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Explore the epic landscapes of the North Highlands, filled with spectacular
mountains, deep lochs, sandy beaches and rugged coastal cliffs offering
sweeping views of the sea. Circled by the North Coast 500 driving route
(Scotland’s answer to Route 66), the area is rich
in history with castles, ancient archaeological
sites, museums, heritage centres and more.
Look out for whales and dolphins on a wildlife
tour, or get active and go walking and hiking;
mountain biking; and fishing to name a few
of the activities to be enjoyed here. Don’t
miss the fantastic local produce, beers and
whiskies during your visit.
Throughout 2018, the Year of Young People
will showcase Scotland’s creative youth,
and open up a variety of events, festivals
and activities for the whole family to get
involved in.
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NORTH HIGHLANDS

north highlands

AT A GLANCE

Taobh-tuath na Gàidhealtachd
aig aon sealladh

Suilven and Loch
Druim Suardalain

The wild beauty of the North Highlands will take your breath away. Think ancient mountains,
dramatic coastline and nature reserves teeming with wildlife. Throughout the area, you’ll
come across plenty of picturesque towns and great attractions, from ruined cliff-top castles to
fascinating museums. Here are just some of the brilliant things you can see and do:
Black Isle, Mid Ross and
Easter Ross

Explore the picturesque villages of
the Black Isle, such as Fortrose and
Rosemarkie.
Tour Glenmorangie Distillery to
learn how whisky is made or the
Black Isle Brewery to see the craft
involved in brewing organic beer
first-hand.
Look out for dolphins playing off
the coast at Chanonry Point near
Fortrose, or head to the RSPB Nigg
Bay nature reserve to see seals,
wader birds and wildfowl.

Wester Ross

Spot whales, dolphins and even
white-tailed sea eagles off the coast
by Gairloch.
VISITSCOTLAND.COM

The towering grandeur of
Torridon’s magnificent mountains
are an awesome sight and include
the mighty Beinn Eighe, which
features two challenging Munros
as well as the wreck of a Lancaster
Bomber aircraft that crashed here
in 1951. On the northern side of the
mountain is the UK’s first National
Nature Reserve.

including curlews, shelducks and
oystercatchers.

Catch the sweet scent of exotic
blooms at Inverewe Garden and
Estate, get up close to nature on a
stroll around the estate’s trail paths
and visit the charming white-washed
house at the centre of the garden.

Visit the Timespan Museum and
Arts Centre in Helmsdale for a
fascinating look into the area’s
past.

Mid and East Sutherland

Discover a wealth of wildlife at the
Loch Fleet National Nature Reserve,

Explore the fairytale Dunrobin Castle,
seat of Clan Sutherland near Golspie.
Tee off on the championship golf
course at Royal Dornoch or get on
your bike and check out the Kyle
of Sutherland or Highland Wildcat
mountain bike trails.

Pop into Dornoch Cathedral and
see the three beautiful stainedglass windows which were donated
in memory of Andrew Carnegie who
spent his summers in the area.

NORTH HIGHLANDS AT A GLANCE
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HIGHLIGHTS
Enjoy an epic adventure
along the 500-mile North
Coast 500 driving route,
Scotland’s answer to Route
66. Plan your trip at
www.northcoast500.com
Explore nine fantastic
snorkelling sites on the
North West Highlands
Snorkel Trail from An Dun
near Gairloch to Bay of
Clachtoll near Lochinver
and look out for small sea
squirts, sponges and even
dolphins in the sparkling
waters.

Don’t miss...
Balnakeil Beach near Durness

Caithness and North East
Sutherland

Enjoy a behind-the-scenes tour and
a dram at Old Pulteney Distillery
in Wick.
Soak up the stunning seascapes
at Dunnet Head, the UK’s most
northerly point, and the impressive
Duncansby Stacks near John
O’Groats.
Uncover the area’s history and
geological importance at Caithness
Horizons in Thurso and delve into
its rich heritage at the Caithness
Broch Centre and the wonderfully
preserved Neolithic Grey Cairns of
Camster.
Visit the beautiful Castle and
Gardens of Mey, which was the
Scottish residence of the late
Queen Mother.

North West Sutherland

Explore the true wilderness, history
and geology of the region at the
North West Highlands Geopark,
which includes an excellent visitor
centre at Knockan Crag National
Nature Reserve.
Absorb the spectacular journey to
Cape Wrath Lighthouse, through
the Assynt National Scenic Area,
and further south see the giant
peaks of Suilven and Quinag.
Visit the ruins of Ardvreck Castle on
the banks of Loch Assynt.
Stroll along the beaches of Sango
near Durness and Achmelvich near
Lochinver for stunning sands and
rocky formations.
Take a boat trip from Tarbet near
Scourie to beautiful Handa Island,
home to 200,000 seabirds, including
puffins, Arctic terns and kittiwakes.

The beautiful and diverse
landscape of Assynt, which
features island mountains
(or inselbergs), lochs
and moorland as well as
Britain’s highest waterfall,
Eas a’ Chual Aluinn.
The epic road trip between
Locharron and Applecross,
which crosses the jawdropping Bealach na Ba
(Pass of the Cattle).
Numerous bird species in
the peatland of the RSPB
National Nature Reserve at
Forsinard Flows, including
the hen harrier, dipper and
greenshank.
As you travel north a
prominent monument
stands out on Fyrish Hill to
the north, near Alness - the
Fyrish Monument built in
1782, on the orders of Sir
Hector Munro, 8th Earl of
Novar. Fantastic views and
well worth the walk.

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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NORTH HIGHLANDS

TOUCHING

THE PAST

Buin ri làthean bho chian
With strong Norse and Pictish connections you really can feel the past around you in the North
Highlands. Absorb the jaw-dropping beauty of ancient landscapes in the North West Highlands
Geopark and uncover the region’s history at museums, castles and visitor centres across the area.
Follow the Highland Pictish Trail
and see the mysterious and
beautiful carved stones made by
the Pictish people between the 3rd
and 9th centuries.
Head for Tain, one of Scotland’s
oldest Royal Burghs, and visit the
Tain Through Time museum for a
fascinating glimpse into the Burgh’s
history.
Enjoy a scenic hike through the
dramatic limestone valley in Assynt
and discover the Inchnadamph
Bone Caves, where the ancient
remains of species such as lynx and
polar bear have been found.
Visit the abandoned settlement
of Badbea, one of many villages
which fell victim to the Highland
VISITSCOTLAND.COM

Clearances. Ruined crofts and a
monument to the villagers are all
that remain of this once vibrant
community.
Step back in time at the Timespan
Museum and Arts Centre in
Helmsdale, where you’ll learn
about the area’s history and
geology as you wander around the
croft, smithy and byre.
Watch birds of prey soaring
over the beautiful gardens at
Dunrobin Castle on daily flying
demonstrations and explore the
castle and the castle museum to
see fascinating items including
1,500-year-old Pictish stones.
Whether you’re a member of Clan
Gunn or you just want to learn a bit

more about its history you’ll love a
visit to the Clan Gunn Museum at
Latheron which tracks the clan’s
story from its Norse origins through
to the present day.
Visit the Strathnaver Museum to
see curious historic items which
bring the area to life and follow
the Strathnaver Trail to find
information about Clan Mackay.
Pop into the Hugh Miller Birthplace
Cottage and Museum and learn
about the life of this brilliant 19th
century geologist, writer and folk
historian.
Learn about the booming 19th
century herring fishing industry at
the Wick Heritage Centre, Waterlines
Visitor Centre and Ullapool Museum.

TOUCHING THE PAST
Visit Invergordon and admire
the murals throughout the town
which depict its heritage, including
the Seaforth Highlanders, pipes,
drums and fishing, and pop into the
Invergordon Museum to learn more
about this charming town’s place in
maritime history.
Catch a glimpse into the past
at Neolithic sites in some of the
charming villages of Wester Ross,
including Poolewe, where you can
see an ancient Pictish stone and
Gairloch, which is also home to an
impressive Pictish stone as well as
the remnants of roundhouses.
Look out for the Brahan Seer
Memorial at Chanonry Point,
Fortrose. The stone and plaque
commemorate Coinneach Odhar, a
17th century predictor of the future
believed to have been put to death at
Chanonry Point after foretelling the
downfall of the Earl of Seaforth.

Ardvreck Castle on Loch Assynt

Explore the rich history of places such
as Alness, Applecross, Dunbeath,
Dingwall and Dornoch at their local
heritage centres or museums.
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Did you
know?
The North West Highlands
Geopark is home to some
of the oldest rocks in the
UK – with some 3,000
million years old.

Don’t miss...
The award-winning
Gairloch Heritage Museum,
an excellent library and
resource for tracing your
family roots in the area.
Groam House Museum in
Rosemarkie, which features
15 beautifully carved Pictish
stones amongst its exhibits.
The Tarbat Discovery Centre
at Portmahomack, a gem of
Pictish and local heritage.
The numerous WWII remains
around Loch Ewe, which
formerly served as a base for
Russian Arctic Convoys.
Mary Ann’s Cottage near
Dunnet, where you’ll find
150 years of crofting history
frozen in time.
Caithness Broch Centre
near Wick, to uncover
the importance of these
substantial drystone towers
to the area and visit the
formidable cliff top ruin of
Castle Sinclair Girnigoe.
Caithness Horizons Museum
in Thurso for a brilliant
insight into the area’s past
and heritage.

Groam House Museum, Rosemarkie, Black Isle

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

6

NORTH HIGHLANDS

What to

see
and do

Rudan ri fhaicinn
agus ri dheanamh
As well as spectacular, sweeping landscapes, the North Highlands are studded with plenty of
fantastic attractions to visit as you tour this dramatic part of the country. Enjoy a stroll in a
stunning garden, see Scottish wildlife first-hand and shop for artwork, handmade crafts and
unique gifts to take home.
Take a tour of the Castle and
Gardens of Mey, the stunning
summer residence of the late
Queen Mother. See the beautiful
rooms in the fairy tale castle, the
roses, pansies and marigolds in the
grounds and visit the animal centre
and tearoom.
Soak up the tranquillity of
the Leckmelm Shrubbery and
Arboretum near Ullapool. Planted
in the 1870s and restored in the
1980s, the 12-acre woodland garden
features a huge variety of species
ranging from rhododendrons to
alpines and bamboos.
Explore an oasis of exotic and
vibrantly coloured plants at the
Inverewe Garden and Estate. Look
out for an array of birdlife and
wildlife throughout the year at the
lochside hide.
VISITSCOTLAND.COM

Get your hiking boots on and enjoy
a day out climbing one of the most
distinctive mountains in Scotland,
Suilven in Lochinver, for stunning
views over the surrounding
landscape.
Spot porpoises, otters and seals
in the harbour at Gairloch Marine
Life Centre and enjoy the short but
picturesque walk along the beach
and pier at Gairloch.
Join a wildlife expert on a boat tour
to see basking sharks and dolphins
offshore.
Enjoy great arts and crafts
exhibitions, as well as community
shows, at the Swanson Gallery
and Caithness Horizons in Thurso,
Wick’s St Fergus Art Gallery, the
Solas Art Gallery in Gairloch and
the Rhue Art Gallery in Ullapool.

Shop for handmade pottery,
jewellery and artwork at the Carron
Pottery, Craft Shop and Gallery at
Strathcarron, located in a beautiful
old schoolhouse.
Visit the ANTA Highland Showroom
& Coffee Shop to browse unique
Scottish stoneware, gifts and
homeware that are sold from
Edinburgh to Milan.
Pick up exquisitely scented soaps,
perfumes and crèmes at The
Perfume Studio on the banks of
Loch Ewe, Scotland’s only working
perfume studio, and enjoy a tasty
bite to eat in the Aroma Café.
Browse accessories, clothing and
gifts at Jail Dornoch and pick up
some lovely holiday presents at this
boutique shop which is housed in a
19th century town jail.

WHAT TO SEE AND DO

Did you
know?

Scottish Natural Heritage
have detailed Explore for a
Day itineraries for Easter Ross,
Wester Ross and Caithness
& Sutherland at
www.nature.scot/
explore

Balblair Mountain Bike Trails, near Bonar Bridge
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HIGHLIGHTS
Follow the waymarked
Wester Ross Coastal Trail
through stunning locations
such as Loch Ewe, Beinn
Eighe and Applecross
to take in the best of
the region’s wonderful
coastline.
See children’s toys, games
and clothing from times
gone by at the Highland
Museum of Childhood,
which is located in the
beautiful old train station
building at Strathpeffer.
Discover well-hidden
sculptures, beautiful
collections of plants and
stunning views over to the
Isle of Skye at Attadale
Gardens near Lochcarron.
Explore the winding trails at
Culag Wood near Lochinver.
The area is a wildlife haven
and you may be lucky
enough to see pine martens
and otters.

Don’t miss...
Explore the North West
Highlands Geopark to
uncover a world-class
landscape of significance
and importance to
Scotland’s heritage and
culture.
Visit ceramic artist, Lotte
Glob, at her wonderful
Sculpture Croft, which over
looks the stunning Loch
Eriboll near Durness, to see
her recent works and find
creative inspiration of your
own.
Red Point Beach, near Gairloch

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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NORTH HIGHLANDS

A SENSE OF

ADVENTURE
Spiorad siridh

The Torridon Hills at Upper Loch Torridon

Make memories that will last a lifetime in the natural playground of the North Highlands. Explore
the towering mountains, enchanting waters and sandy beaches of this rugged and dramatic
landscape and try your hand at walking, kayaking, mountain biking, fishing, surfing and more.
On dry land

Experience the joy of ascending one
of the area’s famous mountains.
Striking peaks to consider include
Beinn Eighe, Quinag, Stac Pollaidh,
Fisherfield, Torridon, The Fannichs,
The Deargs and the amazing
inselbergs of Assynt.
Join a guided walk with a qualified
mountain guide who can help you
tackle tougher climbs and get the
best out of your walking adventure.
Ramble along the trails at Balblair
Wood near Bonar Bridge and the
Strathnaver Trail near Tongue.

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

Explore the Applecross peninsula
on foot and uncover beautiful white
coral beaches and stunning views
of Skye to the west.
Breathe in fresh sea air on a coastal
walk at Dunnet Head, the most
northerly point of mainland Britain.
Walk across the clifftop fields
from Duncansby Head near John
O’Groats to be rewarded with
stunning views of the Duncansby
sea stacks.
Follow the trails at the Knockan
Crag NNR, part of the North West
Highlands Geopark, and see rocks
that are around 3,000 million years
old.

Get your adrenaline pumping on
a rock climbing experience with
a skilled guide on the towering
mountains near Gairloch and
Dundonnell or try caving and
potholing in the subterranean
caverns of Assynt’s Inchnadamph.
Explore by bike on one of the many
cycle routes, such as the Inverness
to John O’Groats section of the epic
National Cycle Network Route 1.
Pedal 10 miles of purpose-built
mountain biking trails at Learnie
Red Rock on the Black Isle –
brilliant for riders of all abilities.

A SENSE OF ADVENTURE

Out on the water

Explore deserted beaches and
stunning sea caves by sea kayak at
Lochinver and the Summer Isles,
the end point of the Scottish Sea
Kayak Trail.
Test your surfing skills on the
rugged shoreline of the North West
Highlands, one of Europe’s best
surfing locations. Each year Thurso’s
world-class surf hosts the Scottish
National Surfing Championships.
Head out on the open water on an
unforgettable sailing break around
the spectacular coast. Stop off at
the marina at Wick and mooring
spaces at Ullapool, Scrabster,
Invergordon, Latheron, Lybster,
Brora, Avoch, Fortrose, Lochinver,
Kinlochbervie and Gairloch.
Enjoy a relaxing day’s fishing and
try your hand at catching salmon
on the River Shin, wild brown trout

in quiet lochs of Caithness and
Assynt and common skate while
sea angling offshore.
Explore the sparkling waters of nine
fantastic snorkelling sites on the
North West Highlands Snorkel Trail.

Beaches

Feel your stresses melting away as
you stroll along one of the North
Highlands’ outstanding beaches.
Spectacular beaches to consider
include Achmelvich, Clachtoll,
Sinclair’s Bay, Gairloch, Big Sand,
Gruinard Bay and Red Point.
Wriggle your toes in the magnificent
white sands of Sandwood Bay, the
ultimate secluded beach.
Paddle in the waters of Firemore
Beach which offers the warmest
swimming on the west coast of
Scotland thanks to the warming
effects of the Gulf Stream.
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EXPLORE
MORE

Take to the Highland
Wildcat mountain bike
trails at Golspie and enjoy
the thrilling descent of
Ben Bhraggie, tackling the
various twists and turns
and embracing the jumps
and rock drops.
Why not tackle two
mountains in one day?
Spectacular Ben Hope is the
most northerly Munro and
you can ascend nearby Ben
Klibreck on the same visit.
Enjoy a short woodland
walk from Evanton to the
stunning Black Rock Gorge,
which features in Harry
Potter and the Goblet of Fire.
Discover many golfing
gems throughout the area
including Royal Dornoch,
Tain, Durness and Thurso.

