAGE SITES
DUNLUCE CASTLE

Sited on the dramatic coastal cliffs of north County Antrim, 
the iconic ruin of Dunluce Castle bears witness to a long 
and tumultuous history.  The earliest written record of the 
castle was in 1513, when it was inhabited by the MacQuillan 
family, but this location was occupied even before that 
and the existence of a rock-cut souterrain suggests an 
Early Christian period settlement here. It was seized by the 
ambitious MacDonnell clan in the 1550’s, who set about 
stamping their mark on the castle under the leadership of 
the famous chieftain Sorley Boy MacDonnell during an era 
of violence, intrigue and rebellion. A Dunluce Castle app for 
iPhone and Android devices is available free of charge from 
the App Store and Google Play. 

https://www.glenarmcastle.com/dunluce-castle

BUSHMILLS DISTILLERY         

Bushmills Irish Whiskey is made at the world’s oldest 
licensed whiskey distillery which is just 6 miles from 
Portrush. The original grant to distil was signed in 1608 
by King James 1st and there has been distillation on this 
site ever since, using the unique water from their own 
stream and Irish barley. The Bushmills Brand Experience 
encompasses guided tours around a working distillery 
with all the associated sights and smells, tutored whiskey 
tastings, a specialist whiskey shop and a well-stocked gift 
shop. The Distillery Tour Centre is open 7 days a week.

https://www.bushmills.com/
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RATHLIN ISLAND
Located at the 
edge of Atlantic 
Ocean, Rathlin 
Island is home to a 
spectacular array 
of wildlife and 
legendary stories.
Today the island 
promises to wrap 
your mind and soul 
in calm delight with 
your journey to 
the island retreat 
starting with a short, 

20 minute ferry crossing from the town of Ballycastle and its 
seaside charm. 
Grab a seat on the top deck of the boat, your trip may be 
escorted by a shoal of dolphins and your arrival welcomed 
by seals, basking in the bright Atlantic sunlight. Explore 
the island’s 3 lighthouses on foot, bike or by boat but do 
not leave without visiting the RSPB West Light Sea Bird 
Centre were a chorus of puffins, guillemots and kittiwake 
will welcome your arrival to Ireland’s only upside down 
lighthouse. If accommodation is required you will be greeted 
with entertaining chat, good food and a pint in Church Bay. 
Ask the locals to tell you the tale of Robert the Bruce, a cave 
and a persistent spider, finally check out the island’s free 
Boathouse museum for a great insight into island life.  

http://www.rathlincommunity.org/

GIANT’S CAUSEWAY

The Giant’s Causeway, Northern Ireland’s first UNESCO 
World Heritage Site, is a geological wonder and home to 
a wealth of history and legend. The 40,000 basalt stone 
columns left by volcanic eruptions 60 million years ago are 
now looked after by the National Trust, Europe’s largest 
conservation charity. 

The state-of-the-art interpretation within the award-winning 
Visitor Centre helps unlock  the mystery and stories of 
this amazing place. Visitors can explore way-marked trails 
across the site. The Visitor Experience charge includes use 
of audio-guides, available in 11 languages, or the option 
to take an hourly guided tour with a member of the team. 
Parking on site is limited and reserved for members and 
visitors availing of the Visitor Experience. Charges raised by 
visitor tickets helps the National Trust to look after the site 
and support conservation work across Northern Ireland.

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/giants-causeway
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CARRICK-A-REDE ROPE BRIDGE

High above the waves the creak of wooden slats in the 
rushing wind. The  waves swirling in beneath your feet and 
the salty spray in your nostrils. The Carrick-a-Rede rope 
bridge has woven its way between Carrick Island and the 
mainland for over 250 years. Swaying 30 metres above 
the ocean might not seem like the most relaxing way to 
undertake this 20-metre journey, but things have come a 
long way. Back in the 1970s, this crossing comprised just one 
handrail and a handful of gapped wooden planks. Today, 
although there’s a subtle shake to this sturdy bridge – just 
enough to thrill you – you’re in far safer hands. 