Be safe
Make sure you’re fully
prepared before
attempting to climb any
Scottish mountain
www.mcofs.org.uk/

Smoo Cave, near Durness, Sutherland

Slioch through trees over Loch Maree

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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NORTH HIGHLANDS

HIGHLAND

WILDLIFE

Fìadh-bheatha na Gàidhealtachd

Golden eagle

From rustles in the treetops to splashes by the water’s edge, you’ll often hear Scotland’s curious
critters before you spot them. Take a boat trip to spot dolphins playing in the waters, look out
for red squirrels and deer around the woodlands and keep your eyes peeled for magnificent
birds of prey soaring overhead.
Spot dolphins and other marine
animals in the waters around the
North Highlands.
Head to the Minch, the area
of water separating the North
Highlands and the Outer Hebrides,
for the chance to spot whales,
including humpback, minke, killer
and occasionally sperm whales.
Take a boat trip from Gairloch,
Ullapool, John O’Groats, Wick,
Avoch or Cromarty harbours to get
up close to all sorts of animals.
Look out for guillemots, razorbills
and great skuas on the Handa
Island Nature Reserve. The viewing
hide at Udale Bay RSPB Nature
Reserve on the Black Isle enables
you to get good views of the birds
VISITSCOTLAND.COM

and provides information on what
you might see.
Keep your eyes peeled for the
white-tailed sea eagle, Britain’s
largest bird of prey, at Gruinard
NNR, Loch Maree and Shieldaig.
Watch salmon leaping at Rogie Falls
near Contin and also at the Falls of
Shin, by Lairg, both known for their
famous waterfalls where salmon
leap on their migratory route to the
spawning beds further upstream.
Glimpse red squirrels, pine martens
and roe deer in Balblair Wood near
Bonar Bridge, a tranquil forest area
with a series of nature trails offering
pleasant walks through the Scots
Pine.

Pop into the Seadrift Visitor Centre
at Dunnet Sands to learn about the
rich and varied local wildlife which
can include puffins, terns, otters,
seals, dolphins and whales.
Download a free copy of Go Wild
in Wester Ross for a detailed
guide to all the fascinating animals
and plants you can see there
www.visitwester-ross.com/
wildlife.asp
There is a wealth of wildlife to see
in and around our forests. Take a
look through the wildlife pages,
and discover our favourite animals
- www.scotland.forestry.gov.uk/
activities/wildlife

HIGHLAND WILDLIFE
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Highlights
Watch as herds of Exmoor
ponies roam freely on
Scoraig peninsula, just a
short drive from Ullapool in
Wester Ross.
Look out for buzzards,
dippers and grey herons
at RSPB Fairy Glen near
Rosemarkie and admire the
pathside waterfalls.
Keep your eyes peeled for
otters around Loch Ewe, a
large sea loch bordered by
the magnificent Inverewe
Garden & Estate.

Don’t miss...
Dundonnell and the Ullapool
area are the only places
where there have been
sightings of red squirrels in
the north west.
RSPB Tollie Red Kites near
Dingwall, where you can
see graceful birds of prey up
close and enjoy excellent
views of the bird feeding
table from the visitor centre.
The Loch Fleet National
Nature Reserve near
Golspie, where you might
be lucky enough to spot
pine martins, otters and
seals.

Did you
know?

Discover great places to
enjoy nature, landscapes
and history at
www.nature.scot
Rutting deer

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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Look out for the Taste Our
Best logo as a sign that
great quality Scottish food
and drink is on the menu –
www.visitscotland.com/
tasteourbest

NATURAL
LARDER

Preas-bidhe Nàdair

The Applecross Inn

Succulent meat, fresh seafood, golden beer, hand-crafted bread, luxurious ice cream and
smooth whisky – just some of the mouth-watering food and drink you can sample in the North
Highlands. Look out for restaurants, farm shops, markets and artisan food producers as you
travel around the area.
Sample the culinary delights of
Chez Roux Restaurant at the Inver
Lodge Hotel in Lochinver, where
delicious hearty dishes are served
up using local ingredients from the
sea and land.
For views to die for, don’t miss the
fabulous Gille Brighde Café and
Restaurant which sits right on the
shore of Loch Torridon in Diabaig.
Treat yourself to a Michelin-star
meal at The Albannach Hotel at
Baddidarroch, an intimate setting
of dark wood, rugs and burning log
fires with spectacular views across
Loch Inver to the Atlantic.
Look out for tender, locally
sourced venison on menus around
the area, from fine fillet cuts and
VISITSCOTLAND.COM

warming pies to sausages and
slices of cold smoked venison.

golden pale ales and chocolatey
stouts.

Taste some of the delicious local
delicacies from Mey Selections,
which is part of the North Highland
Initiative. Mey Selections’ beef was
served at the Royal Wedding of
William and Catherine in 2011 and
you can try it too – it’s available
locally from butchers.

Sample locally landed seafood in
thriving fishing villages, such as
Ullapool, where fishermen’s creels
are full of succulent langoustines,
lobsters, scallops and velvet
crabs, or Scrabster, where catches
include fresh haddock, whiting,
lemon sole and monkfish.

Take a tour and enjoy a dram at
several whisky distilleries; Old
Pulteney in Wick, Glenmorangie
near Tain, Clynelish at Brora and
Glen Ord in Muir of Ord.

Visit Ullapool’s Saturday market
to pick up delicious local produce,
including Ullapool Smokehouse’s
quality smoked salmon, kippers,
rainbow trout and oak-smoked
cheeses.

Pop into the Black Isle Brewery
and discover how they craft their
range of organic beers, which
includes refreshing blonde beers,

NATURAL LARDER
Head to Lochinver Larder in
Lochinver village, Sutherland,
to try award-winning pies, all
homemade with scrumptious
fillings, from haggis, neeps and
tatties to chocolate, pear and
apple.
Tuck into unbeatably fresh
seafood at The Captain’s Galley in
Scrabster. In this unique renovated
ice house, with Caithness flagstone
floors and barrel-vaulted ceiling,
the ingredients are fresh from the
pier.
Treat yourself to a sweet ice cream
at Flavours in John O’Groats. Try
ice cream cupcakes or indulge your
sweet tooth on Highlands-made
Caithness fudge.
Discover the tempting tastes
of Scotland’s Chocolate Trail
in remote corners of the North

Highlands. Try luxurious
handmade treats from Caithness
Chocolate in Wick, the best hot
chocolate in the world from Cocoa
Mountain in Durness, or mouthwatering fudge, marshmallows
and truffles by Sugar Croft Faerie
near Loch Ewe. Find out more
about Scotland’s Chocolate Trail at
www.visitscotland.com/see-do/
food-drink/foodie-trails/

Did you
know?
You’ll find exquisite
chocolates made by hand
at Cocoa Mountain
in Balnakeil.
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HIGHLIGHTS
Visit the shop or take a
saturday tour of the Cromarty
Brewery on the Black Isle
– try Brewed Awakening a
coffee-infused stout, or the
pale ale Happy Chappy.
Head to the Dornoch Farmers’
Market, held on the first
Wednesday of every month
from May to September,
to try fresh produce from
around the Highlands.
Tuck into a hot snack,
sandwich or delicious home
baking at The Storehouse,
Foulis Ferry by the Cromarty
Firth or pick up local produce
from the farm shop.

DON’T MISS...
Mackays Hotel in Wick,
serving Mey Selections
beef and Scrabster-landed
seafood.
Overscaig House Hotel, a
small, family-run hotel on
the banks of Loch Shin. Enjoy
delicious Highland produce
including venison, Aberdeen
Angus beef and creamy local
cheeses.
Gin lovers must visit the
home of premium Rock
Rose Gin from Dunnet Bay
Distillers with its well stocked
shop. It offers limited tours
during summer.
The Carnegie Courthouse
in Dornoch for a spot of
afternoon tea and home
baking, a relaxing time
at Aspen Spa, and a wide
selection of whisky in the
Carnegie Whisky Cellars.

Locally grown berries

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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year of young people 2018

Brilliant experiences are at the heart of the North Highlands, and what better way to celebrate
the Year of Young People 2018 than with a jam-packed programme of events that showcases
all the great experiences the region has to offer? Enjoy a variety of adrenaline-filled adventure
breaks, breathtaking road trips, and fun-filled family days out.
The area is bursting with
opportunities for young people and
families alike, so why not try a day
of sea kayaking with Norwest Sea
Kayaking from Lochinver, Ullapool
or Gairloch for kayaking, canoeing,
family holidays, fishing, and more.
The days out are tailored to your
abilities so the whole family can join
in the fun. Head towards Applecross
to Venture Mor for outdoor
adventures on foot, water or by bike,
or head to Highland Adventures
near Ullapool for a unique mountain
experiences with rock climbing,
VISITSCOTLAND.COM

abseiling, hill walking, navigation
skills, and more. Further south,
Torridon Activities offer bespoke
activities, archery, watersports, and
guided walks that’ll keep the family
entertained for hours.
Discover historic attractions set
amidst stunning landscapes across
the region at Dunrobin Castle near
Golspie which is the largest in the
North Highlands with 189 rooms!
The iconic cornerstone of Cape
Wrath boasts spectacular views out
to sea and is a popular destination

for a variety of birds, including
puffins, razor bills, fulmars, and
kittiwakes. Explore the ruins of
Girnigoe Castle near Wick which
is perched on the cliff edge and
offers spectacular views of the
surrounding area and coast. Don’t
forget to drop in to Cocoa Mountain
in Durness for delicious chocolates –
which also make for a perfect gift!
Grab your bucket and spade
and explore the area’s dramatic
coastline, beaches, and seaside
spots. There are numerous beaches
across the region that boast

year of young people 2018
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DON’T MISS...
Scotland’s first ever Snorkel
Trail in the north west
Highlands features nine
beaches and bays all with
fascinating marine life.
A trip to Smoo Cave, a
mystical limestone sea
cave, near Durness which
boasts a spectacular
cascading waterfall.
A chance to try out surfing
at Thurso, with nearby
cafes, bars and restaurants
to get you warm afterwards.
The opportunity to see
dolphins playing the Moray
Firth – around 130 bottlenose dolphins live here.

Did you
know?
A falconry demonstration by resident falconer,
Andy Hughes at Dunrobin Castle, near Golspie

stunning stretches of sands, rugged
cliffs and caves as well as sheltered
spots for picnics. Sandwood Beach
is a natural bay located 5 miles
south of Cape Wrath and is known
as the most beautiful bay in Britain,
featuring Am Buachaille – an
impressive sea stack. Considered
one of Scotland’s best beaches,
Achnahaird Beach is a peaceful
white-sand crescent bay with
rock pools to explore and features
lovely views of Stac Pollaidh and its
neighbouring mountains.
Bring your friends and travel across
the North Highlands, navigating an
abundance of road trip routes, or
follow some finely tuned itineraries
for an unforgettable holiday.
Discover the freedom of a long open

road that takes you on meandering
country tracks along Scotland’s
coastline. The North Coast 500 starts
and finishes in Inverness and takes
you to Applecross on the west coast,
northwards to the towns of Torridon
and Ullapool and passing the most
northerly coast points of Scotland,
Caithness, and John O’Groats before
making your way back down to
Inverness through Dingwall. There
are many attractions, activities and
stopping points along the way so
don’t miss out on this spectacular
experience.
Whether you are a bookworm
or a mountain biker, enjoy more
activities and events than ever
before, created especially for young
people and families. Enjoy events

The North West Highlands
Geopark takes in around
2000 sq. km of rugged
mountains and
coastline.
such as the Invercarron Highland
Games, Ullapool Book Festival,
The Scottish Adventure Travel
Film Festival, and Highland Hike
Challenge, to name a few. Tingle
your taste buds at numerous foodie
festivals, learn about the history
of the area, and so much more at
events throughout the year.
So, if you are young or young at
heart, 2018 is the year to visit the
North Highlands!
Explore more at www.
visitscotland.com/yoyp2018
And share your experiences
using #YOYP2018

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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WHAT’S ON
Tachartasan

Scottish Surfing Championships, held in Caithness each March

There’s an impressive range of events and festivals happening throughout the year in the
North Highlands. From traditional country shows and Highland games to modern festivals and
sporting championships, you’ll find plenty to celebrate in this breathtaking area.
Look out for the Scottish Surfing
Championships, which are held in
Thurso each March. The contest
draws in keen surfers from all
around Scotland, putting their skills
to the test on some of the strongest
swells in Europe.

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

Hear top authors from Scotland and
beyond speaking at the Ullapool
Book Festival in May and discover
work written in Gaelic and Scots.
Marvel at the wonderful traditions
of Highland games across the
region during the summer months
– from Assynt, Halkirk and Tain to
Durness and Lochcarron.

In August, don’t miss the Summer
Isles Festival in the picturesque
community of Achiltibuie, north of
Ullapool, for music performances,
workshops, art, and a fundraising
ceilidh.
Experience what life would have
felt like in the 18th century at the
St Boniface Fair, Fortrose, a

WHAT’S ON

FIND OUT
MORE
To discover
more events visit
www.visitscotland.com/
see-do/events
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Learn the
Language
Scottish Gaelic is a Celtic
language native to Scotland
and still spoken in some
parts of the country. Have
fun learning the following
Gaelic phrases:
Madainn mhath –
Pronounced: madeeng vah –
good morning
Ciamar a tha thu? –
Pronounced: keemar a ha oo?
– how are you?
Cò as a tha thu? –
Pronounced: co ass a ha oo?
– where are you from?
Tapadh leat – Pronounced:
tap-ah lat – thank you

Black Isle Show, by Muir of Ord

recreated 18th century burgh fair
held on the second Thursday in
August.
Join the festivities of a traditional
gala week at towns and villages
throughout the summer such as
Wick, Thurso, Lybster, Halkirk,
Alness, Tain, Golspie and
Portmahomack. Great for the whole
family, the entire community gets
involved in all sorts of games and
entertainment.

Enjoy the buzz of country shows
such as the Lairg Crofters’ Show in
August which brings the community
together to celebrate the farming
traditions of the area.
Join the crowds and enjoy great
music at Scotland’s most vibrant
music festival, Loopallu, taking
place in Ullapool in September.
Previous sell-out programmes
have included Feeder and The
Enemy.

Head along to the Ullapool Guitar
Festival in October for concerts, a
trade show, late night festival clubs
and workshops.
Get out into the hills at the Torridon
Walking Festival in October to
explore the region with expert-led
guided walks which are suitable
for all.
Book a winter break for the
Cromarty Film Festival in December
and enjoy an eclectic programme of
new and classic movies.
VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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TRAVEL

TIPS

Doighean Siubhail

From the Black Isle across the Cromarty Firth towards Dingwall and Ben Wyvis

A good road network exists throughout the North Highlands with a range of bus routes and
some excellent rail options too. The region covers a vast area but most parts are accessible by
car, public transport, foot or bicycle. Ferry ports including Scrabster and Ullapool also link the
region to Orkney and the Outer Hebrides.
By air

Wick John O’Groats Airport
receives flights from Edinburgh
six days a week (FlyBe operated
by Loganair) and from Aberdeen
(Eastern Airways) Monday – Friday.
For information and booking visit
www.hial.co.uk/wick-airport
Inverness, the Highland capital,
acts as a gateway to the North
Highlands with regular flights from
across the UK and several European
locations www.hial.co.uk

By road

In the North Highlands, the A9
runs all the way from Inverness
to Thurso on the north coast.
West coast locations, such as
Ullapool, Gairloch and Lochcarron,

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

are easily reached by road from
Inverness. You can drive around
the coastline or cut through the
heart of Sutherland and enjoy the
magnificent scenery along the way.
If travelling by car be aware of
wildlife crossing at certain times of
year and take care when driving on
single track roads.
For further details about driving
safely in Scotland, visit
https://www.visitscotland.com/
about/practical-information/
driving-in-scotland/
The North Highlands boasts some
of the most magnificent scenery
in Europe from wild mountains
and lochs to secluded coves and
bustling towns. Follow the North

and West Highlands National
Tourist Route of 158 miles (254
km) between Ullapool and John
O’Groats. Or why not go further
across the region and follow the
North Coast 500, a breathtaking
circular route beginning and ending
in Inverness. It’s Scotland’s answer
to Route 66 and incorporates
fairytale castles, hidden trails and
more. For more information
www.visitscotland.com/see-do/
tours/driving-road-trips/

By bus

Stagecoach operates a range of bus
routes throughout the Highlands
and Scottish Citylink operates the
main west coast link to Ullapool.
From Inverness you can travel to
Scrabster on the north coast and

TRAVEL TIPS

TRAVEL
TIP
Don’t miss the spectacular
view from the B9186 at the
Struie Hill viewpoint.
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WHERE TO
FIND OUT
MORE
Uncover your North
Highlands by calling into
a VisitScotland iCentre.
Get advice on everything
there is to see and do
from local experts, book
accommodation or arrange
tickets for events, activities
and transport across
Scotland. You can also pick
up a quality, authentic
Scottish souvenir go to
www.visitscotland.com/
wheretofindus

DON’t
forget...
Ullapool and Kyle of Lochalsh on
the west coast.
Several smaller bus operators serve
areas within the North Highlands,
allowing you to reach most places.
This includes the Postbus network,
which sees numerous minibuses
carrying mail taking between three
and ten fare-paying passengers.
For further information, visit
www.stagecoachbus.com,
www.citylink.co.uk, or
www.royalmail.com/you-home/
your-community/postbus/
routefinder

By rail

Scotrail (Abellio) serves the North
Highlands with regular train services
from Inverness to Thurso and Wick
(with stops including Tain, Golspie
and Brora) and from Inverness to
Kyle of Lochalsh (with a stop at
Achnasheen). For more information,
visit www.scotrail.co.uk

By foot or bicycle

You can explore the beautiful
scenery of the North Highlands
by foot or bicycle. There are many
walking and cycle routes throughout
the area including National Cycle
Network Route 1 which links
Inverness to John O’Groats.

To plan ahead and book your
holiday accommodation in
advance.

traveline
scotland

Take your bike or just yourself
on the Inverness to Durness
Highland Bike Bus which runs
between May and September and
stops off at picturesque towns
and villages including Ullapool
and Kinlochbervie. For more
information, visit
www.inverness-durnesshighland-bike-bus.co.uk
For more information on your
travels around the North Highlands
go to www.travelinescotland.com
or call 0871 200 2233.

Highland calf

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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How to read the listings
Iùil leughaidh na liosta

Map reference
To assist you further in
locating each business,
this grid reference relates
to the map on page 68.
1 ANY LOCATION (4 miles)
Scott Gardens

Name of business
Contact details
Business description

PLE

Kinross KY22 9YR
T: 01599 862655
www.scottgardens.co.uk
Beautiful 18th century gardens with café
and popular daily events, overlooking
one of Scotland’s famous lochs. Plenty
to see and do for all the family.

M
EXA

oooo Visitor Attraction
Open:

F3

44444

Location
‘By’ designates that a property is
within 10 miles of this location.
Mileage in brackets after the
location indicates the distance
from the named location.

•

& © Çƒ +

Facilities and symbols
See page 23 and below
for details.

Mar-Jun: Centre open 10am-5pm. Sep-Dec: Centre open
9.30am-4pm. Closed Christmas and New Year.
Admission: Adult £3, Concs £2, Child £0.50, Family £6. Car parking
£5 all day.

Opening times and
admission prices

Quality Award
Where a Quality Assurance award has been included on an entry, the business has been graded by VisitScotland
and provides assurances on quality and standards. The scheme is explained on page 23 of this guide. Quality
Assurance Awards are correct as at January 2018. At the end of the explanation on Quality Award.

Practical information
Fiosrachadh feumail
The listings within this guide
have been split into the
following sections:
• Places to visit
• Leisure activities
• Shopping
• Food & drink
• Tours
• Transport
• Local services
• Accommodation

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

Businesses within these sections
are listed in alphabetical order by
business location, then by business
name. Each entry has a map
reference (see example) relating
to the map which appears at the
back of this guide. The majority of
entries will have a postcode which
can be used to pin point exact
locations. Where a business is listed
as being ‘By’ a town or village it is
wise to check the exact location

before making your journey.
Some listings may have a distance
beside the location; this indicates
the approximate road distance in
miles from the main location. The
mileages are voluntarily provided
by the businesses themselves.
Display advertising is placed at the
back of this guide and is also split
into categories. Business listings
who also have display advertising
will have this icon .

•

further information
Pricing
Where prices of admission, services
and facilities are included in
the entries, these are based on
information received from the
advertisers. Please note that prices
include VAT where applicable and
are for your guidance only (VAT as
at December 2016).
Smoking
Scotland’s indoor public places,
including pubs, restaurants and
cafés are smoke-free by law,
creating a healthier and fresher
environment for residents and
visitors to our beautiful country.
Drinking and driving
Scotland’s drink drive limit is
50 mg (of alcohol per 100 ml of
blood). The Scottish Government
recommends the best approach is
to have no alcohol at all, if you’re
intending to get behind the wheel
in Scotland. For more information,
see www.dontriskit.info
Booking
Accepting accommodation by
telephone or in writing means you
have entered into a legally binding
contract with the proprietor of the
establishment. If you cancel or fail
to turn up, for whatever reason,
the proprietor has the right to ask
you for compensation. You should
always check the cancellation
terms in advance and, if you
must cancel a booking, advise
the business immediately. Online
bookings are also subject to terms
and conditions, please check direct
with the proprietor for these.

ü Short breaks

There is a fabulous range of
accommodation throughout
Scotland. Establishments
purchasing advertising within this
guide can opt to display the above
symbol. Many establishments have
offers throughout the year, contact
direct for latest special offers.

Insurance and cancellations
Should you have to cancel for
whatever reason, it is reassuring
to know that you can be insured
against any compensation claim.
Please ensure you take our
cancellation insurance prior to
your trip.

� Family fun

There is a wealth of things to
see and do that will keep smiles
on faces all day. Attractions
and establishments which are
particularly suitable for children
have been highlighted within this
guide. Please note that this icon
is not verified by VisitScotland as
businesses can opt to show this
symbol.

+ Accessible and
E Assistance dogs

The Equalities Act 2010 and
Disability Discrimination Act 1995
say that reasonable adjustments
must be made in order to avoid
discriminating against people
with disabilities. These will range
from creating an access route for
a person with a wheelchair to
waiving a “no dog’s policy” in order
that a disabled person may be
accompanied by their assistance
dog. It is always advisable to check
with each establishment prior
to visiting/booking. A disabled
person should not be put at a
disadvantage. Please note that
these icons are not verified by
VisitScotland as businesses can
opt to show these symbols.

v Hearing loop
Induction loop and infrared
systems are available within this
establishment. Informative signs
and symbols will be displayed such
as the loop sign above; it is always
worth asking if not obvious. Please
note that this icon is not verified by
VisitScotland as businesses can opt
to show this symbol.
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, Dogs welcome
Dogs are welcome to this
establishment, on the
understanding that they are on
their leash and are kept under
control. You may have to check
with each establishment whether
they are restricted areas for your
dog. Please note that this icon is
not verified by VisitScotland as
businesses can opt to show this
symbol.
k Refreshments available
Café or refreshments are available
at this establishment. Please note
that this icon is not verified by
VisitScotland as businesses can opt
to show this symbol.
� WiFi available
Guest WiFi access is available at
this establishment. Please note
that this icon is not verified by
VisitScotland as businesses can opt
to show this symbol.
ù Gaelic

In this area some of the population
speak the Gaelic language (as
well as English), so if you wish to
stay with Gaelic speakers please
look out for the symbol within
listings and ask when you book
your accommodation to confirm
that this is available. The Gaelic
language is rich in tradition,
history, music and culture, and
will add an interesting dimension
and unique sense of place to your
holiday. Please note that this icon
is not verified by VisitScotland as
businesses can opt to show this
symbol.

Advertising
•ThisDisplay
icon denotes that this

establishment also has a display
advert, located at the back section
of this guide.
For further information go to
www.visitscotland.com
VISITSCOTLAND.COM

Ask us where to find

the North Highlands’
BEST KEPT SECRETS

Beach at Gairloch

If you’re looking for the true spirit of The North Highlands, start your search at one of
our VisitScotland iCentres. We’ll point you in the direction of the best the region has to
offer, whether you need advice on where to go and what to do, or even if you’re looking
to book accommodation or tickets for all kinds of events, activities and transport. Come
and talk to our knowledgeable and friendly staff. You never know, we might just let you
in on a few local secrets.

Sango,
Durness,
IV27 4PZ
01971 509005

Caithness Horizons,
Old Town Hall,
High Street,
Thurso, KW14 8AJ
01847 893155

Please check visitscotland.com/icentre for opening times.

Argyle Street,
Ullapool,
IV26 2UB
01854 612486

You’ll be surprised
where our search
for quality takes us

main title of spread
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THE SIGN
OF QUALITY

The Castle & Gardens of Mey, Caithness
5 star Visitor Attraction

Quite simply, it takes us the length and breadth of Scotland to visit thousands of different
properties every year and grade them on the things we know matter to you. Things like the
overall quality on offer and warmth of welcome to help you make a more informed choice.
VisitScotland Quality Assurance – Quality you can trust.

o
oo
ooo
oooo
ooooo

An acceptable standard
A good, all round standard
Very good standard, with attention to detail in every area
Excellent – superb food where provided and friendly,
professional service
An exceptional standard where quality, hospitality and
service are hard to fault
Taste Our Best
One way to ensure that you’ll enjoy great
quality Scottish food and drink, prepared with
care and delivered with passion, is to look for
places that are part of Taste Our Best,
our food and drink quality scheme.
Green Tourism-because we care
Businesses that work in a sustainable,
environmentally friendly way are graded:
Bronze ∫, Silver ß or Gold ©
www.green-tourism.com

o
Serviced accommodation
establishments awarded gold
stars have consistently achieved
the highest levels of excellence
within their star grading.

We want you to feel welcome – find establishments
that pay particular attention to your specific needs:

D
∂

C

Walkers
Anglers

Bikers

√

Classic Cars
Visiting golfers

Ω

Cyclists

Children

≈

Field Sports
Ancestral Tourism

Golfers
Groups
Pets

Experiencing Gaelic

For any feedback or comments you may have on quality assured properties please email us on qa@visitscotland.com.

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

PLACES TO VISIT
MEY, CAITHNESS

Places to visit

F1

The Castle and Gardens of Mey

Art galleries

The Castle of Mey, Caithness KW14 8XH
T: 01847 851473 F: 01847 851475
enquiries@castleofmey.org.uk
www.castleofmey.org.uk
The Queen Mother’s home. Castle, gardens,
shop & tearoom with an animal centre for
children.

See also Visitor attractions

o o o o o Visitor Attraction

50753
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Open:

30 Mar-1 Apr; 1st 3 weeks in Apr; 1 May-30 Sept.
Please check website for details as dates may vary.
Admission: Adult £11.75, Child £6.50, Concs £9.75, Family £32. Gardens
and grounds only £6.50. Family garden and grounds £18

HELMSDALE

E2

Timespan Museum and Arts Centre

Places to visit

Distilleries & breweries

61292

Dunrobin Street, Helmsdale, Sutherland KW8 6JA
T: 01431 821327 enquiries@timespan.org.uk
www.timespan.org.uk
Timespan provides a unique experience and
resource for visitors, artists, researchers and
locals. A meeting place between our past,
present and future.

o o o o Visitor Attraction

E,ƒvk∑µÇ©

Open:

All year. Easter-Oct: Mon-Sun, 10am-5pm.
Nov-Mar: Tues, 2-4pm; Sat & Sun, 10am-3pm. Check our
website for updates – changes may apply.
Admission: Free. Group bookings can be arranged by contacting
enquiries@timespan.org.uk

BRORA

Places to visit

D3

Castles, historic homes &
attractions
See also Visitor attractions

22630

Clynelish Distillery

Brora, Sutherland KW9 6LR
T: 01408 623000
clynelish.distillery@diageo.com www.discovering-distilleries.com/clynelish

GOLSPIE

D3

Dunrobin Castle and Gardens

,v∑\
Open:

Apr, May, Sep & Oct: Mon-Sat, 10.30am-4.30pm; Sun,
12noon-4.30pm. Jun, Jul & Aug: Mon-Sun, 10am-5pm.
Falconry displays daily: June-Sep.
Admission: See website for opening times and admission prices.

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

Clynelish Distillery is located on the A9 at Brora, around one hour north of
Inverness. With beautiful views of the North Sea and the hills. The
distillery produces a fruity, waxy, slightly smoky single malt.
Sutherland’s only distillery.
• Unique waxy style of single malt • Home of both Brora &
Clynelish distilleries • Nearest distillery to Dunrobin Castle

23837

Golspie KW10 6SF
T: 01408 633177 F: 01408 634081
info@dunrobincastle.co.uk
www.dunrobincastle.co.uk
Magnificent castle on the east coast of
the north Highlands, dating from 1400.
Outstanding formal gardens and falconry
displays.

o o o o Visitor Attraction
Open:

E\

All year: Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm. Jun-Sep: also Sat, 10am-5pm;
Sun, 12noon-5pm.
Admission: Clynelish Tour - Adult £6, Children £2.

PLACES TO VISIT

Places to visit

Places to visit

Gardens, parks and
play areas

Museums

POOLEWE
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See also Visitor attractions

A3

BETTYHILL

D1

Clachan, Bettyhill, by Thurso KW14 7SS
T: 01641 521418
info@strathnavermuseum.org.uk
www.strathnavermuseum.org.uk
Uncover over 8,000 years of human habitation
as we explore life before, during and after
the Highland Clearances. Also houses the
Clan Mackay Centre.

56950

Strathnaver Museum

o o Visitor Attraction

Eƒµ\

Inverewe Garden & Estate

National Trust for Scotland, Poolewe, Ross-shire, IV22 2LG
T: 01445 781229
inverewegarden@nts.org.uk www.nts.org.uk

63563

Open:
1st Apr - 31st Oct: Mon-Sat, 10am-5pm.
Admission: Adult £3, Children £1, under 5's free.

Discover a world of wonderful botanicals in this award-winning garden.
Lose yourself in the lush setting and enjoy a riot of colours and scents.
The wider estate offers lots to see and is home to Scotland’s ‘Big 5’
species. Visit Inverewe House, an interactive museum with objects to
handle and games to play.

DINGWALL

C4

• World-famous garden • Inverewe House • Shop & plant sales
• Woodland walks • Art gallery • Café • Holiday accommodation

o o o o Garden

EƒkÇ©

Garden & Estate: All year, daily. House, visitor centre & café:
Apr–Oct. Please check website or call for opening times and
admission prices.

Dingwall Museum

Town House, Dingwall, Ross-shire IV15 9RY
T: 01349 865366
enquiries@dingwallmuseum.co.uk

22684

Open:

Highland town museum showing history of Dingwall, refurbished council
chamber, outstanding military room, re-constructed kitchen and smiddy.
Charming outdoor area and picnic tables. Special exhibitions.

o o o o Museum
Open:
Mid-May to end Sep: Mon-Sat 10am-4pm.
Admission: Free; donations welcome.

Join the conversation #YOYP2018
Find out more at visitscotland.com/yoyp2018

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

PLACES TO VISIT

GAIRLOCH

A3

Gairloch Heritage Museum

Curator, 7 & 8 West Argyle Street, Ullapool
IV26 2TY
T: 01854 612987
curator@ullapoolmuseum.co.uk
www.ullapoolmuseum.co.uk
Housed in A1 Listed Telford church building.
Major recent re-display, new multimedia,
shop. Local history archives, genealogy.

37574

Dr Karen Buchanan Achtercairn, Gairloch,
Ross-shire IV21 2BP
T: 01445 712287
info@gairlochheritagemuseum.org
www.gairlochheritagemuseum.org
Described by visitors as ‘One of the best little
museums in Scotland'. Local History
Museum with diverse temporary exhibitions.

ULLAPOOL

B3

Ullapool Museum

o o o o Museum

Eƒk∑µ\

Open:
Apr-Oct: Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm, Sat 11-3.
Admission: Adult £4, Children £1, Concession £3.

62440
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o o o Museum

E\

Open:

Apr-Oct: Mon-Sat, 10am-5pm high season. Some reduced
hours low season as advertised. (Other times out of season
by arrangement)
Admission: 2016 £3.50, conc £2.50 under 16s, carers free. Group,
NC500, ASVA, SYHA conc. 2017 rates may increase.

HELMSDALE

E2

Timespan Museum and Arts Centre

Places to visit

Visitor attractions

Dunrobin Street, Helmsdale, Sutherland KW8 6JA
T: 01431 821327 enquiries@timespan.org.uk
www.timespan.org.uk
Timespan provides a unique experience and
resource for visitors, with museum,
genealogical research, archive, café, herb
garden & geology garden.
61292

See also other categories

o o o o Visitor Attraction

E,ƒvk∑µÇ©

Open:

All year: Easter-Oct: Daily, 10am-5pm. Nov-Mar: Tues, 2-4pm,
Sat & Sun, 10am-3pm.
Admission: Admission to Timespan Centre free. Museum: Adult £4,
Children £2, Concs £3, Family £10. Group bookings can be
arranged by emailing enquiries@timespan.org.uk.