Please note that a timed ticketing system is in place at 
Carrick-a-Rede and you can now book online via:  
http://carrickaredetickets.com

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/carrick-a-rede

DOWNHILL DEMESNE

Mussenden Temple is located in the beautiful surroundings 
of Downhill Demesne near Castlerock in County 
Londonderry. It perches dramatically on a 120 ft cliff top, 
high above the Atlantic Ocean on the north-western coast 
of Northern Ireland, offering spectacular views westwards 
over Downhill Strand towards Magilligan Point and County 
Donegal and to the east Castlerock beach towards 
Portstewart, Portrush and Fair Head. The temple was built 
in 1785 and forms a part of the estate of Frederick Augustus 
Hervey, Bishop of Derry and Earl of Bristol (or the Earl 
Bishop). The temple was built as a summer library and its 
architecture was inspired by the Temple of Vesta in Tivoli, 
near Rome.

https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/downhill-demesne-and-hezlett-house
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FAMILY SPONSORS OF TRAIL MARKERS  
& RELAXING LOCATIONS

02

03
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Portrush Heritage Group is indebted to the following 
who have supported the “Discover Portrush Heritage 
Experience” through sponsoring a Trail Marker (TM) or 
Relaxing Location (RL). We invite you to read the family 
messages.

Station Square Canon John McKegney. Sharing 
the joy of the thousands of children who arrived 
on Sunday School Excursion Trains to enjoy the 
delights of Portrush.

Amphitheatre Michael Gilmore.  In memory of 
all the American servicemen who stayed in and 
loved Portrush during WW2. Their sacrifice for 
our freedom on D-Day and beyond will never be 
forgotten.

Town Hall Kristina and Lisa. Barry’s, creating fun 
for all the family for almost a century, are delighted 
to support the “Discover Portrush Heritage 
Experience” Guide Book and App.

Lifeboat House Chambers Family. In memory 
of Karl, Gilbert and Derek Chambers. All past 
mechanics of Portrush Lifeboat. So proud to follow 
in their footsteps. Anthony Chambers.

Harbour O’Neill Family, Mack O’Neill who was born 
and lived at the harbour. Mack dedicated his life to 
the sea through fishing, the lifeboat and coastguard 
service and the harbour environment in general  
and he was greatly respected and rewarded  
for his endeavours.

Harbour McGrattan Family (Ken and Ray). “Our dad, 
Hugh was born on the peninsula, in old Ramore 
Street, with the sea on three sides. The sound of 
the waves was a constant reminder that the Atlantic 
was mere yards away”.

North Pier Anderson Family. Remembering Harbour 
Master, local historian and author, Captain Robert 
Anderson, a gentleman and family man. His passion 
for local and maritime history will endure through 
his books and community connections.

Lower Main Street McNally Family.  In memory of 
John and Madeline McNally with love and thanks for 
the many happy memories of life in lower  
Main Street.

Recreation Grounds Hunt Family, Captain W R 
Shutt MC who was the first entertainments officer 
in Portrush for over 40 years. His dedication to the 
creation of the recreation grounds, his infamous 
firework displays and programmed events are still 
remembered by many today, and his well known 
finale to all “Say your Goodnights on the Hill”.
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Ramore Head Elizabeth Hassan. Remembering 
Dessie Hassan born in Ramore Street. Family man, 
scholar, golfer and a loyal son of Portrush. Ramore 
Head was our favourite walk both with Children  
and without.

Reviggerly Murphy Family. In memory of Barry 
Murphy and the happy times he spent with his 
family, fishing, swimming and watching the sunset 
off Portrush.

Old Lifeboat House Paul Ross. In memory of the 
Ross Family of Ramore Street and Garden Court and 
their association with this location as Lifeboat men, 
Fishermen and Coastguard (LSC).

Portandhu Harbour John Moore.  In memory of my 
Grandparents John and Emily Logan of Princess 
Street  Portrush and my mother, their daughter 
Daisy and many happy days playing and fishing  
in Portandhu. 

Portandhu Kerry Gregg In memory of Billy Gregg, 
master boat builder and fisherman who worked out 
of this harbour for many years. Thanks for the  
good times.

Bath Road Family McNeary. For Portrush memories 
made and many more to come. 

Coastal Zone Brolly Family - in memory of  
Jeannie and Jim Brolly who brought us to  
Portrush in 1949.