STRATHPEFFER

C4

o o o Museum

Open:
Daily all year round.
Admission: Free

Apr, May, Sep & Oct - Tues-Sat, 10am-5pm; Jun, Jul & Aug;
Mon-Sat 10am-5pm, Sun, 12noon-4pm. Open for groups at
other times by arrangement.
Admission: Adults £3, Children £1.75, Concs £2.50, Family £7, Group
rate available for 8+ tickets.

THURSO

E1

Caithness Horizons Museum

85162

Old Town Hall, High Street, Thurso, Caithness
KW14 8AJ
T: 01847 896508
info@caithnesshorizons.co.uk
www.caithnesshorizonsmuseum.com
A fascinating museum which houses a
permanent collection, telling the story of the
county of Caithness from 416 million years ago.

E,ƒvk∑

Open:
Museum,cafe and gift shop open all year.
Admission: Adult £4, Children £2 (children under five free). Family ticket
£10 (two adults and four children). Memberships available
to support the museum.

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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Open:

o o o o o Museum

C2

Valerie Houston, Falls of Shin IV27 4EE
T: 01863 766190 T: 07923 951 568
fosofficer@kyleofsutherland.co.uk
www.thefallsofshin.co.uk
One of the best places in Scotland to watch
leaping salmon offers a new café, playpark &
gift shop to complement the forest walks &
platform by the falls.

30390

Old Station, Strathpeffer, Ross-shire IV14 9DH
T: 01997 421031
info@highlandmuseumofchildhood.org.uk
www.highlandmuseumofchildhood.org.uk
Childhood collections, award-winning film,
customs and folklore, local history and
hands-on activities.

ACHANY GLEN, by LAIRG
Falls of Shin Visitor Attraction

Highland Museum of Childhood

BE IN THE KNOW
Our accredited Information
Partners are based throughout
Scotland and can offer tailored
advice to help you make the
most of your visit. Chat with them
for insider tips about the must see
attractions in the local area.

KNOW
scotland

Look out for the sign to be in the iKnow.

PLACES TO VISIT
CROMARTY

D4
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MELLON CHARLES, by GAIRLOCH

A3

Perfume Studio

90660

Mellon Charles, Aultbea, Ross-shire IV22 2JL
T: 01445 731618 info@perfumestudio.biz www.perfume-studio.com
Perfumers making perfumes, soaps and toiletries. 50 tester perfume
fragrances to nose through. Onsite café; wonderful views; home-made
cakes; nature trail. Gift shop. Landscape photography workshop.

o o o o o Tourist Shop
Open:
63563

Hugh Miller's Birthplace Cottage & Museum

National Trust for Scotland, Church Street, Cromarty, IV11 8XA
T: 01381 600245
millermuseum@nts.org.uk www.nts.org.uk

MEY, CAITHNESS

Discover the story of one of Scotland’s most important 19th-century
figures in this fascinating interactive museum. A fossil hunter, folklorist,
Christian, stonemason, geologist, newspaper editor and social justice
campaigner, Hugh Miller left a huge legacy of knowledge in his works.

Open:

Evkß

A4

Spirit of Adventure - Sea Eagle Safaris

o o o o o Visitor Attraction

30 Mar-1 Apr; 1st 3 weeks in Apr; 1 May-30 Sept.
Please check website for details as dates may vary.
Admission: Adult £11.75, Child £6.50, Concs £9.75, Family £32. Gardens
and grounds only £6.50. Family garden and grounds £18

TAIN

D3

57566

13335

Tower Street, Tain, Ross-shire IV19 1DY
T: 01862 894089 info@tainmuseum.org.uk
www.tainmuseum.org.uk
Tain’s medieval history; audio guide to
Collegiate Church and town, also includes
visit to local museum and Clan Ross Centre.

E,ƒk∑\

Open:

Mar-Oct: 2 hr scenic wildlife or combination wildlife/wishing
trips. Also half day/full day island adventures & special
transfers. Why not charter for your own special adventure?
Admission: 2 hr trips: Adult £35, Child £20, Family £98. Also group rates.
Private charter (max 12) from £100 per hour.

MELLON CHARLES, by GAIRLOCH

A3

Image Studio

o o o o Visitor Attraction
Open:

Apr, May, Sep, Oct: Mon-Fri, 10am-5pm. Jun, Jul, Aug:
Mon-Sat, 10am-5pm.
Admission: Adult £3.50, Children £2.50, Concession £2.50, Family £10.

TAIN (0.5 miles)

11475

90660

Aldie, Tain (on the A9, 0.5 miles south of Tain)
IV19 1LZ
T: 01862 894112 F: 01862 893306
info@tainpottery.co.uk www.tainpottery.co.uk
Browse amongst the potters as they create our
unique designs, then visit the pottery shop.

ƒk∑\
Early Apr-end Oct, 10am-5pm. Closed Mon.

D3

Tain Pottery

Perfume Studio building, Mellon Charles,
Aultbea IV22 2JL
T: 01445 731618 M: 0771 111 7954
adrian.imagestudio@gmail.com
www.highlandphotographyexperiences.com
Landscape photography – from one-day private
tuition to one-week courses, studio,
workshops and editing suite.
Open:

E,ƒkÇ©\

Open:

Tain Through Time

Old Ferry Slipway, Kyle of Lochalsh IV40 8AE
T: 0800 980 4846 M: 0776 543 5424
info@the-spirit-of-adventure.co.uk
www.the-spirit-of-adventure.co.uk
Wildlife adventures in spectacular scenery with
sea eagles, seals, porpoise, dolphins &
whales. Fast, comfortable & heated.
On-board toilet & refreshments.

o o o o Tour

50753

The Castle of Mey, Caithness KW14 8XH
T: 01847 851473 F: 01847 851475
enquiries@castleofmey.org.uk
www.castleofmey.org.uk
The Queen Mother’s home. Castle, gardens,
shop and tearoom with an animal centre for
children.

House & Museum: Apr–Oct. Please check our website or call
for opening times and admission prices.

KYLE OF LOCHALSH

F1

The Castle and Gardens of Mey

• Thatched cottage • Interactive musuem • Garden of Wonders
• Audio tour • Sundial pedestal carved by Miller • Shop

o o o o o Visitor Attraction

Ek∑Ç\

Early Apr-31 Oct: Tue-Sun, 10am-5pm. Closed Mon. Take the
road through Aultbea and follow the road to the end where
the Perfume Studio is located.

o o o Visitor Attraction

∑

Open:

All year. Apr-Oct: Mon-Fri, 9am-5pm; Sat-Sun, 9.30am-5pm.
Nov-Mar: Mon-Sat, 9.30am-5pm.
Admission: Free.

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

PLACES TO VISIT
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THURSO

C1

Places to visit

102229

Wildlife, nature and
natural attractions

Dunnet Bay Distillers

Dunnet Bay Distillers Dunnet, Thurso KW14 8XD
T: 01847 851287
hello@rockrosegin.co.uk www.dunnetbaydistillers.co.uk
Home of Rock Rose Gin and Holy Grass Vodka. Meet Elizabeth the
traditional copper pot still, take a tour of the botanical gardens and try
out the multi-award winning Rock Rose Gin. Situated in the spectacular
bay of Dunnet, the distillery is the most northerly distillery in mainland
Britain.

BRAEMORE JUNCTION, by ULLAPOOL

B3

• Gift shop • Garden

∑\
Open:

Check website for details of new visitor centre, Opening early
2018. Shop: Mon-Fri 10am-4pm
63563

Corrieshalloch Gorge National Nature Reserve

National Trust for Scotland, Braemore, Ross-shire, IV23 2PJ
T: 01445 781229
corrieshalloch@nts.org.uk www.nts.org.uk

ADVICE
ON THE MOO-VE

This plunging box canyon, through which the River Droma rushes, is one
of the natural wonders of the Scottish Highlands. Follow the pleasant
woodland trails, cross the Victorian suspension bridge over the
tree-lined gorge, and look down on the torrent of water crashing 45m
over the Falls of Measach.
• Woodland walks • Viewing platform • Suspension bridge
• Thundering waterfalls

E,
Open:
All year.
Admission: Free.

Edinburgh

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

By CONTIN

C4

Rogie Falls

Forestry Commission Scotland, Torrachilty Forest, by Contin IV14 9EQ
northhighland@forestry.gsi.gov.uk www.forestry.gov.uk/scotland
A series of lovely walks to explore the waterfall, which is famous for
salmon viewing. A great stop-off on your way across the country! This is
the starting point for forest trails which lead down to Rogie Falls and
the Blackwater River.
69677

This happy herd of Coo Vans will be
on the moo-ve throughout Scotland,
with our Coo-visors delivering
excellent local advice. Look out for
them at events and attractions and
discover our top tips to make the
most of your Scottish experience.

,ƒ
Open:
All year.
Admission: Free.

PLACES TO VISIT/leisure activities
DINGWALL
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WEST AFFRIC

Toille Red Kites

Near Dingwall IV7 8HQ
T: 01463 715000 nsro@rspb.org.uk
www.rspb.org.uk/tollieredkites
With stunning views across Easter Ross to Ben
Wyvis, Tollie Red Kites provides close-up
views of our most graceful bird of prey.

Eƒ
Open:

Open 9am - 5pm. Feeding time 2.30pm in summer, 1.30pm
in winter.
Admission: Free entry.

FORSINARD

D1

RSPB Scotland Forsinard Flows Nature Reserve

63563

West Affric

National Trust for Scotland, Morvich Farm, Inverinate, Kyle of Lochalsh,
Ross-shire, IV40 8HQ
T: 01599 511231
www.nts.org.uk

Step off the beaten track into the wild beauty of West Affric, treasured by
adventurous walkers. All year round you’ll find something to take your
breath away, whether it’s photographing spectacular snow-topped
mountains, escaping into remote glens, or spotting black grouse, golden

Forsinard, Sutherland KW13 6YT
T: 01641 571225 forsinard@rspb.org.uk
www.rspb.org.uk/forsinard
Spectacular wild peatland landscape in the
Flow Country. Visitor centre, nature trails and
hen harrier nestwatch.
52591

• Native forest • Dramatic mountains • Rugged moorland
• Scottish wildlife • Mountain bike trails

E,

Open:
Apr-Oct: 9am-5pm.
Admission: Free visitor centre: Guided walks £5/£3 RSPB members.

TORRIDON

Open:
All year.
Admission: Free

B4

Leisure activities

National Trust for Scotland, Torridon, Achnasheen, Ross-shire, IV22 2EZ
T: 01445 791368
torridon@nts.org.uk www.nts.org.uk
A paradise for hikers, geologists and nature lovers, Torridon includes
some of Scotland’s finest mountain scenery. Challenge yourself to reach
the summit of one of five Munros, enjoy a peaceful picnic spot by Loch
Torridon or visit the countryside centre for information on the wildlife
and walking routes.
• Five Munros • Walking & climbing routes • Scottish wildlife
• Spectacular views • Holiday accommodation

E,
Open:

Estate, Deer Enclosure & Deer Museum (unstaffed): All year.
Countryside Centre: Apr–Sep. Please check our website or
call for opening times.
Admission: Free.

BONAR BRIDGE

D3

Kyle of Sutherland MTB Trail – Balblair

Forestry Commission Scotland Balblair, Bonar Bridge IV243EE
T: 0300 067 6850 northhighland@forestry.gsi.gov.uk
www.forestry.gov.uk/mtbscotland
Routes: Blue, 3km route & Black, 7km route. True black grade trail,
attracting dedicated and experienced mountain bikers who want to test
themselves. Grippy, flowing bedrock that you would swear was sculpted
to ride on, and stunning views.

69677

Torridon

63563

Activities – outdoor

Open:
All year.
Admission: Free.

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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leisure activities

MELLON CHARLES, by GAIRLOCH

A3

Image Studio at the Perfume Studio

Leisure activities

Country sports – fishing
shooting

Adrian Hollister Image Studio, Mellon Charles, Aultbea IV22 2JL
T: 0771 111 7954 adrian.imagestudio@gmail.com
adrian@adrianhollister.photography
One day (or longer) photography workshops with a professional
photographer. Improve your photography in this beautiful landscape,
and go home with a professional-standard print demonstrating your new
found skills. Includes lunch, cake & drinks.

ƒk∑\
Open:

From early Apr-end October. Phone or email to book in
advance.

NORTH WEST COAST

B2

KYLE OF LOCHALSH

A4

Old Ferry Slipway, Kyle of Lochalsh, IV40 8AE
T: 0800 980 4846 M: 0776 543 5424
info@the-spirit-of-adventure.co.uk
www.the-spirit-of-adventure.co.uk
Experienced anglers, complete beginners &
families all welcome, with tuition if required.
Rods, tackle & bait supplied. Live bait tanks.
Heated cabin.

89135

Spirit of Adventure - Fishing Trips

o o o o Tours

E,ƒk∑\

Norwest Sea Kayaking

NorWest Sea Kayaking Hut, The Seafront, Ullapool
M: 0790 064 1860
info@norwestseakayaking.com www.norwestseakayaking.com

85242

Open:

Escape into the wilderness, explore the unknown. NorWest Sea Kayaking
offers sea kayaking & canoeing 1/2 day/ day/ week trips, courses & hire.
Explore the stunning coastlines and lochs around the Ullapool, Summer
Isles & Lochinver areas. Suitable for complete beginners to advanced
paddlers & for all ages.

Open:

Mar-Oct: 2hr & 3hr Fishing trips daily. Also half day/full day &
combination Fishing/Wildlife trips available - or why not
charter for your own special adventure!
Admission: 2 hr Trips: Adult £35, Child £20, Family £98. Also group rates.
Private charter (max 12) from £100 per hour.

Leisure activities

Golf

All year: Daily.

FORTROSE
Fortrose & Rosemarkie Golf club

Ness Road East, Fortrose IV10 8SE IV10 8SE
T: 01381 620529
secretary@fortrosegolfclub.co.uk
www.fortrosegolfclub.co.uk
Located on the Chanonry Peninsula in the ‘Black
Isle’ our Scottish links golf course enjoys
breathtaking views over the Moray Firth.
Open:

Join the conversation #YOYP2018
Find out more at visitscotland.com/yoyp2018

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

All year.

D4

leisure activities/shopping
TAIN

D3

Tain Golf Club

Shopping

Shops

Chapel Road, Tain, Ross-shire IV19 1JE
T: 01862 892314 info@tain-golfclub.co.uk
www.tain-golfclub.co.uk
Classic links course designed by Old Tom
Morris, overlooking the Dornoch Firth,
offering one of the best settings imaginable
for a round of golf.
Open:

31

All year.

INVERKIRKAIG

Shopping

B2

Achins Bookshop and Coffee Shop

Arts & crafts

10971

Alex Dickson, Inverkirkaig, Lochinver IV27 4LR
T: 01571 844262 alex@scotbooks.freeuk.com
Wide selection of books and giftware. Home baking and light snacks.

Eƒk
Open:

MELLON CHARLES, by GAIRLOCH

A3

All year. Coffee shop: Easter-Oct, 10am-5pm.

JOHN O'GROATS

F1

John O'Groats Post Office & General Store

Perfume Studio

A99, John O' Groats, Wick KW1 4YR
T: 01955 611200 jogpostoffice@btinternet.com
The John O’Groats Post Office and general store is situated in the centre
of John O’Groats on the junction of the A99. We provide a friendly
efficient family run service selling petrol, diesel, groceries fresh and
frozen and your postal service.
90660

Mellon Charles, Aultbea, Ross-shire IV22 2JL
T: 01445 731618 info@perfumestudio.biz www.perfume-studio.com
Perfumes, soaps and cremes made on site. Largest selection of
hand-made soaps in the Highlands. Tester fragrances to nose through.
On-site café; wonderful views; home-made cakes; nature trail. Gift shop
and landscape photography studio.

o o o o o Tourist Shop
Open:

E

Ek∑Ç\
Open:

Early Apr-end Oct, 10am-5pm. Closed Mon.

STRATHCARRON

B4

Carron Pottery, Craft Shop and Gallery

VisitScotland Quality Assurance

Quality you can trust

39733

Rob & Jan Teago, Cam-Allt, Strathcarron, Ross-shire IV54 8YX
T: 01520 722321 carronpottery@btconnect.com
Working pottery. Hand-thrown tableware and commissioned work for sale
in our amazingly comprehensive craft shop. Separate mixed professional
art gallery.

All year. Mon-Sat, 9am-6pm; Thurs, 9am-1pm.

o o o o Tourist Shop
Open:

Ek

Mar-Dec: Mon-Sat (Closed Sun), 10am-4.30pm. Check our
website: www.carronpottery.com

THE SIGN
LITY
OF QUA

www.visitscotland.com/qa
VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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food & drink
By CONON BRIDGE, by DINGWALL

Food & drink

C4

Cafés/tearooms/
coffee shops

34115

Kinkell House Hotel

Easter Kinkell, Dingwall IV7 8HY
T: 01349 861270 M: 0787 264 6783
info@kinkellhousehotel.com www.kinkellhousehotel.com

INVERGORDON

D4

Crazy Horse Coffee Shop and Restaurant

94798

74 High Street, Invergordon, Cromarty Firth North Shore IV18 0DL
T: 01349 852030 boodlesbiz@hotmail.com
www.spanglefish.com/crazyhorsecoffeeshop
Breakfast, brunch, baking & banter! Traditional Highland hospitality in
the heart of the local community since 2004.

Ek
Open:

All year. Mon-Fri, 9am-3pm; Sat, 10am-2.30pm.

Good food & wine, and great comfort, in a relaxed and informal
atmosphere. The restaurant, with its beautiful views, captures the setting
sun. Table d’hôte menu (changes daily) and à la carte menu based on
traditional Scottish and seafood dishes.

o o o Small Hotel
Open:

All year: Daily, 7am-11pm.

KINLOCHBERVIE

Food & drink

B1

Old School Restaurant

Restaurants

Inshegra, Kinlochbervie IV27 4RH
T: 01971 521383
Formerly, a locally primary school from
1879-1970, serving home cooked food it is
situated in Inshegra, near Kinlochbervie on
north west Sutherland coast.

\
Open:

BRORA

D3

Royal Marine Brora

o o o o Hotel
Open:

All year. Closed Christmas.

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

KISHORN

A4

Kishorn Seafood Bar

34408

Kishorn, Strathcarron IV54 8XA
T: 01520 733240 www.kishornseafoodbar.co.uk
At the foot of the Applecross Hills with a
spectacular view over the sea to Skye. Serving
fresh local seafood. Children welcome.
66543

Golf Road, Brora, Sutherland KW9 6QS
T: 01408 621252 info@royalmarinebrora.com
www.royalmarinebrora.com
With an abundance of fresh produce on our
doorstep, it’s no wonder our food is so highly
rated. Informal dining in the Garden Room, a
bistro/wine bar.

11 months of the year: High season 11am-9pm, Winter
11am-8pm.

ƒk∑\

Open:

March - end October. Please see our website or Facebook
page for full details of our 2018 Opening Hours

tours

Tours

Tours

Cruises

Tours

JOHN O’GROATS

F1

33

DURNESS

C1

Cape Wrath

67480

Braemar, Sangomore, Durness IV27 4PZ
T: 01971 511284 M: 0774 267 0196 james.mather5038@btinternet.com
www.capewrath.org.uk
Don’t miss out if you have come this far, take a trip to the lighthouse at
Britain’s most north-westerly point, amidst beautiful, unspoilt scenery,
birds and wildlife.

\
Open:
66977

Wildlife Cruises

Apr-30 Sep, check website for details.

Ferry Office, John O’Groats, Caithness KW1 4YR
T: 01955 611353
info@jogferry.co.uk www.jogferry.co.uk
Amazing 90 minute wildlife cruises leave from John O’Groats harbour at
2.30pm every summer afternoon during July and August. Our vessel, MV
Pentland Venture, has a panoramic viewing deck and comfortable
saloon. Great for all the family!

F1/E1

Dunnet, Thurso KW14 8YD
M: 0789 978 3279
caithnesswildlifetours@gmail.com
www.caithnesswildlifetours.co.uk
Private & group guided wildlife & sightseeing
tours on the North Coast 500. Discover the
wildlife & sights of northern Scotland on a
half or full-day tour.
Open:
Wildlife & Sightseeing Tours: Puffin Tours 4 pm most days
from May to July. Wildlife, scenery, ancient sites,
tailor-made tours April to Sept. Transport in our luxury
minibus. All ages welcome.
Admission: Consult our website or contact us for tour information,
prices, & booking. Online booking available for some tours.
99358

• Comfortable wildlife viewing • Great for everyone
• From famous John O’Groats • Daily July and August
• At 2.30pm

JOHN O'GROATS AND THURSO
Wildlife & Sightseeing Tours

Open:
20 Jun-31 Aug: Cruises leave daily at 2.30pm.
Admission: Please consult our website - www.jogferry.co.uk (No booking
required – just arrive by 2pm).

ULLAPOOL

B3

The Harbour, Ullapool IV26 2UH
T: 01854 612472 M: 0771 325 7219
cruises@summerqueen.co.uk
www.summerqueen.co.uk
Cruises to the Summer Isles. We offer a 3 hour
tour landing on Tanera Mor and a 1.5 hour
cruise taking in the wildlife and scenery.
Booking advisable.

57190

Shearwater Cruises

E,ƒ
Open:
April-Oct, Mon-Sat.
Admission: 3 hour cruise: Adults £35, Child £30. 1.5 hour cruise: Adults
£25, Child £20.

Join the conversation #YOYP2018
Find out more at visitscotland.com/yoyp2018

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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tours

JOHN O’GROATS

F1

BE IN THE KNOW
Our accredited Information
Partners are based throughout
Scotland and can offer tailored
advice to help you make the
most of your visit. Chat with them
for insider tips about the must see
attractions in the local area.

KNOW
scotland

Look out for the sign to be in the iKnow.
66977

John O’Groats Ferries

Ferry Office, John o’Groats, Caithness KW1 4YR
T: 01955 611353
contact@jogferry.co.uk www.jogferry.co.uk
Visit Orkney on a day trip from famous John O’Groats. The ferry sets sail
to the Orkney Islands from John O’Groats harbour every summer
morning. Enjoy the 40 minute crossing then board your waiting coach
for a fascinating tour of the Islands. Book online or phone.

Tours

Wildlife trips

• Orkney day trips • From John O’Groats • Every summer
morning • Fascinating day out • 40 minute crossing

\
Open:

1 May-30 Sep: 8am-6pm. Please book online at
www.jogferry.co.uk or phone. See our display advert inside
front cover.
Admission: Book Online at www.jogferry.co.uk

KYLE OF LOCHALSH

A4

KYLE OF LOCHALSH

A4

Station Road, Kyle of Lochalsh, IV40 8AE
T: 01471 822716 M: 0776 543 5424
info@skye-tours.co.uk www.skye-tours.co.uk
Our 5 hr fully-guided tour takes you along
coastal roads and up rugged mountain passes
to show you why Skye is one of the world's
most beautiful islands.

o o o o Tour

89137

Skye Tours - Discover Skye

Eƒk

All year. Mini-bus departs daily from Kyle of Lochalsh at
11.45am. Flexible pick-ups. Prior reservation required.
Admission: From Kyle, Kyleakin & Broadford: Adult £40, Conc: £38, Child
£30. Family tickets & group discounts offered. Secure online
booking. Also available for private hire.

VisitScotland Quality Assurance

Quality you can trust

Seaprobe Atlantis, Glass Bottom Boat Trips

Old Ferry Slipway, Kyle of Lochalsh, Ross-shire, IV40 8AE
T: 0800 980 4846 M: 0776 543 5424
E:seaprobe@msn.com Web: www.seaprobeatlantis.com

13335

Open:

All the Scenery & Wildlife, above & below the waves, on Scotland's
unique Semi-Submersible. Spectacular Scenery, WWII Shipwreck, Seals,
Otters, Seabirds, beautiful Kelp Forests, Fish, Jellyfish & occasional
Dolphins. Expert Guides, Informative & Fun for all Ages & Agilities.
Voted Best Wildlife Experience in the UK, Daily Telegraph.
• Seals Every Trip or Next Trip Free • All-weather Attraction
• On-board refreshments & toilet • As seen on BBC, ITV & CH4!

o o o o Tour
THE SIGN
LITY
OF QUA

www.visitscotland.com/qa
VISITSCOTLAND.COM

Open:

E,ƒk∑\

March-Nov. Regular Trips Daily. All scheduled sailing times
on website. Book online or call/email to confirm sailing
times & reserve seats.
Admission: Price Indicator:1 hr trips - Adult £14, Conc: £13, Child £7.
Family tickets & Group rates available. Coaches welcome.
Free parking. TripAdvisor Certificate of Excellence 2017.

accommodation
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key to costs and symbols
oooo Serviced Apartments Map 2 F4

GLASGOW
Fraser Suites Glasgow

E

L
MP

4 star luxury serviced apartments located in the heart of Glasgow’s
vibrant Merchant City. Enjoy the freedom of your own studio, one or two
bedroom apartment, along with the comfort of hotel services.

A
EX

Dbl (90)
Fam (8)
Ensuite (98)

£80-£240 prpn
£130-£410 prpn

1-19 Albion Street, Glasgow G1 1LH
T: 0141 553 4288 F: 0141 553 4289
sales.glasgow@frasershospitality.com www.glasgow.frasershospitality.com

26779

•
•
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Open: All year

These indicate schemes the
Facilities symbols
may be a member of, and
& © Çƒ +establishment
D
See facility symbols in table below for an explanation;
signposts whether they have accessible
please check at time of booking. These symbols are not verified
∑ µ ∂ π º √ Dfacilities
CÇ
and if they offer short breaks.
by VisitScotland.
See pages 21 & 23.
Accommodation options and costs
Accessible
Number in brackets refers to number of rooms/units of that type.
Symbol denotes that this establishment
Sgl – Single
pu – per unit
DB&B – Dinner, Bed &
offers access, please check with
Breakfast
Dbl – Double
ps – per suite
establishment prior to booking.
B&B – Bed & Breakfast
Twn – Twin
so – single occupancy
Further information
pppn – per person per night
Fam – Family
RO – room only (breakfast not
For further information either visit
prpn – per room per night
included) Ensuite/priv facs –
www.visitscotland.com or contact the
Ste – Suite
please
check
prior
to
booking
accommodation provider directly.
pw – per week
Facility symbols – please note that you should always check that a particular facility or service is available at the time of booking

1 Ensuite

bath and/or
shower for all
bedrooms
2 Ensuite bath
and/or shower
for some
bedrooms
3 Private
bath and/or
shower for all
bedrooms
4 Private bath
and/or shower
for some
bedrooms
W Washbasins
in bedrooms/
rooms
H Hairdryer in
bedrooms
m Television
available
n No television
! Satellite/cable
TV
 Broadband
� WiFi
ñ DVD player
available
ö CD player
available
û iPod docking
station

x Telephone

in bedrooms/
self catering
unit
kTea/coffee
making
facilities in
bedrooms
R Restaurant

X Evening meal
V
S
Ä

available
Vegetarian
diets provided
Special diets
provided
Packed lunches
by arrangement
Room service

r
{ Full alcohol

drinks licence/
licensed bar
} Restricted
alcohol drinks
licence

a Lounge
b TV lounge
e Smoking rooms
available

P Porterage
l Laundry service

# Credit/debit

cards accepted

J Property on

u Passenger lift
^ Four-poster

working farm/
croft
, Pets accepted
by arrangement
ù Gaelic language
spoken
v Hearing loop

É Building

E Assistance dogs

. Ground floor
bedrooms
available

beds

of historic/
literary/
architectural
interest
G Garden
Y Open hearth
fire
` Regular live
entertainment
j Leisure
facilities
8 Indoor
swimming pool
9 Outdoor
swimming pool
: Games room

A Childrens’ play

area
p Private parking
q Limited parking
úDisabled
parking on site

ü Short breaks

available

0 Ensuite bath

and/or shower
room(s) in
self catering
unit
L Bed linen
provided
on request –
free or for hire
T Towels
provided on
request – free
or for hire
M Additional
charge for
power/fuel/
heating
g Laundry
facilities on site
w Washing
machine
t Tumble dryer
[

Microwave

d
f
h
y

Dishwasher
Freezer
Domestic help

Payphone
available
) Non-smoking
establishment

I Not all

properties/
caravans have
all facilities

ô Eating out

facilities within
two miles or
meal service
available
Å Drying facilities
F Family rooms
available
� Twin/double
rooms available
° Alpine sleeping
platform
ä Pitches for
touring
caravans
â Tents welcome

ê Motorhomes
welcome

�Car parking

Electrical
hook-up points
available
í Privatelyowned
caravans
ë Caravan
holiday homes
available
ç Chemical toilet
disposal facility
å Chemical toilet
disposal for
motor homes
K Shop within
two miles/
mobile food
shop calls
Ü Shop on site
ã

Q Gas cylinders for
exchange refill

s Shower

available

~ Bath available
] Café/restaurant
N Takeaway
food available

§ Cycle hire

nearby

� Groups

welcome

adjacent to
caravans or tents

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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accommodation
Hostel B2

ACHILTIBUIE
Acheninver Hostel

Sleeps up to 23 in two 8 bed dorms & two private rooms, bedding and
towels provided. This walk-in hostel is accessed via a 300m mountain
track for an ‘Off the Beaten Track’ experience of the West Coast.

Shared (4)

101841

Acheninver Hostel, Achiltibuie IV26 2YL
T: 01854 622719 M: 07748 860 245
info@acheninverhostel.com www.acheninverhostel.com
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Open: Mar-Nov; All year

Hotel F1

CAITHNESS
Castle Arms Hotel

The hotel is centrally heated & has 2 suites, the Pentland Suite & the
Orkney Suite. Pentland suite has an en-suite bathroom with 2 adjoining
double bedrooms overlooking the Pentland Firth & Castle of Mey.

Ensuite (10)

Mey, Thurso, Caithness KW14 8XH
T: 01847 851244 reception@castlearmshotel.co.uk
www.castlearmshotel.co.uk
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ooo Small Hotel C4

By CONON BRIDGE
Kinkell House Hotel

Elegant country house 10 miles north of Inverness on beautiful Black Isle
near mountains & sea. Restored 19th century farmhouse, ensuite rooms,
excellent Scottish cuisine in award-winning restaurant.

Open:

Dbl (6)
Twn (1)
Fam (2)
Ensuite (9)

£60-£150 prpn
£60-£150 prpn
£60-£150 prpn

34115

Easter Kinkell, Conon Bridge, Dingwall, Ross-shire IV7 8HY
T: 01349 861270 F: 01349 867240
info@kinkellhousehotel.com www.kinkellhousehotel.com
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Open: All year

ooo Hotel D3

DORNOCH
Dornoch Castle Hotel

This classically converted 15th century castle is set in the centre of the
historic town of Dornoch. 5 minute walk from the world-renowned
Royal Dornoch Golf Course and the stunning sands of Dornoch beach.

Sgl
Dbl
Twn
Fam

£80-£123 prpn
£109-£129 prpn
£109-£129 prpn
£129-£145 prpn
22964

Dornoch Castle Hotel, Castle Street, Dornoch IV25 3SD
T: 01862 810216 enquiries@dornochcastlehotel.com
www.dornochcastlehotel.com
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Bed and Breakfast

DURNESS
Smoo Lodge

Exclusive & stylish boutique B&B in a former 18th century sporting lodge.
Enjoy a luxurious and relaxing stay in a tranquil sanctuary surrounded by
the stunning coastal and rugged mountain scenery of the far north.

Open: All year

Dbl (3)
Twn (1)
Ensuite (4)

£139-£249 prpn
£169-£189 prpn

Merlin & Kyunghee, Smoo Lodge, Durness, Lairg, Sutherland, IV27 4QA
T: 01971 511423 M: 0779 554 8090
info@smoolodge.co.uk www.smoolodge.co.uk
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ooo Guest House C1

DURNESS
Purpose built and on a single floor, our guest house contains 8 ensuite
bedrooms with separate guest lounge and conservatory. It is within
walking distance of beautiful beaches with stunning views.
Durine, Durness, Sutherland IV27 4PN
T: 01971 511280 wildorchidguesthouse@hotmail.co.uk

1H a ! b ∑XV SÄ kp
VISITSCOTLAND.COM

Dbl (4)
Twn (3)
Fam (1)
Ensuite (8)

£65-£70 prpn
£65-£70 prpn
£80-£90 prpn

79343

Wild Orchid Guest House

Open: All year

Open: All year

ACCOMMODATION
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ooo Self Catering A3

GAIRLOCH
Torridon View

Former croft house in private fenced garden, 4 bedrooms, open fire.
Peaceful coastal position, magnificent views over loch to Torridon
mountains & Skye. Shops, pubs & restaurants within walking distance.

£275-£530 Per Week
Cottage (1)
Bedrooms (4)
Sleeps (6-7)
43987

Karen Bagley, 8 Eildon View,Tweedmouth, Berwick-upon-Tweed TD15 2FQ
T: 01289 303197 M: 0771 917 4769
torridonview@btinternet.com www.torridonview.co.uk
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Open: All year

Self Catering A3

By GAIRLOCH
Apron Hill House

Original crofter's cottage. Perfect for walking & peaceful holiday. The
cottage stands in over an acre of well fenced croft ground on the side of
the hill. 100 yard walk to house. Wonderful views of the Isle of Skye.