Antrim Gardens Arthur Byrne. In memory of the 
Byrne and Martin families who lived at the corner 
of Main Street / Antrim Gardens. Many happy times 
playing with my brother Martin in Antrim Gardens.

Antrim Gardens Sheila Hamilton (Stirrup). 
Remembering my father, George Hamilton, who was 
born in Garden Court Portrush. His Irish heartbeat is 
forever here.

Bath Street Jim Cavalleros. In memory of James 
Wallace McCallum, businessman and Town 
Councillor and his niece, Jane Cavalleros (née 
McCallum) formally of ‘Seacrest’, Bath Street. 

Blue Pool McFadden Family. 1957 arrived in 
Portrush. Walked the town trying to find our new 
home. Arrived at the beautiful Blue Pool. Special 
memories. In memory of the McFadden family.

Salmon Fishery Kirsten and Charles Metson. In 
loving memory of Phil Metson. Life and soul of the 
Fisheries. Always remembered.

Holy Trinity Church & Belfast Bank Haslam Family. 
Five generations of the Haslam Family have 
attended this church for more than 100 years. 
Happy memories growing up in our beautiful town.
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Church Pass Hugh Black. I am very proud to 
sponsor “The Trocadero” site which was owned and 
managed for three generations of the Black family 
in Portrush.

Arcadia Billy O’Neill. Arcadia where Billy and Lily 
O’Neill met on 19th May 1960, still dancing.

Arcadia Jade Thorne. In loving memory of our ould 
da, Elmer Andrews, and the happy memories of 
time spent together on the wee beach and  
around Portrush. 

Craig Vara Terrace Bucukoglu Family. Some of the 
first satellite TV pictures in Northern Ireland were 
received at ATV Portrush, 7 Causeway Street in 
1985.  The TV shop, run by the Bucukoglu family, 
operated 1978-2006.

East Strand Ursula and Colette (nee Campbell).  
East Strand memories of hockey, park runs, dog 
walking, beautiful beach and White Rocks.

East Strand Jade Thorne. For Seamus and Saoirse, 
a heartfelt wish that Portrush fills your days with 
happiness and a place to call home forever.  Enjoy 
your memories made and those still to come.

Causeway Street McAleese Family. Happy memories 
of growing up in Causeway Street with Mum and 
Dad (Lily and Hugh), sister Nan and brothers Denny 
and Gerald. And some great neighbours! - Maurice 
McAleese. 

Dunluce Avenue Billy O’Neill and Lily O’Neill (nee 
Staddon). In memory of Sgt Harry Staddon MM and 
his wife Sally who had many happy memories in  
the R.B.L.

West Bay Richard Connor. Generation after 
generation of fishing boats, merchant ships, 
warships and sailing boats, passing through our 
waters. Gaze into distance and imagine the  
journeys these people and craft made.
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Portrush Heritage Group (PHG) was 
established in 2014 by a group of local 
historians. It currently has a membership 
of 120 with its primary aim being:

“To promote and stimulate an 
interest and learning in the heritage 
and character of Portrush and surrounding area and to 
encourage the preservation, protection, development and 
improvement of features of heritage interest in Portrush and 
surrounding area”.

There is more to Discover in Portrush so why not join us on 
this journey:

Web:  www.discoverportrush.com
Facebook:  Portrush Heritage Group
Email:  chairman.portrushheritage@gmail.com

DISCOVER PORTRUSH HERITAGE TRAIL
We invite you to explore the rich, significant natural, historic, 
built and archaeological heritage of Portrush together with 
past traditions and practices. 

Follow the map and watch out for the Heritage Trail Markers 
in the pavement and let this book be your guide to the 
fascinating stories, amazing archaeology and history, cutting 
edge technology, tales of bravery and sadness revealing 
Portrush’s past. 

There are relaxing locations around the Trail, at public 
seating areas, which are marked with        on the map and 
where, whilst taking a short break, you can read a little more 
about a particular topic.

Why not also download our App which is available, free of 
charge, from the App Store and Google Play. On page 1 of 
this Guide there are QR codes that will take you directly 
to the download. Our App makes use of GPS to show you 
places of interest close to your current location where 
automatically-triggered multi-media content will be your 
guide.

We hope you will enjoy this experience as your Guide to 
Discovering Portrush.
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