£70-£350 Per Week
House (1)
Bedrooms (2)
Sleeps (2-4)
50473

Mr A Duvill, Primrose Cottage, Badachro, Gairloch, Ross-shire IV21 2AA
T: 01445 741317 a.duvill@btinternet.com
www.apronhillhouse.co.uk
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Open: All year

Bed and Breakfast E2

HELMSDALE
Shangrila

The B&B is nestled in the heart of Helmsdale and is perfectly located for
the a leisurely holiday in the Highlands. There is lots to do and see in
and around Helmsdale or why not just enjoy the secenery.

Dbl (2)
Ensuite (2)

from £100 prpn

Helmsdale KW8 6JQ
T: 01431 821359 M: 0746 997 2685
ds246@icloud.com www.shangri-la-bnb.com
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Open: All year

oooo Bed and Breakfast Gold E2

HELMSDALE
Culgower House

A warm welcome to Culgower House, near Helmsdale & Brora on the east
Sutherland coast, with glorious views out to sea. An ideal base to explore
the North Highlands, when doing the NC500 or en-route to Orkney.

Sgl
Dbl (1)
Twn (1)
Ensuite (2)

£55-£65 prpn
£77-£90 prpn
£77-£90 prpn

85879

Culgower House, Loth, Helmsdale, Sutherland KW8 6HP
T: 01431 821268 mail@culgowerhouse.com
www.culgowerhouse.com
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©D C Ç ü

ooo Touring Park F1

JOHN O’GROATS
John O’Groats Caravan and Camping Site

On seafront at end of A99, overlooking Orkney Islands. Day
trips available. Short walk to Shell beach, magnificent cliff
scenery and seabirds 1.5 miles. Hotel restaurant nearby.

Open: Mar-Oct

Touring Pitches(90) £17-£18 Per Night
Tent pitches(90)
£15-£16 Per Night

33079

William Steven, John O’Groats, Caithness KW1 4YR
T: 01955 611329 T: 01955 611744
info@johnogroatscampsite.co.uk www.johnogroatscampsite.co.uk
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Open: Apr-Sep

Self Catering E2

LATHERON
Stags View is a modern house situated near Latheronwheel in the heart of
Caithness in the Scottish Highlands amidst breath taking scenery but
with easy access, only one mile off the main A9. Long stay discount.
Rockhill, Latheron, Caithness KW5 6DQ
T: 01593 741346 M: 0773 348 7233
info@stagsview.co.uk www.stagsview.co.uk

0 w g L T Hm ∑ ö [ dfpúGJ)

from £120 Per Night

96925

Stags View

Open: All year

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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accommodation

oooo Self Catering B2

LOCHINVER
Mountview Self Catering

Unique prime waterside location in Lochinver bay with breathtaking views
of spectacular mountain range. 10 mins walk from Lochinver village &
shops. Very high standard of amenities. Refer to website for rates.

£460-£790 Per Night

45057

Roy and Susan Macleod, 70 Mountview, Baddidarrach, Lochinver, Sutherland IV27 4LP
T: 01571 844648 M: 0777 527 3558
mountviewlochinver@gmail.com www.mountview-lochinver.co.uk

DC

ooo Small Hotel A3

POOLEWE, WESTER ROSS
Poolewe Hotel

A traditional highland hotel and restaurant, on the shores of Loch Ewe in
sight of Inverewe Gardens. Thirteen en-suite bedrooms and suites. Good
food, friendly atmosphere, WiFi, ample parking, dog friendly.

Sgl (2)
Dbl/twn (8)
Fam (3)
Ensuite (13)

£35-£49 prpn
£70-£98 prpn
£105-£175 prpn

94310

Hotel Manager, Main St, Poolewe, Highlands IV22 2JX
T: 01445 781769 poolewe.hotel@hotmail.co.uk
www.poolewehotel.co.uk
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This modern house is situated in the village of Scourie on the West Coast
of Scotland.The area is one of outstanding natural beauty with towering
mountains, lochs and stunning views. Ideal for fishing and bird watching.

£275-£525 Per Week
House (1)
Bedrooms (3)
Sleeps (6)
42032

William Nicoll, 3 The Logan Liff, Dundee DD2 5PJ
T: 01382 580358 M: 0785 061 6995
william.nicoll@virgin.net www.scourie-selfcatering.co.uk
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Open: All year

ooo Self Catering B1

SCOURIE (6 miles)
Hill Cottage

This crofter's cottage belongs to the original family. Set on its own with
stunning sea loch views.The ideal 'de stress' location Appeals to wildlife
lovers, hikers & kayakers. Sleeps 4 & 1 dog.

£640-£820 Per Week
Cottage (1)
Bedrooms (2)
Sleeps (4)
67826

Mrs Fiona Lyle, Mid Cambushinnie Farm, Cromlix, Dunblane FK15 9JU
T: 01786 880631 M: 0797 713 5071
cambushinniecroft@gmail.co.uk www.hillcottagesutherland.com
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DC

Cartomie is a modern bungalow in a rural setting close to the scenic
Dornoch Firth.You can enjoy the sunsets in the evening & have breakfast
in the morning in the conservatory with lovely views of Struie Hill.

Sgl
Dbl/twn (1)
Dbl (1)
Ensuite (2)

£46 prpn
£66-£70 prpn
£66-£70 prpn

80323

Mrs. C Wood, Edderton, Tain IV19 1LB
T: 01862 821599 M: 0784 093 0415
info@cartomie.co.uk www.cartomie.co.uk
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Margaret Mackay, Skinnet, Talmine, Melness, Sutherland IV27 4YP
T: 01847 601250 M: 0787 638 2717
margaret.mackay2@btopenworld.com

W w t L THm ö ñ [fp , GY. M)
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£390-£400 Per Week
Flat (1)
Bedrooms (3)
Sleeps (2-5)
50273

Spectacular views over Talmine Bay and Rabbit Islands. On the edge of
North Coast 500 route with well stocked shop and post office on site.

Open: Mar to Nov

oo Self Catering C1

TALMINE
Post Office Flat

Open: Mar-Nov

ooo Bed and Breakfast D3

By TAIN (6 miles)
Cartomie Bed and Breakfast

Open: All year

oooo Self Catering B1

SCOURIE
An Tigh Earna

Open: All year

ü

Open: All year

Bed and Breakfast F1

THURSO
The Hawthorns

Just a short walk from the Castle of Mey and adjoining the Mey Games
Field, we offer stunning views across the loch towards the cliffs of
Dunnet Head (Britain's most northerly mainland point).

Dbl/twn (5)
Ensuite (5)

£50-£90 prpn

Thurso KW14 8XH
M: 0787 117 0087 thehawthornsmey@btinternet.com
www.meybandb.co.uk
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Bed and Breakfast E1

THURSO
Skara Bed & Breakfast

Panoramic sea and coastal views towards Scrabster, Dunnet Head (most
northerly point) and the Island of Hoy, Orkney. Quiet location 20
minutes walk to town centre. Private parking, guest lounge, free WIFI.

Open: All year

Dbl (3)
Twn (1)
Ensuite (3)

£35-£37 pppn
£33-£35 pppn
Private (1)

54809

Gloria Swanson, Skara, Dixonfield, Thurso, Caithness KW14 8YN
T: 01847 890062 pentlandfirthview@gmail.com
www.skarathurso.co.uk
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Open: All year

Guest House B3

ULLAPOOL
Stunning location with spectacular views overlooking Ullapool and Loch
Broom. Four star guest house. All rooms en-suite with TV and tea/coffee
facilities. Full Scottish breakfast included. Free Wi Fi and parking.
Evelyn Stockall, Morefield Brae, Ullapool, Ross-shire IV26 2TH
T: 01854 612028 M: 0783 141 8172
ardvreck@btconnect.com www.ardvreckhouse.com

Sgl (2)
Dbl (4)
Twn (2)
Fam (2)
Ensuite (10)

£50-£85 prpn
£88-£95 prpn
£88-£95 prpn
£95-£115 prpn
12714

Ardvreck House
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oooo Guest House B3

ULLAPOOL
Situated in the quiet heart of the picturesque fishing village of Ullapool in
the north west of Scotland, Eilean Donan Guest House is a high quality
family run guest house.
Mark & Kath Woods, 14 Market Street, Ullapool, Ross-shire IV26 2XE
T: 01854 612524 stay@ullapoolholidays.com
www.ullapoolholidays.com

Sgl (1)
Dbl (2)
Twn (2)
Fam (1)
Ensuite (6)

£40-£55 prpn
£80 prpn
£80 prpn
£80-£120 prpn
100575

Eilean Donan Guest House
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Open: All year

Bed and Breakfast F1

WICK
The Clachan Bed & Breakfast

Come and discover the very far north of Scotland staying in the Royal
Burgh of Wick. We have been welcoming guests for over three decades
and we hope to continue for many more.

Open: All year

Dbl (2)
Twn (1)
Ensuite (3)

£42-£45 pppn
£42-£45 pppn

Lydia Brown, 13 Randolph Place, Wick KW1 5NJ
T: 01955 605384 mail@theclachan.co.uk
www.theclachan.co.uk
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Open: All year

Bed and Breakfast F1

WICK
Harbour House Bed and Breakfast

Keith and Virginia welcome you to Harbour House, built in 1864 for the
British Fisheries Board. You can enjoy breakfast in your room
overlooking Wick bay with great views of the harbour and marina.
Harbour House, Wick, Caithness KW1 5HB
T: 01955 609487 M: 0787 668 3216
harbour.house@btinternet.com www.harbourhousewick.co.uk

Sgl (1)
Dbl/twn (1)
Dbl (1)
Twn (1)
Ensuite (3)

£45-£55 prpn
£80-£125 prpn
£80 prpn
£80 prpn
Private (1)
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Open: All year

ooo Hotel F1

WICK
Mackays Hotel is located in Wick, in the beautiful area of Caithness. Built
in 1883, the hotel has gained wide recognition for its high standard of
award winning service and fine food. Our restaurant has an AA rosette.
Union Street, Wick, Caithness KW1 5ED
T: 01955 602323 info@mackayshotel.co.uk
www.mackayshotel.co.uk
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Sgl (9)
Dbl (20)
Fam (1)
Ensuite (30)

from £90 prpn
from £108 prpn
from £150 prpn

36919

Mackays Hotel

DCÇ©

Open: All year
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Attadale
Gardens
Strathcarron, Wester Ross IV54 8YX
www.attadalegardens.com
Tel: 01520 722603

Attadale
Gardens

THE CLAN GUNN
HERITAGE CENTRE



LATHERON, CAITHNESS KW5 4DG

Open June to September
Monday to Saturday
11.00 am - 4.00 pm
Come and find out about one of Scotland’s oldest
clans – from its Norse origins to the present day.
Video presentation, clan archive and shop.
Clan Gunn Heritage Trust SC01331

Strathcarron, Wester Ross IV54 8YX
www.attadalegardens.com
Tel: 01520 722603

Castlehill Heritage Centre

Harbour Road, Castletown, Caithness KW14 8TG
Ø Themed exhibitions, displays
Ø Memorabilia of by-gone days
Ø Traditional skills experience

Ø

OPEN:

10.00 am – 5.30 pm
– 5.30 pm
April – October
Adult £8.00 � OAPs £6.00 � Children £1.00 � Wheelchair users free
OPEN 10am - 5:30 pm
Sundays 2.30 pm
April - October � Closed Sundays

Ø

Adult £8.00 • OAPs £6.00 • Children £1.00
• Wheelchair users free

Ø
Ø

Broomhill riding Centre

• Approved by Pony Club, RDA, TRSS
• Treks for Beginners • Beautiful Hacking
• Lessons for all Ages and Stages • Qualified Instructors
• Well Schooled Horses • Stunning Location
Broomhill Farm, Fortrose, Ross-shire | Tel Christine on: 01381 620214

VisitScotland Quality Assurance

Quality you can trust
www.visitscotland.com/qa

N
THE SIG
ITY
OF QUAL

Ø

workshops, such as spinning,
weaving, croft crafts, dry stone
dyking and creative arts
Archaeology w/shops: survey,
field works and finds analysis
Heritage garden with feature
displays and picnic area
Interpretive flagstone trail
Adjacent to picturesque and
historic harbour with scenic
views of Dunnet Head and Bay
Heritage Centre is a designated
‘Dark Sky Discovery Site’

Open every Wed, Sat & Sun
afternoon 2- 4pm (all year)

Other times, tours and special interest
groups very welcome by arrangement
Heritage Centre and Garden is fully
accessible, ample parking, toilets
web:
www.castletownheritage.co.uk
e-mail: castletown.heritage@talk21.com
tel:
+44 (0)1847 821204

Look out for the
Taste Our Best logo,
a sign that great quality
Scottish food and drink
is on the menu.
To find out more go to

Join the conversation #YOYP2018
Find out more at visitscotland.com/yoyp2018

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

visitscotland.com/tasteourbest

PLACES TO VISIT
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Clynelish & Brora Distillery
A warm welcome awaits you

Come in & join us for a dram of Sutherlands only single malt whisky.
For opening times and tour information, please contact the distillery
clynelish.distillery@diageo.com • www.discovering-distilleries.com
01408 623 000 ~ Brora, Sutherland, KW9 6LA
Ideally located on the A9.

EILEAN DONAN CASTLE
...there can be only one!

Open 7 days
per week from
February to December.
Eilean Donan Castle, Dornie,
By Kyle of Lochalsh, Ross-shire
www.eileandonancastle.com
Tel: 01599 555202

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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Discover The Queen Mother’s
Home in Caithness
CASTLE,GARDENS,
GARDENS, SHOP
CASTLE,
SHOP&&TEAROOM
TEAROOM
WITH
ANIMAL
FORCHILDREN
CHILDREN
WITH
ANIMALCENTRE
CENTRE FOR
Open daily
daily 18th
15th May
to 30th
2018
Open
May to
30th September
September 2016
Closed 25th
25th July
July through
through to
to 7th
7th August
2018 inclusive*
Closed
August 2016
inclusive*
Castle open
open 10.20am
10.20am to
to last
Castle
last entries
entries 4.00pm
4.00pm
Free
parking
limited
disabled
access.
Free parking - limited disabled access.
*Please check website as dates can vary
*Please check website as dates can vary

The Castle of Mey is situated on the North coast of Caithness just off the A836 between Thurso and John o’ Groats
For further details please telephone 01847 851473 or www.castleofmey.org.uk

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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Opening spring 2018

NORTHCOASTGLASS
Brodie Nairn & Nichola Burns

UNIQUE ARTWORKS/GIFT WARE
COMMISSIONS & PUBLIC ARTWORKS
BESPOKE TROPHIES & AWARDS
GLASS DESIGN & CONSULTANCY

2 CHAPEL STREET, TAIN, ROSS-SHIRE, 19 1EL, UK +44 (0) 1862 893 189
INFO@NORTHCOASTGLASS.COM WWW.NORTHCOASTGLASS.COM
FACEBOOK: NORTHCOASTGLASS.CO.UK

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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January - February
Monday to Saturday 10am to 4pm
March - October
Monday to Saturday 10am to 5pm
May - September
open to 6pm Monday to Friday
April - September
open Sundays 11am to 5pm

Easter Sunday open 11am to 5pm
November - December
Monday to Saturday 10am to 4pm
DIAGEO D-RINKAWARE

@12distilleries

01463 872004

www.discovering-distilleries.com

A unique and friendly RETAIL EXPERIENCE, textiles,
knitwear, clothing, highland wear, kilts and tweeds.
Easter-Oct Mon-Sat 9am to 5pm (Closed Sunday)
Nov-Easter Mon-Fri 10am to 4pm (Closed Weekends)

Family run business since 2008
with the coffee shop now serving
toasties, ciabatta and fresh
salads along with our excellent
home baking
Open: Wed - Sun, 10am - 4.30pm
www.gordonhousegallery.co.uk
www.mikerossarts.co.uk

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

the world’s leading MANUFACTURER of TARTAN.

Lochcarron Weavers Shop,
Mid Strome, Lochcarron, IV54 8YH
T: 01520 722212|E: Joy@Lochcarron.com
Stores also in Braemar & Selkirk

PLACES TO VISIT
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THE
Tain
Inverness

Perth
Glasgow

Edinburgh

D I S T I L L E RY E X P E R I E N C E

By the tranquil shores of the Dornoch Firth,
amidst the golden barley fields of Ross-shire, lies
the Glenmorangie Distillery. Here you will find
a warm Highland welcome from the legendary
Men of Tain, the skilled craftsmen who ensure
that Glenmorangie is made in the same unhurried
and uncompromising way, as it always has been,
throughout its long and distinguished history.
As part of your visit, why not take one of our
fascinating tours, or visit our own distillery shop?

On line diary bOOking available
The Glenmorangie Distillery Tain,
Ross-shire IV19 1PZ, Scotland.
On the A9, 45 minutes from Inverness,
1 mile north of Tain.
For more information call 01862 892477
email: tain-shop@glenmorangie.co.uk
or visit www.glenmorangie.com
Pre-booking is recommended and essential for some of the tours or large groups.
The Glenmorangie Distillery is a working distillery. For a few weeks a year we
undergo essential maintenance when tours may be restricted.
Closed for the 2 week period over Christmas & New Year.

TOUR

The
Original Tour

SEASON

Half hourly, 10am - 4pm,
7 days a week

Mid

Hourly, 10am - 3pm
(Closed on Sundays)

Low

By Appointment, 10am or 2pm,
Monday - Friday

Peak

10.15am or 2.15pm,
7 days a week

Mid

By Appointment, 11.15am,
Monday - Friday

Price £7pp

The
Signet Tour
Price £30pp

The
Heritage Tour

TIMES

Peak

Low

By Appointment

Peak

By Appointment, 10.45am - 2.15pm,
Wednesday or Friday

Mid

By Appointment, 10.45am - 2.15pm,
Wednesday or Friday

Low

Not available

Price £120pp

All year: Monday to Friday 10am - 5pm

The
Distillery Shop

Saturdays 10am - 4pm (Peak & Mid Only)
Sundays 10am - 4pm (Peak Only)
Peak Season: June/July/August, Mid Season: April/May &
Sept/Oct, Low Season: Jan/Feb/Mar & Nov/Dec

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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132.25x178-nc500
28/11/17

12:14

Page 1

Discover the magic of
the North Coast 500
"Best road trip in the world" – Condé Nast Traveler
No. 2 in National Geographic's list of 101 Reasons to Travel Now!

Become a Member of the NC500 Club Today!
Traveller

Explorer

Gold (VIP Club 500)

£ 15.00/ Year

£ 45.00/ Year

(worth over £ 1,000)

NC500 route discount
schemewith exclusive
member offers

All the benefits offered
to Traveller Members

2 Explorer Memberships
valid for 10 years &
transferable

NC500 official map (pdf)
on request
Access to all NC500
itineraries
Monthly newsletter with
exclusive member-only
competitions
The Rough Guide to the
North Coast 500
(ebook)
And more!

Plus:
New! NC500 Passport
to create a personalised
record of your journey
Route support
The Rough Guide to the
North Coast 500
(ebook + new Paperback)

Access to exclusive
VIP experiences
Limited Edition NC500/
award-winning Rock
Rose Gin
Limited Edition NC500/
Johnston of Elgin fine
merino scarf
North Highlands Guide Book
10% off all online
merchandising
Priority buying on all
NC500 limited edition
merchandising
Crowd sourcing: have your
say in shaping the future
innovation of NC500

Join Now: www.northcoast500.com/become-a-member

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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Wick.
Home of the
world’s best
whisky.

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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PLACES TO VISIT

The Perfume Studio & Aroma Cafe
perfumery: perfumes, soaps, crèmes made on-site
cafe: beverages, lunches, homemade cakes
gift shop: perfumes, soaps, cosmetics, other gifts
photography: studio, books, displays, training
Visit Scotland 5-star Visitor Centre
Mellon Charles, Aultbea, IV22 2JL
Tel: 01445 731618 closed Mondays

The Museum
of the of
The Museum
the
Clearances
Clearances

Find Strathnaver Museum in the heart of Mackay

Find Strathnaver
Museum
in thehave
heart
of over
Mackay
Country
where people
lived for
8,000 years! Join
as we celebrate
more than
years 8,000
of the Strathnaver
Country where us
people
have lived
for40over
years!
Museum and discover what life was like for the people here
Join us to discover
wasthelike
for Clearances.
the people here
before,what
during life
and after
Highland
s $OMESTIC
IN OUR CROFT
HOUSE
before, during and
afterLIFE
theREVEALED
Highland
Clearances.
s $ISCOVER THE "RONZE !GE #HEALAMAY "EAKER
5NCOVER THE in
#LANour
IN OUR
-ACKAY
2OOM
• Domestic life srevealed
croft
house
s 3EE THE PULPIT WHERE EVICTION NOTICES WERE READ FROM
• Discover the Bronze
AgeTHEChealamay
s &IND OUT WHAT
DOGSKIN BUOY ISBeaker
s 4EMPORARY
EXHIBITIONS
• Uncover the Clan
in our
Mackay Room
• See the pulpit where eviction notices were read from
• Find out what the dogskin buoy is
• Temporary exhibitions
1st April to 31st October | Monday to Sunday | 10am to 5pm
Small admission Charge
Strathnaver Museum, Clachan, Bettyhill, KW14 7SS
www.strathnavermuseum.org.uk | 01641 521 418 | info@strathnavermuseum.org.uk
Scottish Charity No. SC 012016

@naverMuseum

1st April to 31st October | Monday to Saturday | 10am to 5pm
Small admission Charge

Strathnaver Museum, Clachan, Bettyhill, KW14 7SS
www.strathnavermuseum.org.uk | 01641 521 418
info@strathnavermuseum.org.uk
Scottish Charity No. SC 012016

@naverMuseum

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

WATERLINES

The Story of Lybster

Come down to the Visitor Centre
at Lybster Harbour and discover the
amazing history of this picturesque port
  &.&   #+% $-+((
 " "- + +-"
 *+-%&!  , &"
 &+")&  *+#++  ((&& *
Open daily from May to October 11am-5pm
*&&-$*"+ $$& "% ",+)
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Charity Number SC027408

PLACES TO VISIT/LEISURE ACTIVITIES

FREE ENTRY

SCOTTISH DOLPHIN CENTRE
SPEY BAY, MORAY, IV32 7PJ

BE IN THE KNOW

WILDLIFE
EXPERIENCE

• Land based dolphin watching
• Icehouse tours
• Dry dive
• Wildlife Walks
• Binocular hire
• Interactive exhibition area
• Cafe
• Eco-friendly Gift Shop

T 01343 820 339
E dolphincentre@whales.org

Image © WDC/Charlie Phillips

SEE DOLPHINS
WILD AND FREE!

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
APRIL - OCTOBER 10:30am - 5pm
Winter opening times (Nov-Mar) call the Centre
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Our accredited Information
Partners are based throughout
Scotland and can offer tailored
advice to help you make the
most of your visit. Chat with them
for insider tips about the must see
attractions in the local area.

KNOW
scotland

Look out for the sign to be in the iKnow.

dolphincentre.whales.org
WDC is a registered charity in Scotland No: SC040321

Visit the multi-award winning

Visit Scotland Landscape Ad 'what to see and do' 2018.indd 1

9/22/2017 2:10:16 PM

WICK

Heritage Museum
“An engaging approach to landscape
interpretation - through art installations,
photography and our unique ‘floor map’,
visitors can explore our rich historical,
archaeological and literary landscape and
make a pilgrimage of discovery along the
‘Highland River’ made famous by
Dunbeath-born Neil M Gunn.”
“Accredited museum & research area.
Caithness archaeology from Neolithic
artefacts, Bronze Age swords, Iron Age
pottery, Viking & Pictish items as well as a
Medieval coin hoard, are on display.
Local Genealogy records & history.”

Open: April
April –- September:
Open:
September 6Sunday
days - Friday
October –- March:
October
March 3Monday
days - Friday

Look out for the
Taste Our Best logo,
a sign that great quality
Scottish food and drink
is on the menu.
To find out more go to

visitscotland.com/tasteourbest

Monday - Saturday, 10 - 5pm, Easter to last Sat in Oct
01955 605393 • 20 Bank Row, Wick KW1 5EY

BLACK ISLE WALKING
WITH HORSES

Guided Walks with Pack Ponies

Enjoy the trails of the
forestry and woodlands of
the Millbuie Ridge. Switch
off from the hustle and
bustle of every day life
and discover the history,
archaeology and wildlife of
this ancient land. Our lovely
ponies carry the gear, leaving
you free to walk, take photos, or simply just immerse
yourself in the beauty of the Black Isle.
From our 1 hour family trail to our full day trails,
we have something for everyone.
For further information and booking details go to
www.walkingwithhorses.net
Contact becky@walkingwithhorses.net

Tel:01349 877882 / 07732181264

You can also find us on Facebook and Twitter.
VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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leisure activities/shopping

Pony Trekking

All ages and abilities. From ½ hour pony
rides for tots, to full day picnic rides. Nervous first timers are
very welcome and carefully looked after!
Small groups led by friendly, qualified ride
leaders. Beach, forest or ride high into the
hills for stunning views!

Beach rides

We can take beginners
for a gentle ride along the beach, whilst
more experienced riders can enjoy the thrill
of an exhilarating gallop along the sands!

Riding Lessons

We now also offer
riding lessons for all ages, from beginners to experienced riders.

Open All Year
Prices from £10
Booking essential!
Trail Riding Holidays - Scotland Coast to Coast

All inclusive trail riding holidays in the wild Far North.
Ride across Scotland on our Coast to Coast trails or join us on
the Great Glen, Cairngorms, or Wild West Highland rides!

Tel: 01862 735007
www.highlandsunbridled.co.uk
Northwilds

Tain

Ross-shire

Bespoke outdoor experiences
in the North West Highlands.
Situated in the stunning village of Achiltibuie we are
perfectly positioned to make the most out of the Summer
Isles archipelago by sea kayak or canoe. If you would
rather be on tranquil inland waters there are plenty of lochs
with hidden beaches and uninhabited islands to explore.
Looking for a bit more adventure or just want to try rock
climbing or mountaineering? We’ve got it covered. So why
not join an expedition or create your own adventure?
• Canoeing • Sea Kayaking • Rock climbing
• Guided walks • Multi day activities
Open: All year round (booking essential) typical day 10am till 4pm
Admission: No prior experience necessary, age 6 to 96.

www.hamletmountaineering.com
info@hamletmountaineering.com
01854 622 754

727
NEWSAGENT

• Newspapers • Magazines
• Greetings Cards • Home Delivery
of Newspapers and Magazines
• Gifts• Toys & Novelties
•Silver Jewelry • National Lottery
•ATM Free Withdrawals
•Hot & Cold Drinks • Hot Savoury
Pastries • Approved Calor Gas Agent
• Coal• DVLA •
Hours of Business

Open Monday to Saturday
7am to 7pm;
Sunday 8am to 5pm
LyBster Post office
Greys Place, lybster, KW3 6ae
telePhone: 01593 721201

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

(Est. 1840)

Our two shops are either side of the A9 in the
centre of Golspie – just look for the signs

Tel: 01408 633212

Tel: 01408 634215

 • Toys
 •
 Cards
 •
 

• Gifts
Jewellery • 
Housewares
• Tools
• Gardening
Cycle
& Accessories
 
 
  • 
 Hire

   
In fact, something for all the family, so why not call in
and see for yourselves
              

shopping
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R. MACKAY & SONS

Durness IV27 4PN
(Durness) Ltd, Durness

General Merchants • ATM • Post Office Service
Wide range of Groceries, Newspapers, Off-License, Postcards,
Camping Equipment, Calor Gas, Coal, Coffee and Hot Food.

24/7 FUEL PUMPS AVAILABLE
CARD ONLY

07803927642

Mon – Sat 8am - 6pm Sun 10am - 2pm Seasonal

Tel: (01971) 511209
VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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shopping/food & drink

The Kiln Store
www.kilnstore.co.uk

23 Traill STreeT, ThurSo
Tel: 01847 896262
follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/Kilnstore
At Mackays, we’re the
hotel with a heart

The Trawler
Fish & Chips

Top 6 in Scotland for takeaway, top 60 in the UK for 2015.
Our Fish and Chip Restaurant is also in the top 12 for the UK.
The 100th shop in the UK to gain the National Federation of Fish Friars accreditation,
which we have held since 2012.

Finalist in the 2014 Highland Tourism awards for best informal restaurant.
We only use fish from sustainable sources, meat from our local Golspie butcher and
beer from the Black Isle Brewery.

A warm welcome awaits you.

• access to Golspie Beach •
Main Street . GolSpie . KW10 6tG . Sutherland

Tel: 01408 633869 www.trawlerfishandchips.co.uk

GAIRLOCH - WEST COAST
HARBOUR LOCATION

The Old Inn

From check in to check out, ensuring your enjoyment is
at the core of all we do.
Looking for great food or to rest your head in one of our
comfortable rooms, we’re the hotel for you.
Treat yourself to the holiday you deserve, get in touch
to book your room.
When booking your room reserve a table for dinner at
the same time using the code NHG2018 to receive a
complimentary bottle of house wine with your meal.
(Minimum Booking of 2)

Mackays Hotel, Union Street, Wick, Caithness KW1 5ED

Tel: 01955 602323

mail: info@mackayshotel.co.uk | www.mackayshotel.co.uk

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

• Award Winning Restaurant,
specialising in Local Seafood and Game
• Comfortable Accommodation
• Own Ale Brewed on the Premises
• Live Music
• Lunches and Evening Meals Served Daily
• Close to Inverewe Garden, Whale Watching, Beinn Eighe
Nature Reserve, Perfume Studio, Highland Gem Golf
Course, Pony Trekking
• On the North Coast 500 Route

Tel: 01445 712006

www.theoldinn.net • enquiries@theoldinn.net

food & drink/tours
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You’ve come
this far so
Don’t Miss Out
Come with us to
The Edge!
Cape Wrath
Mini Bus Trips

Cycle the Deeside country paths, The Cairngorms National Park

Celebrate Scotland’s Year of Young
People 2018

7 Days a Week
- Mid April Onward

From adrenaline filled adventure breaks,
breathtaking road trips, buzzing music
festivals to the great outdoors, cultural
experiences and family camping holidays,
Scotland hosts legendary activities and
endless things to do for families and young
people alike throughout the year.

Tel: 01971 511284 Mob: 07742 670 196
Email: james@visitcapewrath.com
www.visitcapewrath.com

Tel: 01971 511284
Mob:
670to connect
196
A passenger ferry07742
crosses the Kyle of Durness
with

Join the conversation #YOYP2018
Find out more at visitscotland.com/yoyp2018

the Email:
only road on
the Cape Wrath peninsula. Our buses operate
james@visitcapewrath.com
along thiswww.visitcapewrath.com
road to and from Cape Wrath Lighthouse.

A passenger ferry crosses the Kyle of Durness to connect with
the only road on the Cape Wrath peninsula. Our buses operate
along this road to and from Cape Wrath Lighthouse.

"2%!4(4!+).' 3%! 4/523
From WICK HARBOUR
North to KEISS CASTLE and South to WHALIGOE or LYBSTER
Charters also available Weather Permitting

Open April to October
Winter trips
by arrangement
BOOKING ESSENTIAL

Restricted
Mobility
Access
Available

THRIL
FOR A LS
LL
THE
FAMIL
Y

South
South Quay,
Quay, Wick
WickHarbour,
Harbour,Wick
Wick
T: T:
01955
609200
404128
or text
01955
609200M: 07747
M: 07747
404128

www.caithness-seacoast.co.uk
www.caithness-seacoast.co.uk

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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tours

WILDLIFE
EXPERIENCE

hr Sea Eagle Safaris
* 1½
Half Day/Full Day Safaris with time
* ashore at Remote Scenic Gems.
* Private Charter

ALSO 30 minute
Adrenaline Blasts

* Fun-filled * Action Packed * Speeds up to 50mph * Adult £15 Child £10

From Kyleakin, Isle of Skye, IV41 8PL
Freephone 0800 980 4846 or Text 07765 435 424
2017 WINNER

www.wild-spirit.co.uk E: info@wild-spirit.co.uk

Spirit of Adventure

WILDLIFE
EXPERIENCE

Experienced anglers,
complete beginners
and families all welcome,
with Rods, Tackle & Bait supplied,
and tuition if required.
Price Indicator 2018: 2 hr - Adult £35, Child £20, Family £98. Private charter (max 12) from £100 per hour.

Spacious Open Deck * Heated Indoor Cabin * Hot & Cold Refreshments * Toilet Facilities * Live Bait Tanks

From Kyle of Lochalsh, IV40 8AE.
Freephone 0800 980 4846 or Text 07765 435 424
2017 WINNER

www.the-spirit-of-adventure.co.uk

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

E: info@the-spirit-of-adventure.co.uk

tours

Seals
Every
Trip!
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Daily
Otter
Sightings

Voted
Voted Best
Best Wildlife
Wildlife Experience
Experience
in
in the
the UK
UK

As seen on

BBC1,
BBC2, ITV
& CH4

Daily Telegraph

‘All photographs,
Nigel Smith,
Seaprobe Atlantis.’

Internal
Internal view
view
of
of our
our unique,
unique,
easily-accessed
easily-accessed
underwater
underwater
viewing
viewing gallery
gallery

Only From

KYLE OF LOCHALSH IV40 8AE

All the Scenery and Wildlife, above and below the waves.
See Spectacular Scenery, Seals, Seabirds, Otters, WWII Shipwreck,
Beautiful Kelp Forests,Fish, Jellyfish, occasional Dolphins & Whales

Call 0800 980 4846 or 07765 435 424
2017 WINNER

Email: seaprobe@msn.com Web: www.seaprobeatlantis.com

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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tours

A �illi�n �ile�
fr�� wh�t you i��gine...
There’s no better time to explore
Scotland’s Northern Isles.
Discover Orkney and Shetland’s
fascinating wildlife, breath-taking
coastlines and rich culture and festivals
with NorthLink Ferries.

With regular sailings to Orkney and
Shetland from Scrabster and Aberdeen,
the Northern Isles are more convenient to
get to than ever before.

Vi

Vi

si

si

t

t

From the prehistoric marvel of the Ness
of Brodgar with origins dating beyond
3,500 BC to the Bronze Age settlement
of Jarlshof with its collection of well-

preserved stone structures spanning
4,000 years, the Northern Isles is
steeped in outstanding history and
archaeological treasures waiting to be
uncovered.

Located in the Heart of Neolithic Orkney World
Heritage Site, the Ness of Brodgar is one of the
finest stone complexes in western Europe.

Orkney’s iconic and mystical Ring of Brodgar.
Part of Orkney’s World Heritage site, the 30
standing stone circle is free for visitors to explore.

Orkney �nd Shetl�nd.
Closer th�n you think.

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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Lerwick
Stromness

Kirkwall

Scrabster

St Ninian’s Isle is connected to Shetland’s
South Mainland by one of Europe’s finest natural
sand causeways.

t
si
Vi

Vi

si

t

Aberdeen

Explore artisan products on Orkney and
Shetland’s Craft Trails. From jewellers and
knitters to furniture makers, buy islandinspired crafts and visit local workshops.

www.northlinkferries.co.uk
Operated by

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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transport

TEL FREEFONE

0800
688 8998
or BOOK ONLINE

www.pentlandferries.co.uk

T h e 2 1 st C e n t u r y c r o s s i n g t o O r kn ey!

Kirkwall

Gills Bay

St Margaret’s
Hope
John o Groats

Using the very latest technology and meeting
the highest safety standards demanded by
today’s modern travellers, Pentland Ferries
now has Scotland’s finest catamaran car and
passenger ferry crossing the old Viking
Highway – the Pentland Firth, a journey time of
an hour, and with three return sailings each day.

top deck has safe, comfortable seating.
Light snacks and drinks are available.

A comfortable lounge offers excellent views on
passage, and for those who prefer fresh air, the

We accept cash on board or credit,
debit card at our onshore offices.

Passengers should be at the terminal thirty
minutes before sailing time and are advised
to book, either via the web or by telephone,
to avoid disappointment.

PENTLAND FERRIES Pier Road, St Margaret’s Hope, Orkney KW17 2SW
St Margaret’s Hope: 01856 831226 Gills Bay: 01955 611773 Fax: 01856 831697

Take the high road...
Fly Loganair to Inverness and Wick
Gateways to the North Coast 500 - Scotland's answer to Route 66.

Save up to 15% off car hire
with Europcar when booked
via Loganair.co.uk

Terms and conditions apply. See Loganair.co.uk/car-hire

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

TITLE SPONSOR

transport/events & festivals

A GREAT
EVENT FOR ALL

THE FAMILY
EUROPEAN PIPE BAND
CHAMPIONSHIPS
On Saturday 30th June 2018
Grant Park, in Forres, Moray,
will be alive with the sound of
3,000 pipers and drummers
from all over the world
competing in the European
Pipe Band Championships.
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Drive the North
Coast 500 in style
in a classic Mazda
MX5 sports car from
Highland MX5 Hire
highlandmx5hire.com
garrybates@yahoo.co.uk
Contact: 07950 029435
Like us on Facebook

It is a day out not to be missed:
in addition to the world class
musical talent on display
there will be more than
100 stalls and fun and
entertainment for
all ages.
Bring the family along
for a spectacular
day out!

MEDIA PARTNER

Scottish
Provincial
Press Ltd

COME AND
JOIN US!

FUNDERS

FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT

www.pipingatforres.com

Celebrate Scotland’s Year
of Young People 2018
From adrenaline filled adventure
breaks, breathtaking road
trips, buzzing music festivals
to the great outdoors, cultural
experiences and family camping
holidays, Scotland hosts legendary
activities and endless things to
do for families and young people
alike throughout the year.
Join the conversation #YOYP2018
Find out more at
visitscotland.com/yoyp2018

Cycle the Deeside country paths, The Cairngorms National Park

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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accommodation

Enjoy a luxury homely ambiance
and be comfortably wild in
a truly unique location in the Highlands

Alladale Lodge
sleeps up to 14
private chef & staff
from £ 8,925 p/w

Cottage Eagle’s Crag
sleeps up to 8
(self )catered
from £ 1,550 p/w

Cottage Ghillie’s Rest
sleeps up to 4
(self )catered
from £ 950 p/w

Deanich Lodge
sleeps up to 18
self-catered
from £ 2,000 p/w

Activities include: wildlife watching • world class brown trout fishing • guided hikes • 4x4
tours • clay pigeon shooting • foraging • mountain biking • wild swimming • massage &
beauty treatments • whisky tastings & tours • golf • day trips • dolphin watching

+44 (0) 1 8 6 3 7 5 5 3 3 8

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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Locally crafted self-catering yurts in secluded woodland sites with
breath-taking cliff-top views and direct beach access. Open
year-round, and with a range of sizes to choose from, each has
comfy beds, cooking equipment and a wood-burning stove. Dogs
welcome. Luxury washroom facilities and free WIFI at the Hub.

Nine newly refurbished non-smoking,
en-suite bedrooms, boasting uninterrupted
views over the Pentland Firth to
Our quality Upper Deck Restaurant,
quiet Lounge Bar and
now famous Popeye’s complete the package

The Ferry Inn, Scrabster,
Caithness KW14 7UJ
+44 (0) 1847 892814
www.ferryinnscrabster.co.uk

Check availability and book online at: www.blackisleyurts.co.uk

Kyle of Tongue
Hostel & Holiday Park
Magnificently situated on the shores
of the Kyle of Tongue with supreme
panoramic views of Castle Varich,
Ben Hope and the Queen of Scottish
Mountains - Ben Loyal. Our Hostel contains a relaxing communal
lounge, roomy dining area, spacious self catering kitchen, drying
room, bike shed, well stocked mini shop and camping area in
order to meet all your holiday needs.
Tongue, By Lairg, Sutherland IV27 4XH | T: 01847611789
E: kothostelandhp@btinternet.com
W: www.tonguehostelandholidaypark.co.uk

OLD SCHOOL RESTAURANT & ROOMS
The Old School Restaurant and Rooms is open for
11 months of the year This Licenced Restaurant
with Bed & Breakfast, has a relaxed, informal and
friendly atmosphere. On the road to Kinlochbervie
the restaurant which is open all day offers reasonably
priced local fare, all home cooked; including of course
Kinlochbervie Haddock and homemade Chips.

The Castletown Hotel
Castletown

01847 821656

Our comfortable rooms have all you need and our full
Scottish breakfast is just the thing to set you up for the
day. An ideal base for walking, climbing and fishing.

www.castletownhotel.co.uk

With the best of Highland wildlife on the door step and
some of the best scenery in the world. The ideal location
for your Highland holiday or stop off on the NC500.
The Old School Restaurant
and Rooms, Inshegra
Kinlochbervie, Sutherland IV27 4RH
www.oldschoolklb.co.uk

The Norseman Hotel
Wick

Tel: 01971521383 • email: oldschoolklb@gmail.com

01955 603344

www.norsemanhotelwick.co.uk

Tel: 01847 893251

Email: reception@park

The Pentland Hotel
Thurso

01847 893202

www.pentlandhotel.co.uk

The Caithness Collection
Affordable luxury • Flavoursome Cuisine
Embracing Caithness Welcome

‘We’ve got it covered’

Hotel

hotelthurso.co.uk
Thurso . Caithness . KW14 8RE

Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner
serveD DaiLy
using lots of Locally Sourced Fish, Meat,
Fruit, Vegetables, Eggs & Bread
Dinner hours:
5-8.30pm Sun-Thurs
and 5-9pm Fri & Sat.
From June - Mid Sept
5-9pm daily

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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accommodation

PENTLAND LODGE HOUSE
Granville Street, Thurso KW14 7JN

Tel. 01847 895103

Email: info@pentlandlodgehouse.co.uk
www.pentlandlodgehouse.co.uk
4* Luxury with comfortable beds and power
shower ensuite
Free wifi
Hearty breakfast, served early for the ferry or
late for the restful
Close to Thurso town centre with a large car
park it is ideal for exploring the North
Look before you book if you are in the area

www.stonechatscroft.co.uk

Phone 01971 502429

POOLEWE HOTEL
Main Street, Poolewe, Highland,
Scotland IV22 2JX
Tel: 01445 781769
E-mail: poolewe.hotel@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.poolewehotel.co.uk
A TRADITIONAL HIGHLAND HOTEL, RESTAURANT & BAR,
ON THE SHORES OF LOCH EWE IN SIGHT OF THE FAMOUS INVEREWE GARDENS.
Poolewe Hotel is a 16th Century Coaching Inn in the picturesque village of Poolewe near Gairloch on the NW Coast of Scotland,
just 90 minutes from Inverness Airport. The Hotel is located less than a mile from the world-famous National Trust for Scotland
Inverewe Gardens and Poolewe Camping and Caravanning Club Site. With so much on offer in the area:- hill walking, trout and
salmon fishing, whale watching, deer stalking, canoeing, climbing, mountain biking, kayaking, pony trekking, off road land rover
tracks, golf just to name a few, or simply stop en route and enjoy our locally sourced food, Poolewe Hotel is well worth a visit.
Guests can choose from thirteen en-suite bedrooms and suites, most enjoying spectacular views of the sea or mountains. In
addition, Poolewe Hotel boasts a reputation for good locally sourced food with a restaurant, conservatory dining area and a
bar. Log fires in all the public rooms contribute to the friendly atmosphere. The hotel welcomes dogs, there is ample parking
and free WiFi available throughout the Hotel.

Stonechats Croft B&B near
Scourie is said to have the
most beautiful view in the
whole of Scotland, next to the
Atlantic Ocean and mountains.
Come and feel for yourself its mystic
wonders, its beauty and isolation.
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www.sandscaravanandcamping.co.uk
VISITSCOTLAND.COM

originally a private country house, now offering
superior accommodation and excellent cuisine
amidst stunning coastal scenery in this beautiful part
of Sutherland. located just 100 metres from James
Braid links golf course and miles of unspoilt golden
sandy beaches
Leisure facilities including pool and gym
• Fishing, mountain biking, hill walking
• Choice of dining options • Free WiFi

Golf Road, Brora, Sutherland KW9 6QS
T: 01408 621252 | F: 01408 621181
info@royalmarinebrora.com
www.royalmarinebrora.com

accommodation

63

Tucked away in the trees by the waterfall, Mill House at Forss is a peaceful, private place in a great undiscovered part of the Highlands
that can sleep up to 6 people - we just love it and have done our very best to make Mill House a comfortable, easy to live in home with
all that you need on hand. Part of a restored Grade B listed water mill, Mill House blends traditional local materials and many of the
original mill workings with modern comforts to create a really quirky home which we hope you will like.

Mill House, Forss

Email: ian@millhouseforss.co.uk • www.millhouseforss.co.uk

One of the finest Hotels and Restaurants in the north Highlands this peaceful Georgian country home combines a relaxed
atmosphere with comfort and a welcoming staff.
Our Award winning Restaurant offers a seasonal menu based on what’s best locally at the time you visit with a thoughtful list
of traditional and contemporary wines for you to choose from plus almost 300 malts whiskies.

Forss House Hotel, Forss, by Thurso, Caithness KW14 7XY

Telephone: 01847 861201 • Email: anne@forsshousehotel.co.uk • www.forsshousehotel.co.uk

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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accommodation

Gairloch Bay Holidays

Gairloch, Ross-shire IV21 2AB
4 recently upgraded cottages set in
beautiful surroundings overlooking
Gairloch Bay, known for unforgettable
sunsets & sandy beaches
Fromfrom
£70£70
- £350
perper
week
Prices
- £350
week

T: 01445 741 317 • E: A.Duvill@btinternet.com
stay@gairlochholidaycottages.co.uk • www.apronhillhouse.co.uk

Hartfield House Hostel
Applecross

VisitScotland Quality Assurance

Located on the Applecross peninsula, at the foot of the iconic
Bealach-na-Ba, Hartfield House, our 4 Star hostel is set in its
own grounds and sleeps up to 47 people in a mix of single,
double, twin and triple rooms. The perfect base for any cyclist,
mountain biker or outdoor enthusiast, Hartfield benefits from
covered bike area, drying room, ample hot showers, relaxing
communal areas, and plenty of outdoor space. From £25pppn.

www.visitscotland.com/qa

5% discount for activity & group
bookings. Quote ref: Hart18
01520 744 333 • info@hartfieldhouse.org.uk • hartfieldhouse.org.uk

Quality you can trust
N
THE SIG
ITY
OF QUAL

Join the conversation #YOYP2018
Find out more at visitscotland.com/yoyp2018

Own your own holiday home
at Nairn Lochloy Holiday Park

PUT US
IN YOUR
SAT NAV IV12 5DE

With a great range of
holiday homes from just
£17,495 including 2016 site
fees, it’s easy to find your
perfect retreat at Nairn
Lochloy, Inverness.
Arrange your visit today and
head down for a tour of the
park to experience holiday
home ownership for yourself.
You can even look around our
huge range of available models
at your own pace - just ask for
the keys.

Quote VISNAIRN 20
for a £500 discount
when you buy!

Take your first steps into ownership today...
Call us on 01667 453 783 or head to parkdeanholidayhomes.co.uk
to find out more and arrange a visit.
VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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Deliciously Different

Pet friendly, warm welcome, fantastic restaurant and acres of grounds.
Just 17 miles north of Inverness ~ Remember
to book direct for the best price guarantee
Coul House Hotel, In the hills above Contin, Strathpeffer, Ross-shire, IV14 9ES
01997 421 487 www.coulhouse.com

ADVICE
ON THE MOO-VE

Edinburgh

This happy herd of Coo Vans will be on the moo-ve throughout Scotland, with our Coo-visors
delivering excellent local advice. Look out for them at events and attractions and discover
our top tips to make the most of your Scottish experience.

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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PLACES TO VISIT

Clashnessie Waterfall, Assynt

VISITSCOTLAND.COM

bringing

inspiration and
ideas to you

Portencross Castle, near West Kilbride, North Ayrshire

Wherever you are we’re on hand to help you discover the true Spirit of Scotland.

KNOW
scotland

iCENTRES ARE BRIMMING WITH
SCOTLAND INFORMATION.
Our friendly experts can offer advice
on where to go and what’s on, as well
as book accommodation or tickets
for events, activities and transport.
Find out where we are and when
we’re open at
visitscotland.com/icentre.

LOOK OUT FOR OUR COO VANS.
This happy herd will be on the
moo-ve throughout Scotland, with
our Coo-visors delivering excellent
local advice. Look out for them at
events and attractions and discover
our top tips to make the most of
your Scottish experience.

IF YOU SEE THIS SIGN YOU’LL BE
IN THE iKNOW.
Our accredited Information Partners
are based throughout Scotland and
can offer tailored advice to help you
make the most of your visit. Chat
with them for insider tips about the
must see attractions in the local area.

68

regional map

VISITSCOTLAND.COM
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Take more than
memories home
Sit back. Relax. Take a sip. Breath in, slowly.
Our small batch artisan gin will take you
back to the pure air, water and flora of the
North West Highlands.
A Badachro Gin & tonic whilst enjoying your
time here is an essential pleasure. One you
can take home too. With botanicals handpicked in Badachro by Vanessa & Gordon,
a delicious and very Highland experience is
promised.

Available in good shops, bars, hotels and
restaurants around the Highlands.
www.badachrodistilley.com

Badachro Gin Visit Scotland advert Jan 2018.indd 1

19/01/2018 11:52
VISITSCOTLAND.COM

Quality clothing
including the
finest Scottish
Cashmere.
Footwear. Jewellery.
Pottery. Aromatics.
Scottish Arts &
Crafts.
Gifts
SHOP ONLINE

... a welcome change
Castle Street, Dornoch,
Sutherland. IV25 3SD
Tel: (44) (0)1862810500/555
Also at Inverness Airport

www.jaildornoch.com

